TR 
VERTVE AND 


VE WAY TO 


HAPPINESSE. 


Intreating ſpecially of ConsTaxc1 E in pub- 


like Calamities, and priuate Afflictions, 


_—_—_—— 


nt FA - 5.c as 
— wt. 


pn ET 
—} 


Dieeſted into three Bookes. 


The firſt whereof containeth a learned dim 


againſt P oxerty,Sickeneſſe, andall the Paftons of the « Minde, 
Obſcruations vpon Conrt-Faxoxrites, and Stateſmen, Conſi. 
derations vpon the beginning of Afonarchies, and the neceſ- 
ſitic of their end, andruine : Beautificd with the Examples - 
of Ancient and Moderne Hiſtories. 


The ſecond, a definition of divine Pronidence. The true 


deſcription of Natzre, Deſtinie, and Fortune, Their errour 
thar attributed vnto them what ought to be aſcribed to Gods 
Prouidence. Conſiderations vpon the fall cf the French King . 
 Henrythe third, Why the innocent ſuffer for the guiltie, an 
Chlldren for their Fathers ſinnes. 


Thethird, whethera good Subica bee bound in time. of 
Troublescither for Religon, or State-Gouerhment to follow 
a Partie, or lye {till andreſt. His dutic both in publike and 
Priuate,vponthoſe occaſions. The immorgalitie ofthe Soule 
curiouſly prooucd againſt Arheiſts by humane reaſons. A ſe- 
riousexhortation toa Religious Conſtancic. — 


Printed for T howas Dewe andare to beſold athis Shop inSaint 
Dunſions Church-yard in Fleetſtreer, 1623, 
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HONOVRABLE, AND MY 
ſingular good Lafg and Maſter, 
H=zNxRY, Lard Moyrly,and 
Jdonnt-eagle ,, Baron 
of” -Rye, 


Fg St Incc your Lordſhip hath bin 
Wo 166 pleaſed to make me the vn- 

Wa I oF —_ mers _ 
F26r>524 Ew ot your Fauors, thereby to 
þ SAL _ ſtrate vnto the nod 
the-truly Nobleneſle of your owne diſpo- 
ſition, in fauouring ſuch weake Delerts, 
as durſt not preſume {o much as to chal- 
lenge the honour of your Lordſhips fauo; 
rable aſpe& ; I could doe no lefle, then in 
a thankfull rexacmbrance thereof, by this 
poorc Teſtimonic of my bounden ſerutce, 
expreſle the defire I haue to manifeſt vnto 
your Lordſhip my thankefull heart; and 
withall , ſccke for ſafegard vnder your 
Lordfhips Protection : Hoping thereby, 
| A} that 
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that the Beames of your gracious Aſpect 
will diſperſe theſe Gulits of Calumniation, 
and Gulfes of Enuy, which wall firiuc to 
{wallow this poore {trange Barke , ador- 
ied in Engh/h Rigging. Vanto which, if 
your Lordthip will be pleaſed but to adde 
the Colours of your owne Honor, there- 
by to be knowne to whom ſhee belongs ; 
{ make no queſtion, but by that mcanes 
thee will be {ecurely wafted along through 
rnele Tempeſts, vnto the Haucn of Be- 
nigne Acceptation ; And there will re- 
- maine euecr at your Lordſhips command, 


as dayly will allo 


Your Lordſhips mo$ humble and 


obedient Seruans, 


Anpizyy Cover, 
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PEASIERY Oarteons Reader , 1 bane lens beene in 
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- ” | Qneſt for ſome worthy peece to preſent 
Ift 0Q/) V8 your View : at lift by prod For- 
7 | tre, { bane lighted pon one, wut by 
the curions band of France, which in its 
<7 IN ' proper colours deſernes all commend. 
tions. "If m my wnproper colours h46e any wayes di{counts- 
nanced it, Thope you will aot blame t/ e pecce, theurh Jou 
haue colour for it. Tam con facpt, thoſe w! 0 are THUGS, 
well know how hard aa difficult a thing it ts for a Stran- 
ger to attatne Unto the per; feflion of the Enz/; jPtong 125724 
what labour bee muſt vejtow to (eeke and lt, breneand 
borrow proper words and phra es to expreſſe ham{clſe. 
Ther efore for ſuch errours a5 1 bane commilted , ] fre- 
ume t'ey will grant mee their paratns, and take niticy- 
theleſſe this little E/Jay of mine ta goed part wiich if 1 co: 
obtaine, I will reprine many an houre from ny otwer & 
[10335 [0 ace them ſer HICE i71 this rinde. 
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Age) line 31. reade this age. p.9. [ 26. r: you thall be bound tO, 
Par. y. Eitimatiue. 14, 14. their tcares. 14.1 5, d1d depeng 

of, 21.9. not the. 27.9% (cparared, 27,1, Wee ought nor. 28, 
15, penetrate 1NtO Our, 29.27. feces. 45-21. their Deſtinie, 55.37,0! 
To many, 81. 4. and infamous, 82,15.almolt all their, 8 z.7,Ballulle, 
$y.10,Cittie. $6430, all this is nothing, 87.16;arc eaten. go, 3,you 
haue] 99.27. fall on, 9z.3..All good. 96.25 to teach others. g6 
32,dcfire intothe ſoule of hole that liue in following ages to reſemble] 
97.10, others are vtterly, g8. ill incounters, 101. 18, whuch were fo 
troubled, 102.8, dimme fire, 102,23. whether; 102,29. cucr. 103+ 
11, Pocts, 103,20, perſecuted, 106.5, he doth not puniſh the wicked 
buc by the wicked, 110.21. cull, 119.5. that this. 123,11. and brings 
ing, 124.26, with it; I27.14,Itistime. 128.1. thelofle. 129,5,and 
vnexpericnced, 129, g thatjtis. 130,14, raſh, 136. 5. according, 
136,6, riſe as eariy, 136,12, his (iſters. 136, 27. ſent away. 137. 
12. Cicizens may compoſe. 137.13. an excellent and perfe&, 141. 
2 3.no knowledge thereot but. 145.2.drawne, 148,18, chuleth for its. 
151.7. 1 doe not lay onely, 151,10, and many others after him, 1521, 
27,the very naine, 154.15 which is falſe, is not, 154.25,he embraceth 


all, 155.18 bring ittopaile, 156,2,and all his motions, 56,22.uns 
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SSEtE FIRS T BOOKE 
OF CONSTANCY. 


N a day, during the 
ſiege that Peri ſuffercd 
with ſo much Miſerie; I 
walked alone in my gar- 
den, being ſad to the ve- 
ry ſoule for the hard for- 
rune of my diſtreſſed 
Country.And as a mans 
paſſion beeing too much 
ſoothed vp,doth increaſe 
beyond meaſure; I began to accuſe heauen for pow- 
ring downe vpon vs ſuch cruell influences;and could 
with a good will hauc argued with God himſelfe;had 
nota ſecret feare awed my ſorrow, Amidfſt thefe my 
erplexed thoughts, there arriued one of my deereft 
fied , a man perfcaly ſeene inall manner of Scien- 
ces, eſpecially in the Mathematicks , butfarrce more 
to be commended for his fingular honeſty, and faith- 
full integritie (rare vertues in this Age) his namefor 


this time ſhall be Maſe; fince his Modeſtie forbids 
B me 


me to call him otherwiſe, After the firſt ſalutation,, 
ind ſome familiar diſcourſe , hee ſeriouſly eyed. 
me, and beholding rhe freth markes of my teares- 
on my Cheekes, faith : I doe not aske you, what 
d:{couil: you enteitaine your ſelte withall, I reade 
it in v0.7 Conntenance, good men are litle-buſtcd, 
Þur wicl: the apprehenſi»n of the Publique calamity. 
This wound ftriketh vs fo ſharpely, that wee can- 
not byt point at it : Buc how is it ? Yelter- 
diy when I viſited you, I found you in the ſame 
cale : For the firſt time I made no ſheiy of any re- 
prehenſion, but ſeeing you continue, and ſuffer your 
ſelfe to be ouer-runne with paſſion, I muſt needes 
aske you, what you haue done with your Phyloſo- 
phy ?I ſeeke you in your ſelfe,tor I cannot belecue, 
that hee, from whom I receiued fo much com- 
fort, can now bee wanting to himſclfe, There 
15 nothing fo iuſt, as for one to recetue that 
which he hath preſcribed another : either reſtore 
me to the libertic of weeping that your diſcourſes 
tooke from me, or elfe obey the law, your ſclfe or-, 
dayned for ſorrow. O deere Muſaus , I learne 
now by experience, how much caſicr it is to ſpeake: 
then to doe : and how-weake, and finew-lefle the ar: 
gnments of Phyloſophy are in the Schoole of For- 
tune. Shall I rell youfreely,what I thinke of it > Our 
Phyloſophy doth nothing but bragge ,and boaſt; ſhe 
triumphes in the ſhadow of a Schoole , with her 
foylesin her hand: Ir is: good ſport to {ce her ſtand 
on her eard, ſhewing her ſcuerall poitures, and ſo 
nimbly defending her felfe , that you would 
thinke it were impoſſible that any worldly croſlc 


ſhould 
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ſhould come ſo neere as to giue her a hit; but 
let her come in open Field, with naked Sword, 
and that Fortune chaunce but ro ſtrike her one 
ſound clappe , ſhee is quickly daunted and dif. 
armed, This gricfe which with words wee ſtriuc 
withall, is a faigned thing, like thoſe woodden 
men, or Ou#ntenes, ſet vp for Countrey-Boyes 
diſport , which ſuffer themſelues ro bee aymed 
at, and receive the blow defenceleſſe. True 
griefe is another thing , it is liuely , vigorous, 
and ſtirring : it affaulteth, and ſurpriſeth vs, and 
gripeth vs ſo faſt , that it leaucs vs helpeleſle, 
Hath it once rouched vs > Let vs fect as good 
a face on't as wee can, it ſmarteth neuertheleſſe : 


and though for a time we gnaſh our teeth, obſtinately 


induring the paine, for feare wee ſhould confeſle 
what trouble it is ; yet in the end, it will make 
it ſelfe knowne , and wreſt from forth our breſt, 
thoſe groancs , and fighes , that we refuſed to 
graunt vnto it voluntarie, No, beleeue it, that in 
ſuch fits as theſe, Nature and our Phyloſophy can- 
not agree together : You muſt chooſe which of 
the two you will keepe. Had you power to expell 
Nature, that is the lawfull Miſtreſſe of our paſſi- 
ons; and which 'iice fearing, that wee might ſuf-- 
fer our ſelues to bce beguiled with flye words, 
and alluring di/:ourles, and ſo withdraw vs from 
her obedicnce. leepeth within vs a garriſon of 
her affetions, v/h'ch narrowly obſerue and watch 
vs, and vpon all cccafions that are offcred , exact 
from vs the tribute that we owe her ? Either tcares 
are'no naturall ſignes and markes of a true eriefe, 
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meto call him otherwiſe, After the firſt ſalutation,, 
ind ſome familiar diſcourſe , hee ſeriouſly eyed- 
me, and beholding rhe ſreſh markes of my teares- 
on my Cheekes, faith : I doe not aske you, what 
d4:{couil: you entertaine your ſelfe withall, I reade 
it in V0.7 Conntenance, good men arc litcle-bulted, 
Þur wicl the apprehenſion of the Publique calamity, 
THis wound ftriketh vs fo ſharpely, that wee can- 
not bnt point at it : Buc how is it ? Yeſter- 
diy when I viſited you, I found you in the ſame 
cale : For the firſt time I made no ſhew of any re- 
prehenſion, but ſecing you continue, and ſuffer your 
ſelfe to be ouer-runne with paſſion, I muſt needes 
aske you, what you hauc done with your Phyloſo- 
phy ?I ſeeke you in your ſelfe,tor I cannot belecue, 
that hee, from whom I received fo much com- 
fort, can now bee wanting to himſclfe, There 
is nothing ſo juſt, as for one to recetue that 
which he hath preſcribed anorher : circher reſtore 
me to the libertie of weeping, that your diſcourſes 
tooke from me, or elle obey the law, your ſclfe or- 
dayned for ſorrow. O decre Muſeus , I learne 
now by experience, how- much caſicr it is to ſpeake: 
then to doe : and how-weake, and finew-lefle the ar- 
gnments of Phyloſophy are in the Schoole of For- 
tune. Shall I rel] youfreely,whart I thinke of it > Our 
Phyloſophy doth nothing but bragge ,and boaſt; ſhe 
\trinmphes in the ſhadow of a Schoole, with her 
foylesinherhand: Ir is- good ſport to {ce her ſtand 
on her gard, ſhewing her ſeuerall poſtures, and ſo 
nimbly defending her ſelfe , that you would 
thinke it were impoſſible that any worldly croſle 
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ſhould come ſo neere as to giue her a hit; but 
let her come in open Field, with naked Sword, 
and that Fortune chaunce but ro ſtrike her one 
ſonnd clappe , ſhee is quickly daunted and dif. 
armed, This gricfe which with words wee ſtriuc 
withall, is a faigned thing, like thoſe woodden 
men, or Qaimtaxes, ſet vp for Countrey-Boyes 
diſnnre .. which ſuffer themſelves to bee aymed 
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ſuch-fits as theſe, Nature ana vu ©wy-..; .1 Can- 
not agree together : You muſt chooſe which of 
the two you will keepe. Had you power to expel! 
Nature, that is the lawfull Miſtreſſe of our paſſi- 
ons; and which ice fearing, that wee might ſuf. 
fer our ſelues to bce beguiled with ſlye words, 
and alluring di[-ourles, and fo withdraw vs from 
her obedicnce. Ieepeth within vs: a garriſon of 
her affetions, »/hich narrowly obſerue and watch 
vs, and vpon all cccafions that are offered , exact 
from vs the tribute that we owe her ? Either teares 


are no naturall fignes and warkes of a true griefe, 
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or cjſe wee ought to yeeld them to the Euill wherein 
Nature is molt offended, which is in the ruine & ſub- 
acrſjion of our Countrey; for by tha fatall Blow are 
wounded all thoſe, that are conioyncd to vs eyther 
in Bloud, Friendſhip, or Alliance : but if wee haue 
no feeling of their paines, and compaſhon of their 
miſeries ; I ſay, that then wee violate and infringe 
both Ciuill Lawes and naturall Picrie,and the Maie- 
ſtic it ſelſe of that great God,whole Spirit reſterh a- 
mong vs, as a Protector of the rights of human focie- 
ty. was already offended with your troubleſome Phi- 
loſophie,which forbiddeth vs teares : but reading to 
day an ancient Author, I reſolued to driue her away 
{pightfully, ſo pleaſing was a place to me, I lighted 
on by chance,wherein he writeth, That in the Towne 
of Cume, there was a Statue of polls, which was 
ſcene to weepe, and ſhed forth teares, when the Re- 
mans deftroyed the Towne from whence it was 
fercht, as being grieued that irs Countrey ſhould 
be ruined, and that not able to aſſiſt, becauſe the ru- 
ine of it was fatall, and had beene by Apollo long 
fore-told, And ſhalla Marble Statue finde teares to 
deplore its Countrey, and I finde none to bemoanc 
mine ? Being remooued fo farre off, it ſuffered for 
the calamities of its fellow Citizens; and ſhall not 
I ſigh vpon the view of mine, and amidſt all their 
miſeries > No, no, Iam a true-hearted ſubject ; I 
am bred and borne in the Towne, which I fee now 
expoſed to ruine : beleeue this , that a man whoſe 
cyes are withour moyſture at this preſent, had need 
to hauea heart of Srone; yca,T thinke,if Piet'e were 
not fied out of tc YYorld,wee ſhould weepe as well 


as 


- he - 


© as the Cumaen Apollo, for our reaſons (I am ſure) are 


greater, This faire Citic, the Metropolis of the 
moſt renowmed Kingdome of the Earth, the Sear 
of our Kings , the Throne of Iuſtice, and Eſtate, 


 andas acommon Temple to all Fraxce to periſh in 


our view,and cuen by our hands : the Richeſſe of her 
Citizens , the Magnificence of her Buildings , the 
Learning of ſo many famous men, that ſhee hath 
brought vp , could neyther ſaue, nor helpe her. O 
how fitly did an ancient Author expreſle the power 
of God,vnder the Name of Fortune,when hee ſaid, 
That when ſhee had reſolued vpon any thing, ſhee 
blinded the eyes of man, for feare hee ſhould inter- 
rupt her purpoſe ! Conſider a little, how wee haue 
almoſt euery one of vs vnawares giuen way to our 
owne ruines , and affoorded our helping hanes to 
the plucking downe euen of our owne houſes : for 
you know Muſes, what infinite number of men, c- 
uen of the witcft amongſt vs, haue combined to fet 
forward this deſigne, and caft vs into this boyſterous 
ſtorme of worſt then Ciuill Warres. Behold, wee 
are in it, ſince that it is Gods plcaſure, at the Eue of 
a great ſhipwracke, wherein wee muſt feare alike the 
rage and furic ot our zealous Domeſtickes, thirſting 
after the bloud of thofe that wiſh for the publique 
welfare,and the violence that may happen from thoſe 
that are abroad, which ſhould be inflicted promiſ- 


, cuouſly againſt good and bad, and in this Sea of Mi- 


ſcries,you will forbid me teares. As farre as I ſee, 
replyed hee, this time cauſcth eucry one to ſhift 
ſides,which perhaps 1s the fault of the age: for my 
owne part, I have eucr maintained Nature againft 
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our Phyloſophy, for in my conceit, you made 
wo too powerfull , and would haue giuen her 
a commiſſion too violent, and tyrannicall, But 
it falleth out commonly , that the wrong that 
is done to one, whom we loue not, reconcileth 
vs to him, and mooueth vs for pittic ſake to 
vndertake his defence. I ſee you diſhonour the 
day, and diſgrace Phyloſophy, that hath ſo ten- 
derly, and deerely foſtered vs, and that you fut- 
fer paſſions to treade vpon her, who dares nof 
ſo much as to defend her felle. You ſurnamed 
her afore Queene of this Life, Miſtreſſe of our 
Aﬀections, Tutrix of our Felicitic z and now you 
onely keepe her as a Buffoone , to ſpend your 
idle time withall : entertaine her at leaſt as one 
that is deſcended of noble Stocke, you haue no 
reaſon to forſake her if you will diuorce your ſelfe, 
reſtore vnto her the liberric ſhe brought your houſe, 
let her retire with ſafe honour, and with all her rights 
and priuiledges. As for my part, I maintaine her 
free, and profeſle my ſelfe a proteftor of her libertie : 
I dare not giuc her the power,to take away from bo- 
dy and ſoule the ſence of paines and griefe, for I 
know it ought to giue way to natural! £:Aions:but 
- I hold, it keepeth in, and reſtrayneth ſorrows within 
their bounds, and bankes, which otherwiſe would 
overflow the ſoule,and in time will qualifie, and aſ- 
ſwage thoſe ſwelling euils, I ce by your countenance 
that you are roo much incenſed, and will agree to 
nothing : here come happily two of our beſt friends, 
vnto whoſe tudgement I hope you willingly ſubmit, 
and as for my part, I 2m content to ſtand to their 


trial, 
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triall, Now tihefe were two fatnous men: the firſt, 
whom for this time we will name Orpheus, be- 
ſides the knowledge of Arts and Learning, hee 
hath purchaſcd himlſelfe by his long and dange- 
rous trauels great experience : The other ſhall be 
called Zi7ws , who is knowne for one of the 
molt learned in Europe, whoſe iudgement and 
ſinceritic is much eſteemed. O Muſa, you haue 
( quoth 1 ) choſen Iudges that I cannot refule, 
for indeed they are not choſen, but rather as I 
belzeue , they are ſent vnto vs euen as the gods 
that were let downe by deuice in Tragedies, to 
act ſome greatexploite beyond the power of man. 
For my part, I. hold my opinion to be fo ſound and 
true, and ſo deepely printed in my heart, that none, 
but ſuch holy hands as theirs canroote it our, Vpon 
this we drew neere and faluted cach other, VVe fearc 
(quoth they) we hinder your diſcourſe,wherein ir 
ſeemeth you are farre gone, and by your lookes wee 
udge you dilagree. You gueſle well (quoth Aſsſew.) 
and you areſecaionably come to reconcite vs, for wee 
haue aſhened you Iudges cf our controucrfie, Tne 
precept of the wiſe,forbidcerth vs to be Iudges be- 
ewixt our friends, yet we wiil do our beſt to reconcile 
you : but we mutt tell you freely,we haue come farre, 
therefore giue vs leaucto fir. Then Linus tegan to 
tell, that he heard a pittifull Hiſtorie of a poore 
woman , which for want of Bread to give her 
Children, hanged her cite on. a Beame in the 
toppe of. the houſe, And I ( quoth Orphews ) 
did ſeecuennow,a poore maid,that fell downe ſtarke 
dead for lackz of foode ; and a little after, I mer ſome. 
| poore. 
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poore folkes, feeding vpon a dead Dogge, all be- 
{meared with bloud, that they had broyled ; andas 1 
auoyded this gricuous SpeCtacle,I met with certaine 
Women that cryed out and faid, That the Lanske- 
nets had eaten vp Children, hard by a place that is 
called the Temple, which I cannot beleeue. Hearing 
chis,wee all burſt out into fighes : whereupon I re- 
plyed, my cauſe is gayned ; ſince none here could 
{orbeare, but needes muſt, vpon recitall of this pitti- 
full Hiſtoric, expreſſe how ſenſible they are of the 
publike miſerie. I leaue it then to your conf1deration 
tro imagine, how wee ought to quake, and tremble, 
when wee bethinke our felues, how many ſeuerall 
forts of Miſeries are ſpred ouer this vafte and popu- 
lous Cirie. Alas,how many ſecret Wounds is there 
that are hidden and couered by ſhame ? then how 
great and fearefull are the Calamities wee fore-ſee, 
expect, and cannot almoſt auoyd. You vpbraid me 
with my teares Meſers , but you may with better 


reaſon obie&t vnto me the hardneſſe of my heart, 


which is the onely impediment that ſo ſharpe and 
ſtinging griefe doth not at one inſtant end both m 

lite and forrowes, Then turning towards Orphexs, 
and Li, I gaue them to vnderſtand, what diſcour- 
les paſſed betweene Mnſeus and my ſelfe, and vpon 
what points wee differred : Which when they heard, 
Our good Fortune (quoth Orphews) hath brought vs 
hither ina very luckie time, to heare ſo learned Dif. 
putations : but Muſe, ſince you hane donevs the 


honour to /giue credit to vs , = vs alſo leaue to 
make vſc of the authoritie you haue granted vs, and 


in ſtead of difcourſing and demonſtrating your Pro- 
poſitions, 
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poſitions,apply thern,and make triall of their vertue 
; In vs, whereof you boaſt, againſt this irkeſome 
diſcaſe of the minde,which is the griefe that we all 
xeceiue from the publique miſerie : you haue afaire 
and large ſubie&, for I verily belecue, there is not 
one of vs, whoſe minde is free from this diſeaſe. I 
aſſure my feltezthat it Antiquitie hath inuented any 
medicine for the curing of atroubled minde, you 
arc th: likeſt ro haue got the beſt and proficableſt re- 
ecipts. But 1 feareit falleth ourhere, as it doth in 
your Mathemarticall demonſtrations , wherein you 
prooue by a thouſand faire Propoſitions, what no 
Artificer canmake vie of, cyther vpon Wood or 
Stone. Proceede then,and make your accompt, if 
you can afſwageour minde, and free vs from this 
grictc wherewith we are vexed, then your ſuit is 
anted; for deedes are ſtronger proofes then words: 
fides,if you beguile vs, you ſhall doe vs but a cur- 
teſfie to rid vs of ſo greatan Euill, & fo I am ſure our 
Land-Lord will be glad to be ouercome, for he ſhall 
gaine by the loſſe. I will doe my beſt endeauour to 
content you ( quoth Afuſers) but let me intreate 
you,to remember that we Jabourin a common pecce 
of worke : therefore,if I chance in rehearfall of this 
matter, to forget matcriall reaſons; that you call to 
minde, and ſupply my wants, ſince that our ſtrife is 
onely to rry Truth out : and to the end Reaſon may 
Oucrcome,you onght the more to fauour her ſide, in 
reſpect the reward of victoric is equall to vs all, 
The chiefeſt thing ro be obſerued im the curing of 
a diſcaſe,is rightly ro know the cauſe of it ; where- 
fore , if wee be deſirous to free our ſoule from ſor- 
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Tow,and reftore it tO a quiet eftatc,it 15 needetull in 
my opinion to examine from whence proceeds the 
maladic which torments it. The nature of man hath 
not onely a great proportion and corrcſpondencie 
with the whole VVorld,but allo with euerie part;and 
eſpecially me thinkes, when it reſembles tlic Royall 

tate, they arc both almoſt of like conditions, and 
ſubic& to like caſualties, The Soueraigne Prince 
that is to rule a multitude of men, Townes,and Pro- 
uinces,appointeth {ubordinare Magiſtrates : And ts 
dire& and inſtruc them in the execution of their 
charge, giues them his Lawes to rule their Actions 
by : and beſides, aduiſeth them to referre doubtfull 
and important matters to him, & attend his cenſure. 
Certainly,as long as this Order is obſerued, Subiects 
obcy the Magiſtrates; and Magiſtrates,the Law and 
Soueraigne Prince: the State remaineth in Peace, 
fouriſherh,and wonderfully proſpereth. But contra« 
ric, when thoſe which indge and rule vnder the So- 
ueraigne, ſuffer themſelues to be oucr-reached by 
their owne (oftneſle,or bribed by fauour, in deciding 
controuerſies,and that without reſpect vnto their So» 
ucraigne ; they make only vie of their authoritie, for 
the exceution of their raſh Decrees, whereby they 
bring all things to ruine and confuſion. In man, the 
nigheft and moſt ſoueraigne facultic of the Soule, is 
Vnderſtanding : being inthroncd in the higheſt place, 
tO guide and conduttall his lives Actions, hath ap- 
pointed and ordained an vnder-facultie, that we call 
Imaginatiue, to diſpoſe and iudge by the repreſenta- 
tion of the Sences, the qualitic and condition of 
things offered, with authoritic to rouſe and ſtirre our 


aftcctions, 


ti affetions,for execution of its iudgement, And leaſt 
'C that Facultie,as it is great and important,might doe 
th any thing raſhly, it hath propoſed vnto itas a Law, 
1c the light of Nature,which ſhineth in all obic&ts,and 
d morcouer hath giuen it meanes in all doubtfull and 
Wi weightic matters, to haue recourſe to the diſcourſe, 
d zcaſon, and counſell of it that commandeth ouer all. 
© There is no doubt, as long as this Order is KCpt in 
)- the managing of mans lite, but he is in an exceeding 
@ 11appy eſtate, and that this great, and generous crca- 
Ty ture,ſheweth himſelte worthy to be the maſter-peece 
IS of that Soucraigne Architect that created him, Bur 
[l I know not what il] Iucke is the cauſe man doth nor 
. enioy this happinefle : for this Faculrie, that is be- 
's neath Vnderttanding, & aboue the Sences,to whom 
d belongeth the cenſure of things, ſuffereth ir ſelfe for 
., the moſt part to be — and mil-led, and fo 
MA conceiueth raſhly; and after it hath ſo conceiued. 
» ſtirreth and mooueth our afteCtions at randon, and 
y leaueth vs full of trouble and vnquietnefle. The Sen- 
g& _ Cces,true Sentinels of the Soule,ſet abroad to view all 
" Obiects, are like ſoft waxe, on which is printed,not 
- the true and internall Nature, but onely the ſuperfi- 
y ciall and externall forme of things:they preſent their 
2 Hed's vnto the Soule with fauour, and euen with a 
e fore-iudgement of their qualitie, according as they 
1 appeare ſeuerally pleaſing and gracefull ro them; and 
4 notas they are profitable and neceſlaric to the vni- 
| uerſall well-fare of man : and moreouer, let in with 
: the 14ex's, the fond opinion of the Vulgar ; from 
aq whence is framed, that inconſiderate Opinion we 
- haue of things,that they are good or bad, profitable 


CY Or 


or hurtful, to be imitated , or to be ſhunned, which 7 
certainly is a dangerous guide , and raſh miſtreſſe to 
follow, and iultly ſuch as our Belleaw hath fer it 


forth. 


Opinion that is conſtant neuer, = 

That workes in vine, and ſtriuetv excy - 
That builds her ſelfe a firme aſſurance, 
Yponthe/ands of light inconſtance. 


Bur whoſocuer will carefully obſerue her effects, 
ſhall fiad her farre worſe then he deſcriberh her : for 
ſhe is no ſooner bred vp, but ſhe without reſpe&t or 
vnderſtanding, ſeizeth vpon our Imagination, and 
there, as if ſhe were within a Citadell , ſtandeth our 
ia defiance againſt true Reaſon: And like a Tyrant, 
that violently hath ſcized on a Towne by force, ſet- 
reth vp VWhecles and Gibbets for thoſe that will not 
readily obey, and offecreth reward to thoſe who will 
follow his partie, Euen ſo, when ſhe entends to 
make vs flye from any thing , ſhe ſetteth it forth vnto 
vs,with a borride and dreadfull viſage : but when ſhe 
would delight vs,ſhe painterh ir ouer,and giuerh it a 
{ſmyling countenance, whereby ſhe flydeth downe 
into our hearts.,and ſtirreth our affeQtions with vio- 
lent motions of hope andtfeare,forrow and pleaſure: 
and becauſe the would be ſure for to diſquiet vs, ſhe 
rouzeth vp our paſſtons,which are the truc diſturbers 
of our Soule, Butamongſ all the other,and aboue 
all thereſt,this ſorrow,wherewith I ſee you poſſeſſed 
( which is nothing buta decay of Spirit, and droo- 
ping, bred by the opinion we haye, that we are af- 

flicted 


1 * flicted with great misfortunes) is a dangerous Ene- 
0 > mietoourreſt : for it is incredible, how much this 
it * ruſtandmouldineſſe, that is gathered inthe Soulc by 
ſuch accidents, is contrarie to Nature, and doth ble- 

miſh and disfigure her workemanſhip : it marreth 

her Faculties, dulleth and benummeth her Vertues : 

when contrariwiſe ſhe ſhould rouze yp her ſelfe, to 
withftand the miſchicfes that threaten vs, and letreth 

| into our hearts a deeper cauſe of our griefe, Now 

fince ſhe is hurtfullto vs, me thinkes we ſhould be- 


S, warc of her; and to the end ſhe may not deceine vs, 
or - diſcouer, anddiligently view her before ſhe hath got 
or ' footing invs, & withſtand her in the verie Frontiers. 
1d And whereas ſhe would inſinuarte her ſelfe vnder the 
ut name of Nature z let vs obſerue that ſhe is an Ene- 
It, 'mie to her,who only maketh a ſhew, as it ſhe would 
te .caſe our paine : Bur let vs take notice how ſhe encrea- 
ot ſeth it, as much as ſhe can. She ſeemeth to be deuour, 
ill and religious, let vs bring forth her deceit and im- 
tO pictic : when as ſhe would flip in by the fauour of 
tO Errour , let vs drive her away by the authoritie of 
he  Reaſonand Truth. Firſt of all,to ſhew that ſhe can- 
ea 'notbe ſheltered vnder the name of Nature,that ſhe 
ne -proceedeth not from her, and is not a common Af- 
O- fection, where with all men be tormented alike : doe 
re: we not ſee thoſe things that cauſe griefe and ſorrow 
he -to ſome,to breed mirth and delight in others 2 That 
I's +one Prouince weepeth, for what another Jaugheth ? 
ue That ſuch as come neere them that mourne and la- 
ed -ment, doc exhort them to be of a good reſolution, 
0- and leaue off their teares? Heare the moſt part of 


af. them that are afflicted,when you haue ſpoken with 
ed "= C 3 them, 


them, and they haue taken time and leyſlure to 
examine their owne paſſions: they will conleſle, 
it is a folly to be vexed,and within three houres 
after, will prayſe them that haue mantully with- 
ſtood Fortune in their aduerſities, and incountcred 
their owne afflictions with a bold and generous Cou- 
rage. So that inall this,there is neither equalitic nor 
certaintie,as there is in the workes of Nature : and 
thercby it appeareth, that micn doe not frame their 
moane to their ſorrow, but to the opinion of thoſe 
they live withall, Remember I pray you that pub- 
lique mourning , the Ancients did {6 much affe@t. 
Vhat doe you lay of them that were lured to weepc 
and lament in Funerals > The teares which came 
from others eyes, that were ſhed onely to bee ſcene, 
and were dryed vp as ſoone as they were not looked 
on : were they naturall,or artificiall > YVVhat was the 
intent of thoſe that were hired, and likewiſe of thoſe 
that hired them, but onely to ſub mit themſclues vnto 
that tyrannicall opinion forged in thoſe Countreys, 
that in ſuch aceidents it bchooued vs to weepe : and 
as for them thathad no ſorrow of their owne, were 
bound to buy it of their Neighbours for readiemo- 
ney? Did not ſuch people betray their owne Reaſon 
wittingly.and purpoſely proſtitute their manlineſle ? 
Shall we deeme they did cuer learne ſuch bad condi- 
tions in the Schoole of Nature ? But rather in the 
Schoole of Opinion, that teacheth how to peruert 
Nature to pleaſe the Vulgar, and which bringeth 
torth nothing but is counterfeit and painted. For 
proote of this,will you behold,with how much vagi- 
ue,it brecedeth, feedeth, and bringetlyvp this ſotrow, 


wherc- 
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wherewith we arc ſo much rormented > I pray ob- 
ſcrue in your lelte, and in all thoſe that are afflicted, 
whether thoſe things ſhee ſerteth forth vnto vs, as 
cauſes of our griete, doe not vex vs either more, or 
ſooner then they ought to doe ? The chicfcſt inſtru- 
ment ſhe hath, and wherewithall ſhe moſt diſturbeth 
vs,confiſteth in euils to come, She hath power ouer 
vs orcly by fraud, and deceit, She knoweth, that 
the croſſes we ſtood in feare of, prooue not ſo heauie 
when they are come, as we did imagine them, and 
are aſlwaged by vic,and cuſtome, Therefore ſhe ca- 
ſeth her ſelfe vpon time to come, as into a thicke 
darkenefle,and raketh her opportunity,cuen as many 
chuſe night to ſtrike men with feare : vpon ſmall oc- 
caſion , ſhe doth then repreſent calamitics vnto vs, 
as they doc Robin-good-fellowes vnto little Chil- 
dren : They raiſe, abare, increaſe, and leſſen them ar 
their pleafure,becauſe they talkevnto them of things 
they neuer ſaw. She tormenteth vs with Euils that 
are not: but in regard we deeme them, or feare them 
to be fo, and which doenot ſo much offend vs by 


"their nature, as by our apprehenſion ; how many 


haue we ſ{eene make their calamities true Euils, with 
oucrmuch gricte,which for fteare to be wretched, are 
become ſo, and hauc turned their vaine timoroul- 
neſſe into a certaine miſerie? Some haue been fo 
frighte! with pouertie,that they haue fallen ſicke vp- 
on't : Others throngh icaloufie of their wiucs, hauc 
been driuen into a conſumption: And the like may 
be ſaid well-neere of all other feares, wherein for the 
moſt part, it ſerueth vs inno other ſtead, but to make 


vs finde,what we ſecke to auoide, Let vs feare no 
more 
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more,we ſhall haueno hurrt,at leaſt we ſhall not haue 
it, till it comes zand let it come when it will, it will 
neuer be ſo bad as we thought it. As for me, I be- 
Iccue., that of all Euils,Feare is the moſt powerfull, 
and troubleſome: for others are Euils no longer then 
they laſt, and the paine ceaſeth with the cauſe, But 
Feare is, of thatwhichis, of that which ts nor, of 
that which perchance ſhall neuer be, yea, many times 
of that which cannot be. O tyrannicall Paſſion ! 
which to vex man,goeth beyond Nature,and by out 
diſcontents, cxtractetha griete out of that which 1s 
not,and to ſatishe theopinion of a fained, and ima- 
rinarie miſerie,draweth from vs tharpe,ancd ſtinging 
corments, Like-vnto the Painter Parrhaſires,who the 
better to expreſle the fabulous rorments of Prome- 
thers,put his Bond-ſlaues to the Racke, Why ſhould 
weve ſo ambitious to our harme, and in ſuch haſt 
mecte with our euils > Let vs take alittle patience, 
and ſuffer it to come neere; ; happily,the time which 
we think will bring vs afflictions,will afforde vs come 
tort. How many chances may there fall that may 
auert theblow wefcare? A Thunder bolt is turned 
away with the wind of a Hat, and the fortunes of 
powerfull Kingdomes, arealtered in a moment : a 
turne of a wheele ſetteth vp that which was downe; 
and often from whence we expected ruine, we Ire- 
cciue fatetie, There is nothing ſo cafie to be begut- 
Icd, as humane Prudence : what ſhe hopeth for,mil- 

carrycth,and what ſhefeareth, comes to paſſe, and 

that fallerhout ſhe lookes nat for. God keepeth hts 

counſell by himſclfe , what man reſolveth vpon one 

way,he determineth another, Let vs not makeour 


ſelucs 
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"*Iſelues vnhappy before the time,and (it way be) we 
Z1hallnot be fo at al}. Future time that deceiueth ſo 
 many,ſhall as ſoone deccive vs in our feares,as in our 


hopes. Ir is one of the chicfeft Maximes in Phyſicke, 
That, Predictions are neuer ccrtaine in ſharpe diſca- 
ſes. If violent motions of heare,bercaueth the Phyſt- 
tian of indgement; what wiſe man dare be fo bold 


- as to aſſure any thing of the ſucceſſe cf our Ciuill 


diſſentions , which are apparantly feenc to be ſtirred 
vp, and maintained by a more then human power ? 
It is a hard matter to warrant the ſafetic of our State, 
bur it is likewiſe vncertaine to fore-tell his ruine, 
How many Cittes, States,and Empires, haue been 
ſhaken, and tottered with inteſtine accidents, and 
ſuch, that thoſe which beheld them, looked certainly 


| for their fatall period;and neuerthelefſe, haue the bet- 
-ter ſetled themſclues, and become more puiſſant and 


flouriſhing then cuer they were? 


Gainſt whom tn entring, Fortune tn hate doth burye, 
On theſe ſhe often ſwules in their retarne. 


Itis his pleaſure,thoſe that are caſt downe, ſhould 
hope ſtill; and ſhall not we, thatare but as yet decly- 
ning? The Romanes, which I willingly challenge 
for witneſſes in braue and generous Actions, as the 
renownedfſt and moſt couragious people that cucr 


* were in the world, had great cauſe ro deſpaire of 
: their affaires, after the Gaules had ſacked their 


Towne, and with Fire and Sword rooted out the 
very Ground-plot of their State. Nowvithſtanding, 


they abated neither in their hopes, nor affections 
D they 
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they boare their Countrey : Bur contrarie,aduerſity 
increaſed their courage, and were ſo couufhdent as to 
bid another Battaile, wherein Fortune was ſo propi- 
tious to them, that they drew many braue Triumphs 
from their ownz ruine. After the loſſe of ſo many 
Buttailes againſt Hazmbal, and that they had waſted 
all the Youth of their City; in ſo many incounters, 
and dilaſters, had they not cauſe to be {ore troubled - 
Contrariwiſc,there were Citizens found, which bad 
Money for the Field whereon Haezniba! incam- 
ped, being ſtill in good hope of the publique well. 
fare. 

And to paſſe to the Ciuill warres(which are com- 
monly the farall & deadly maladies of great Startes } 
VWho would not haue thought the Roman Com- 
mon-wealth had been ftrucke dead art the very heart, 
vnder Marius and Syila? And that the very City her- 
ſelfe vnder Ceſar and Pompey, was carricd into the 
Pharſatian Field , there to be at the common charge 
and coſt of all men,torne and buricd by all the Nati- 
ons of the World ? And neuerthelefle,Che was neuer 
ſo puifſant and tryumphant,as after the time of Aſa 
ris and Syl/a. And the warres of Ceſar and Pompey 
were but the fits and gripings of bringing forth the 
greateſt faireſt and moſt flouriſhing Empire of the 
World. 

Bur to returne from ſtrange Nations to out ſelues : 
Who could haue beleened that our poore State, Jaid 
leuell on the ground, at the comming in of Charles 
the ſeuenth, hauing almoſt neither pulſe nor breath, 
{honld hauerayſed it felfe againe in ſo ſhort a ſpace, 
and ftretched its Armes ouer all the neighbouring 


Prouinces : 


, 


] 


"*Prouinces, as it did ſoone after vnder his next Suc- 

ceſſors? One may ſay of the fortunes of Townes 
and Kingdomes, as they doe of mans diſeaſes, As 
long as there is lite,there is hope; Hope remaineth in 
the body,as long as the Soule. 


But well, ler vs hope for nothing, let vs hold our 
*Euils for certaine, although they be vncertatne: let 
vs thinke them to bee preſent, though they bee to 
-come. Doe youthinke if they did happen,they were 
Jo irkeſome and intollerable as wee imagine them ? 
They would come farre ſhort, Baniſhment,Pouerty, 
lofle of Honours,Joſſe of Children,wherewithall is 
compoſed that Hoaſt of Euils which fo tormenteth 
vs ; theirnumber is not ſo great, as we thinke : yer 
whoſoeuer will examine them one atrer another, 
hall find they are bur raſcall ſtriplings , ſet in battle 
array , to affright vs; it we be armed as we ought, 
"none of them dare make a ſhot , our very lookes 

will defeate and ſeatter them, Do you deeme it no- 
thing (will you ſay ) for a man ro loſe his countrey, 
.and fo to be enforced to change his dwelling? What 


"do you make of tharnaturall loue wee owe vnto our 


.country?I do but the ſame which P/azodid , when he 
forſooke Athews, to go and dwell in Sill and Feypt; 
'I doe but rhe ſame as you had done your ſelte,if there 
thad been an honourable occaſion offered to you, to 


go Ambaſſadour into fome torraine countrey for 
**ren or twelue yecres : you had not onely forſooke 


Four cittic,but (it you will ſay true)had it been nced- 
Full, you would haue forlooke the land tochooſe a 
hip for the place of your aboade, and tye your life 


:to the rackling of a Barke, Ler reafon perſwade you 
D 2 to 
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to that, whicha little Honour would haue done : the 2 
Commanderent of your Prince, - that had char, 3 
ged you witnit, would have made you like 1t well 
Ler fate, and necefſitie,vynto whom you owe more 0- 


bedience,docthe ſame. How many men 15 there euen 


at this day, that voluntarily haue baniſhed theſelucs 
out of Europe , to make plantations in the extremeſt 
parts of 4/72? See them , they prayic their Fortune, 
as ſafe, and ſure , and repleniſhed with all manner of 
happineſle , and pittie ours as altogether wretched, 
full of pouertic and troubles, Iris heauen 1s the true 
and common countrey of man, from whence they 
are come, and whither they muſt returne : and that 
is the reaſon why it,is ſeene,& ſheweth it ſclt ro cuery 
onealmoſt whole, in all parts of the earth,in one day 
& night; whereas conrrariwiſe the earth that 1s buta 
ſmall point in compariſon of it, and all which ſhe in- 
compaſlſeth with her Seas , and watereth with her 
Rivers, 1s not the hundreth and fixticch part of the 
magnitude oz the Sun; ſheweth her ſelte ro vs onely 
in the very place we doc inhabite. 

Would we tic the affettions of man to ſo narrow 
an obiect, as acorner of the carth? and inforce him, 
tor to be happie, to dwell ſtill in one place , which 
picaſeth him in no other reſpect then that he may 
leauec it when he liſteth> Confine him to that country 
wiercin hee tooke ſo mnch p:caſure, it will become 
irkeſome to him in an inſtant, He that liued all his 
lite time within the walles of his towne, vntill hee 
was fourcſcore yeeres of age,died for gricte as ſoone 
as he was forbidden to gocoutof it, and began to 
hatethat bedid cnioy by force, and to loue that 


which 
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was forbidden, And that braue Roman Rutilines, be- 


Jag called home from his baniſhment by $zlla,would 
not returne, and preferred the ſolitarineſſe of his I- 
4and, before the greatneſle and magnificence of his 

Citic.See in how ſhort a time he had learned to make 

a ſmall reckoning ot his countrey, he had rather loſe 
#he ſight of it, then endure the {fight of him that op- 
preſſed its libertie : hee could brooke well baniſh- 
"ment, but hated the Tyrant, Bur queſtion him,hee 
will not onely tell you that his baniſhment was tol- 
kerable, but will fer it out ro you to be ſweer and full 
ofpleaſure: he will ſhew youthat all his vertues fol- 

Jowed him,and morcouer had purchaſed the friend- 

ſhip of Phyloſophy: and will tell you further he hath 

Hucd no longer then he hatlr beene baniſhed, It isno 

gther then an imaginarie Loue that you bewayle, 

which hath no roote but in opinion, thata ſmall 

{thing may plucke out, To a wiſe man all countreys 

Arcalike,or at leaſt,as Pompey ſayd,he ought to eſteem 

#hat his countrey where he hath his libertie. Ail ſorts 

of men are his tcilow-citizens, he acknowledgeth 

ahcm tor Allies, for Kial-tolkes ; all come from one 
Maine ſtocke, which is che hand of that great Father 
who hath created all, | 

- You ſee that fortune euecn lcadeth ſome by the 

hand ont of their countrey, ro make them great and 

might 11a Forraine, Reckon vp, Ipray you, the | 

#Emperours that reigned in Rowe fincc Train : how 

many of them were natiues in the cittie? wall you 
fay, that theſe men, whereot ſome had left Spaine, 
ſome Sclunonis, ſome France, ome A4fricke, to at- 
4aine vnto the greateſt Empire of the world hauc bin 


3 forrv. 
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to that, whicha little Honour would haue done : the 
Commanderment of your Prince, that had char- 
ged you with it, would have made you like 1t well: 
Let fate, and necefſitie,vnto whom you owe more 0- 
bedience,docthe ſame, How many men 1s there euen 


at this day, that voluntarily haue banithed thcſelucs 


out of Europe , to make plantations in the extremelt 
parts of Aſza? See them , they prayic their Fortune, 


as ſafe, and ſure , and repleniſhed with all manner of 


happinefle , and pittie ours as altogether wretched, 
full of pouertic and troubles, Iris heauen 1s the true 
and common countrey of man, from whence they 
are come, and whithcr they mult returne : and that 
is the reaſon why it's ſeene,& ſhewerh it ſelf ro cuery 
one almoſt whole, in all parts of the earth,in one day 
& night; whereas conrtrariwiſe the carth that is but a 
ſmall point in compariſon of it, and all which ſhe in- 
compaſſeth with her Seas , and watereth with her 
Rivers, 1s not the hundreth and fixticth part of the 
magnitude oz the Sun; ſhewerh her ſelte to vs onely 
in the very place we doc inhabitc. 

Would we tic the affections of man to fo narrow 
an obiec&t, as acorner of the earth? and inforce [1m . 
tor to be happie, ro dwell ſtill in one place , which 
picafeth him in no other retpect then that he may 
leauc it when he liſterh? Confine him to that country 
wierein hee tooke ſo much pleaſure, it will becoine 
irkeſome to him in an inſtant, He that liued all his 
lite time within the walles of his rowne, vntill hee 
was fourcſcore yeeres of age,died for gricte as ſoone 
as he was forbidden to gocoutof it, and began to 
hatethat bedid cnioy by force, and to loue that 


which 


was forbidden, And that braue Roman Rutilins, be- 
ing called home from his baniſhment by Sylla,would 
not returne, and preferred the ſolitarineſle of his I. 
land , before the greatneſle and magnificence of his 
Citic.See in how ſhort a time he had learned to make 
a {mall reckoning ot his countrey, he had rather loſe 
the ſight of it, then endure the ſight of him that op- 
preſſed its libertic : hee could brooke well baniſh- 
ment, but hated the Tyrant, But queſtion him,hee 
willnot onely tell you that his baniſhment was tol- 
lerable, but will ſer it out to you to be ſweet and full 
of pleaſure: he will thew you hat all his vertues fol- 
lowed him,and moreouer had purchaſed the friend- 
(hip of Phylofophy: and will tell you further he hath 
lined no longer then he hatht beene baniſhed, It is no 
other then an imaginarie Loue that you bewayle, 
which hath no roote bur in opinion, thata ſmall 
thing may plucke out, To a wiſe man all countreys 
arc alike,or at leaſt,as Pompey ſayd,he ovght to eſteem 
that his countrey where he hath his libertie. Ail ſorts 
of men are his tcilow-citizens, he acknowledgeth 
them tor Allies, for Kiaſ-folkes ; all come from onc 
maine ſtocke, which is the hand of that great Father 
who hath created all, 

You fee that fortune euen leadeth ſome by the 
hand ont of their countrey, ro make them great and 


mig]:t2 11a Forraine, Reckon vp, I pray you, the - 


Imperours that reigned in Rowe ſince Traity : how 
many ot them were nariues in the cittie? will you 
ſay, that theſe men, whereot ſome had left Spain, 
ſome Sclanontia, fome France, ſome A4fricke, to at- 
taine vnto the greateſt, Empire of the world haue bin 
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ſorry,or ought to wiſhfor their owne countrey 2 yea 
bur our condition ſhall not bealike , wee ſhall come 
from the ſacking of a towne , naked as from a ſhip- 
wracke,and ſhall loſe all our fortunes, It 1s pouertie 
then we teare;Thars freely ſpokeu. And what is 4t to 
feare pouertie ? but to loole a few faire moucables 
chat we haue gathered , the commoditic of a houſe 
well turniſhed, a {oft bed , meate well drefled. Take 
off the Maske trom our complaints, & then you thal! 
[ce the true tace of our ſorrow, VVe are efteminate, 
there 15 our difeale, A man that haul) his l:mmes, 
ought he to complaine of pouertic ? hee that hath a 
trade,ought he to feare it > He that is brought vp in 
learning,ought he ro fly tro ir? Extreme pouerty that 
hath not wherewichall to ſuffice Narure, doth {el- 
dome happen: Nature dealeth very inſtly with vs,ſhe 
hath tramgd vs fo, that wee ſtand in neede of few 
things. It we apply our ſelues ro her defires, we ſhall 
be ſure of ſufficient y if to the opinion of the Vulgar, 
lomeriing will alwayes ſeeme to be wanting. This 
other pouertie, which is rather mediocritic and tru- 
galitie, 1s to be deſired, fo farre it is from heing 
dreadful! : lc is that 4rche/i/ans fayd ro be like vnto 
Itraca, winch was rovgh and harſh, bur cid bring 
forth generous and temperate men, It is vertices 
dowric.and eſpecially inrhele times, Where few rich 


haue been vertgous,and few vertuous hauc been rich: 
*and where, 
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ſelues:of which,affaires, ſuits in law,& quarrels,carry 
away the greateſt part : itſhall be then all ours, we 
may then imploy itas we lift, O falſe goods, whoſo- 
eucr fhould know you rightly , would decme you to 
be true Euils! Who makes vs Bond-ſlaues but you ? 
who cauſcth our inturics but you ? who taketh away 
our liberty but you?zwho tieth vs to the gates of Prin- 
ces,makes vs Slaues to their ſcruants,to obſerue their 
actions,bow at their nods,but you?O Pelfe,none can 
prayſe you, but muſt diſpraiſe libertie; none can get 
or keepe you, that dothnor loſe himſelfe; and neuer- 
theleſſe you are called Goods. Yes,as conuenient in- 
ſtruments,8& ſometimes neceſſary to worthy actions, 
whereof the vie is {o ticklith and hard,that it ſeldome 
happeneth,that you doe more good then harme. 

Now [I grant it is good to haue wealth; yer for all 
thar,it is notill ro hauc none : for pouertie and rich- 
eſſe are indeed ſeuerall chings,but nor contrary; they 
are ſcucrall Goods, feucrall Inſtruments of VYertue: 


With the oneſhe worketh with more eaſe; with the - 


other, to more periction. But howſocuer, Pouertic 
auaileth more to atraine ro that ſoueraigne Good, 
at the which all the world ought to ayme , which is 
the reſt of the Soule,and the tranquilitie of the Mind. 
How many haue we euen at this day, which for the 
ſelfe-ſame cauſe doc embrace wiltull pouertie? How 
many which thinke not themſclues free, but ſince the 
day they made themfeJues poore ? that deeme they 
onely live, fince they Gicd to the world ? Since that 
our life is ſo ſhort, and we muſt depart from hence 
without carrying any thing with vs, is irnor for our 
caſe to bee as lightly loaden and incumbred with 
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luggage as we can ? The lite of a poore man1s like 
vnto them,who fayle cloſe by the ſhore; and that of 
therich,vnto thoſe thatare inthe mayne, Thele can- 
not land would they neuer fo faine, but mult \waltC 
for Winde, and Tide; thoſe come neerc when they 
pleaſe, itis but caſting a {mall rope, and their Barke 
15 brought inflanily into rhe Harbour, O poverty, 
how many things art thou fit for! he that ſhould 
know thee, would not cenſure thee /{ Alas,it we did 
icc as plainly the icalouſies feares, fuſpitions,terrors, 
and deſires of great men as we ſee the rootes of their 
bouſcs,and forefronts of their Pallaces, the b11ght- 
neſſe of their houſhold turniture, the glittering ol 
their clothes, we would not enuy their fortunes, It 
one ſhould ſay to vs, Loe you there,you muſt rake all, 
or lcaueall, bethinke your ſelues whether you will 
enioy his fortunes with all his incommodiries ; wee 
would goe backe, and neuer goe through with our 
bargaine, and deeme our felues happy ih our pouer- 
tie. It it were as bad as they make 1t, we ſhould not 
ſo highly prayſe the Fabritii, Serrani, Curii, tor that 
frugalitie, when they refuſed Gold and Siluer to till 
tzeground, delights and pleaſures to embrace la- 
bour , anddsinties to feed vpon Bread and Onions, 
VViat was itelſe, buta voluntarie Pouertic ? Ir is a 
wondertull thing , when wee indge of Poucrtic in 
[trangers,ſhe gaineth her cauſe; ſhe goeth away with 
prayſeand reputation: what is that, but-ro declare 
eat our priuare intereſt doth corrupt and hinder vs 
from dging right when as it concernethovr ſelues? 
Certainly amongit impartall perſons it is commen- 
dable,but among{t any it ;5 rojierable, 


Now 


Y 


\ 


Now it we can endure Pouertie, how much eaſicr 
the loſſe of our dignities & honors,that arc but a vo- 
luntarie ſeruitude , by which weare depriued of our 
ſelues tro be beſtowed vpon the Common-wealth? 
Honours , that alwayes haue -brought vato great 
men,that haue worthily managed them, baniſhment 
anJ pouertie? Remember the Hiſtorics of the An. 
cients, and when you finde a Magiſtrate, who boate 
any great {way with either Prince or Common. 
wealth, and that deſired to carry himſelfe worthily, 
& ſpeake treely ; I will hold you a wager, that this 
man was baniſhed , that was killed, another poyfo- 
ned. At Athevs, Ariſiides, Themiſtocles,and Phocion; at 
Rome infinite , whoſe names I ſpare, for teare of fil- 
ling Paper,contenting my telfe with Camillws, Scipio, 
and Cicero for antiquitie ; Poprmianxe for the time of 
the Romane Emperours;and Boeriws vnder the Gothy, 
But why ſhould wee fterch them fo farre off > whom 
haue wee ſcene inour time keepe the great Seale of 
Fraxce , that hath not been preferred to this place, 
with an intent he thould be thruſt from it with dil- 
gracche that had ſeenc my Lord Chancellor Oliaey, 

or my Lord i_hancellour de i Hoſpital, goe from the 

Court to retire themſclues into their owne houſes, 

queſtionleſſe would ſay,that ſuch honours are bur as 

ſo many rockes and ſhelues of ſand, whereon Vertuc 
may ſplit her ſelfe. Preſent vato your memory thoſe 
braue and venerable Ancients , in whom all manne1 
of vertues did ſhine; in whom, amorgſt an infinite 

1 mber of exquiſite parts you could not tel! what to 

chooſe,endowed with learning,exccedingly well ex- 


| perienced in all affaires,louers of their countrey, and 


truly worthy of ſuch places , it the time had nor been 
Va 
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,oworthy of them. After they had a long time tired 

out themſelues in the common-wealth , they pickt 

id!c and {|cight quarrels ,and falſe accuſations to put 

them from affaires of ſtate,or rather depriue the ſtate 

as atoſſed fhip , of the directions of ſo wile and ex- 

perienced Pilotes, whereupon ſhe might the ſooner 

{iFer wracke, It is ambition at all times to deſire 

publicke offices;and faint-heartedneſſe to moane for 

them when th cy are gonezin this tine 1t 15 madnefſle, 

in this I ſay,wherein the Magiſtrates authoritte doth 
humbly, yea ſhametully {crue the paſſions of thoſe, 
that hauc the power in their hands, in atime where 
Freedome is capitall,andTruth offenftue,where pub- 
like Miſery imploreth your helpe,and the violence of 
the wicked ſtoppeth your mouth. 

It was not counſell Cato gane vnto his ſonne, but 
an oracle he vttered to men of our times,when he ad- 
uiſed him not to meddle with affaires of ſtate:Becauſe 
(quoth he)the liberty of the time will not afford thee 
to do any thing worthy the name of Cats, nor Cates 
name to do any thing vnworthy his generoſitie. As 
forme, I accuſe them that keepe yet publike offices, 
& belecue that if there be any thing wherein threat- 
ning Fortune may fauour vs, it is to diſcharge good 
men of that burthen, that preſſeth their ſhoulders fo 
fore. So it is,that whoſocuer will reckon his honors a- 
mong his loſſes, like vnto thoſe that are tobe lamen- 
ted, and which may bee alleged fora juſt cauſe of 
forrow,like vnto theſe we feare ; I efteeme him to be 
ouer-nice,and cenſure him from this preſent, ynwor- 
thy of the dignity hee fearcth to loſe. 

Bur, ſome one will ſay, what will you anſwer con- 
cerning the loſe of our friends , our kinſ-folkes, our 

| children, 


children, whereof we are threatned by ſuch accidents 


id 


as we fcare? I will anſwer you,that although it were 
come to paſſe, that the ruine of our rowne had oucr- 
whelmed the,we ſhould haue wherewithall to cofort 
our ſelues,for death would be very welcom vnto the; 
wearc not diſcontented,in my opinion, for that they 
are borne morrall, 8& therfore they muſt dic one day, 
bur only thar they dieat this time:we are not to learn 
that fince they be borne men, they muſt be reſpected 
fro vs,they muſteither go before,or follow vs,8& cucn 
as well in peace,as in war, as ſoone by ſickneſſe, as by 
ſword; howſocuer it be,they cannot auoyd the (troke 
of death,bur cither ſooner or later, a little before, or 
a little after is the matter troubleth vs ſo much, Can 
death cometo them in a fitter time, then when as life 
is irkeſome? it they were to wiſh for it,or we for the; 
what more conuenient feaſon could they chooſe? is 
not a harbor moſt to be defired,whe we are extreme- 
ly weather-beaten? The true end of death, is to put a 
criod to our miſeries;if God had made life happier, 
be had alſo made it longer, We ought the to bewaile 
their dcath for their ſake,& to do it for our own were 
vnſcemely: for itis a kind of iniury, to be gricued at 
the quier of thoſe we loue, becauſe we are diſturbed 
thereby,ſpecially concerning the loffe of our friends: 
there is a remedy lett ro vs ſtill, which Fortune how 
harſh and crucll ſocuer ſhe be, cannot take from vs; 
for if wee ſuruiue them , we haue meanes to get 0- 
thers. As friendſhip is one of the greateſt bleflings 
of life, ſoit is one of tte eaſicſt ro bee obtained: 
God maketh man , and man maketh friends, he that 
wanteth no Vertue, ſhall neuer want friends. Its 


the inſtrument wherewith they be made,8 wherwith 
E 2 whea 


when the old ones are loſt , new-ones are procured, . 


If Phidias had loſt any of his tamous Sta'ues , what 
meanes ha he to repaire that loſf-21one but to make 
vp again ſuch another: Hath Fortune taken away our 
friends from vs > Let vs make new-ones , and ſo we 
{all not loſe them, but multiply them. Thoſe ſhall 
pcea'ore, andtay for vs in the place prepared for 
faire and pure foules , andthe others ſhall make the 
reſt of our way more delightſome by their company. 
Perhaps (you will ſay ) wee may take patiently 
thoſe aduerſitics you told vs of; tor, to ſpeake truely, 
that ſtriketh but vpon the gowne, and toucheth one- 
ly what is about vs,goods,honors, friends & childre; 
but if the cuill cometh any further , and doth pene- 
trate our perſon , how ſhall we doe that we may not 
feele it? or feeling it , we may not torment our ſelues 
for it?Foraſmuch as you foreſee,that if the furyof our 
ſeditious citizens be turned once vpon vs,which they 
ſuſpect already,they will caſt vs into priſon,pur vs to 
the racke, and rage againſt vs as they haue done a- 
gainſt ſo many others, from whom we haue not been 
otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed, then by our good Fortune; 
or clſe as we are neere vpon it, if the town be taken or 
{urpriſed,and is ſacked,and {poyled, we ſhal fall into 
the hadsof barbarous & inhuman fouldiers,the more 
for that they are ſtrangers, which after they haue bca 
ten and rormented vs, will keepe vs in a wofull thral- 
dome,where perhaps we ſhall remaine ficke, and lan- 
guiſhing withour reliefe;ir may be they will add tor- 
tureto {1ckenes: And inthe end we thal ſee our [-lues 
dying in this miſery , and fora ſurcharge, we ſhall 
22ue about vs a company of poore little children, 
voyd of al comfort,and-to whoſe com paſhon we ſhal 


affoord 


% 


affoord nothing but ſighes. VWhat minde fo well 
ſecled will be able to endure ſuch-fits > and t.nding 
himſelfe in ſuch a remedilefle agony , doth not curſe 
a hundred times a day, and abhorre the houre of his 
birth, wiſhing rather to haue been abortiue, then 
feaſonably borne in ſuch a dangerous time. confefſe 
this to be the hardeſt , and molt irkeſome, of all that 
may befall vs; but I deny it intollerable, and main- 
taine that Vertue may brauely withſtand this aſſault, 
get the victoric,and keepe our minde ſafe vnder her 
Buckler , full of quier and content. Burt if we muſt 
come to fight, let vs not giue our enemies more ad- 
uantage then they haue already;let vs not make them 
bigger then they arc, let vs not ſuffer them to come 
11a throng againſt vs; letvs compell them to come 
one by one to the breach. 

The firſt that appeareth to fright vs,is a number of 
long & tedious diſeaſes. Why rathernow then 20. 
yeeres agoe 2 Do wethinke diſeaſes to be more tre- 
quent and troubleſome in want then in wealth, in 
frugalitic then in prodigalitie? Good God , how 
blinde weare! Did wee euer finde in Cottages the 
Gout the Stone,the Vinde-collicke,orthe Megrim 
in the head? I confeſle I neuer ſaw any there, and yet 
I hane diligently obſerued ft, All ſuch euils which 
are ſharpe and ſtinging dilſeaſes,are moſt commonly 
in Cities, in great mens Pallaces : they are the Sees of 
Bankers, Feaſts, Watchings, and of nights paſſed 
in pleaſing {ports. So that the miſeries we endure,a- 
mongſt other commodities they bring vnto vs, they 
take away the cauſe of thoſe great maladies,and root 


them our, cutting off the Fibers & Branches of plea- 
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ſures, which fed and maintained them. But admit 
they were to happen, where may they be berter cured 
then in Pouertic > What doe you thinke there 15 1n 
the Bookes of Gale and Hippocrates, wholſomer to 
all.or at leaft to moft diſcafes, then Sobrietic > All 
thoſe other remedies Phyſicke hath inuented with fo 
much Art and induſtric, arealmoft onely for Effemi- 
nate people,which would be cured with delight,and 
abate nothing of their pleaſures,chooſing rather Art 
then Nature for their Phyfitian, Bur yet I will grant 
we way want remedies: ſhould we want courage for 
all that > Shall we ſuffer our ſelues to be ſubdued by 
paine, and ſubmit that which is abſolute and fouc- 
raigne 11 vs, vnto that ſtrange power ? It were to0 
great a weakeneſſe, ſecing the meanes Reaſon and 
Diſcourſe afford vs to withſtand it. Either the Dil- 
caſes that befall vs, bring with them a violent, or a 
moderate paine: if it be moderate, it is cafic to be in- 
dured : We that are yſed to fuffer,ought not to com- 
plaine of ſmall twitches : and being that we looke for 
greater,we ought to giue thankes vnto our Deſtinie, 
tor quitting vs at ſocaficarate, and making vs leſſe 
wretched,then we made account to haue been, Briet- 
yore can endure the plaints of him, that moaneth 
or a touch,ſpecially ina ſeaſon where no body is free 
trom Euill > If the Euill be violent, it ſhall be ſhort ; 
Nature doth not ſuffer great Euils to be laſting, and 
hath giuen them that comfort, that their quickneſſe 
doth almoſt take away the ſence of them. That goeth 
like a ſtreame, inan inſtant you ſee itdryed vp, and 
know not what is become of it: ſo ſhort an Euill gi- 
ueth youno time tocomplaine ; it is paſt, afore you 
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haue taken notice of it: if you eſcape it, it leaueth 
you with a kinde of pleaſure to bee out of it; if ir 
beareth you away, it carryeth with you the ſenſe 
of the paine.Burt whatſocuer ir is, the cuill can neuer 
be ſo great, but reaſon and diſcourle ought to ouer- 
come lt, 

I could rehearſe vnto you the examples of the An- 
cients, not of men, but cuen of women, which hauc 
indured long and ſharpe diſeaſes with ſo much con- 
ftancy , that paine hath bercaued them ſooner of lite, 
then of courage. But why ſhould I go ſeeke them (o 
farre off for you, thathaue a domeſticke-one of your 
owne, farre worthier then any Antiquitie can af- 
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-foord? I meanec of your vertuous and deare ſiſter, 


which in that raging Collicke of ſixe moneths , that 
in the end carried her away,hath ſhewed {o conſtant 
a minde, ſo inuincible a courage, that her ſpeech, 
which neuer failed her vnrill the very end , wasa 
comfort vnto them that ſaw her , and prayſes, and 
_ vnto God, from whoſe hand ſhee 
recciued conſolation and ftrength to endure the e- 
uill, But leſſe vs paſle lightly over this skarre:I feare 
in ſtcad of healing a new wound, I feſtcr an olde 
one, thathath ſo liuely and dcepely touched you. 
As for the torments weare to feare from them, into 
whole hands we might fall; we ought not to doubr, 
that if we can take the reſolution , vnto the which 
both the reaſons and exarpples heretofore by me re- 
laced, inuite vs , but we ſhall eaſily ouer-rule them, 
for they are not harder to be borne then great and 
painſull diſcaſes : ir ſeemeth rather, that hauing body 
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and health to reſiſt them, Nature doth ſecond vs in 
this fight , to put the victorie 1nto our hands, 
[t is incredible, what power Reaſon and Diſcourſe 
haue in this place,not onely to make vs conſtant, but 
euen to make paine appeare to vs ſweet and pleaſant, 
lt werean ir-finite thing to alledge the examples of 
thoſe, which haue not onely with an vndaunted cou- 
rage waited for torments, bur.perlwaded by Reaſon, 
haue ſought and endured them with a kinde of plea- 
ſure, 

You know, how that in Lacedamenia, young Clul- 
dren whipped one another, when one could nor per- 
cciuc in their face any token or apprehenſion of pain: 
VVhat then? were they infenſible > No certainly, but 
in thoſe tender yeeres they had fo fully per\waded 
themſelues,that it was a great glory, to ſufter and cn- 
dure,to doe their Countrey leruice,thar by their cou- 
rage they eaſily ouercame painc, and gricte, and 
laughed at that,others were wont to weepe tur, Cane 
not we for the honour of Vertne doe the like as tlic 
did for thehonour of their Comitrey > And for the 
quictneſſe of our Minde, that which chey d1d for the 
good of their Common-wealth ? A/exanders Page 
ſuffered himſclte to be burned with a Cole,and made 
no ſhew to be mooued at it, leaſt he ſhould commit 
any vnſcemely thing in his Maſters preſence, and 
trouble the Ceremony of the Sacrifice, And ſhall 
not we in the preſence of Men, Angels, Nature, and 
ot God mſelfe.cnCure {cmwhar thar may (hew we 
Can accor modate OUr le!ngs vnro the | awes of the 


\World,and to the VVill of our Souerai 
being Amb 
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by King Geztis,that indeauoured to wreſt from hing 
Pablique affaires : but to ſhew him, there was no 
torture that could draw it from himyhe put his owne 
Finger in the Fire,and ſuffered it to burne, vntill that 
Gentiss himſelfe plucked it away. He ſought torment 
to make ſhew of the ſtrength of his fidelitie: And 
ſhall we betray our Soule,it torments befall vs > And 
forget the duetic we owe vntothat,that is Diuine in 
vs? Shall we then bearc a deiced minde, and in- 
thrall it to our body, to condole and ſuffer paines 
equall with it > Farre more generous was that braue 
Anaxarchas , that halfe bruized in the Tyrants Mor- 
ter, would neuer confeſle his minde to be touched 
with paine:Stampe on (quoth he ) the caſe of Anax- 
archus , tor as for him you cannot hurt, Hence came 
that faire reſolution. Hence as from aquick-ſpring 
did low that Conftancie,whereby he had learncd to 
deſpiſe the body,as athing that is not onr owne, nor 
in our power, and vſeit as a borrowed garment, to 
make ſhew for a time of our minde, vpon this low 
and tranfitorie Theater. 

Now, were not he ouer-nice that ſhould howle 
and cry out, becauſe his Gowne were ſpoyled, or a 
Hooke had grapled it, or ſome one going by,had 
torne it > ſome baſe Broker, that would make gaines 
of ſuch Ware,would complaine of it, A Prince, a 
great Man, a wealthy Citizen,would laugh at it, and 
in compariſon of the reſt of his wealth, would make 
no reckoning of it, Let vs value our felues as wc 
ought to doe, let vs be curious of our Honour and 
quietneſſe, and we ſhall make littleaccount of all our 


body can ſuffer inthis VVorld, Yea, but the paine 
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will be {o great, we ſhall loſe our Life by it, and thall 
{ce the Thread of our yeeres cut off in the verie mid- 
dle: Who can free himfelfe from the Feare of this 
blow, that cuen Nature her ſcltc doth abhorre? for 
though Death comes in due time, yet it 15 dreadfull: 
How much worſe will it be when it is haſtened, and 
gathereth vs vp treihand greene, inthe very prime of 
our Youth? Vedecciuc our (clues, our Death hath 
nothing dreadfull of her felte more then our Birth, 
Nature hath nothing that is ſtrange and terrible, 
Death is amongſt vs euerie day. and doth nor ſcare 
vs,We dye cucrie day,andeueric houre of our Lite 
that is patt,is dead, It is not the laſt drop comes out 
of the Bottle emptieth it,but finiſheth ir; and che laſt 
moment of our Life doth not cauſe Dcath,bur onl 

ſhewerh it, The chicleſt part of Death conliſterh in 
that wee haue lined; the more wee deſire to liue, 
the more wee defire Deach ſhould gaine by vs: but 
from whence comes this defire? Euen from the O- 
pinionof the Vulgar,that meaſures all by the Yard, 
and deemes nothing precious that is not. great; 
whereas exquiſite and excellent things are common- 
Iy thinne and ſlender. It is the part ota skilfull work- 
man to encloſe much ina little ſpace; and we may 
fay,thatitis almoſt fatall to illuſtrious men to dys 
quickely : great Vertue and long Lite ſeldome 
meetes together, Life is meaſured by the End; 
ſo that it bee good, all the reſt hath its Proppr- 

£10n ; quantitic auayleth nothing, to make ir 

more or leſſe happy ; a little Circle is as round 

as a great, 1t 1s Figure doth all, Yer you will 

lay , one would wiſh to dic quietly in his bed, a- 


moneſt 
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© mongſt his owne people, comforting them, and 


recciuing comfort trom them againe, Ir is a pittifull 
thing to bee killed in a Corner, and be deprined of 
decent Funerals, So many men that goe to the wars, 

and take Poſt to bee preſent at a Bartell, arcnot of 
this Opinion, They are going to die all aline , and 
burie themſelues among their enemies. Little chil- 

dren feare masked men; vncouer their faces, they 

teare them no more : Euen fo beleeue mee, Sword 
and the flames of Fire terrifie vs in the manner as we 
imagine them; take oft the maske , the Death where- 
with they threaten vs,is the very ſame whereof wo- 
men and little children die. But I ſhall leaye be. 

hinde little children without helpe or affiſtance : as 

if thoſe children belonged more vnto you, then vn- 

to Godzas it you loued them more then he, which is 

the firſt and trueft Father, or as if you had more 
meanes to keepe them ſafe then hee, No, no, they 

ſhall haue the common Father of all the world, that 

ſhall watch ouer them, and preferue them vnder the 

wings of his fauour, as he doth all his creatures from 

the greateſt to the leaſt, 

Euils then areneuer ſo great, as our Ambitious 
Opinion ſetrteth them toorth vnto vs ; ſhee doth 
fright vs by her guile : But ſhee doth altogether 
marre and corrupt vs, when as ſhee ſtriues to per- 
{wade vs, that in ſuch occaſions we muſt grieue and 
pine our ſelues. Certainely, if the ſorrow it bring- 
eth had nothing worſe then the deformitie where- 
withall it is accompanyed , wee ought to flye 
from it with might and maine, Obſerue it, as ſoone 
as ſhee gentcth into vs, ſhee filleth vs with ſuch 
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aſhame, wee dare not ſhew our ſelues openly , nor 
ſo much as in priuate to our friends after we are 
once ſeized on by this paſſion, we lecke nothing but 
an odde corner to lye dreaming in, and ſhun the 
fight of men : we will haue no witneſſes to our aCti- 
ons, the ſig.* of our friends is troubleſome to vs; 
what is the meaning of this, but onely that ſhe con. 
demneth her (c!fe, and doth acknowledge how vn: 
come!y ſhe is? would notyou thinke the were a wo- 
man that had b:cn catchr in the act, that hideth and 
concealcth her (clte , and is afraid to be knowne? or 
Terentius his Cherea,that hauing attired himlelte like 
an Eunuch , to perturme a pcece of knauerie,is ouer- 
cakE ia the micſt of the ſtreet or ina ſtrangehoule? It 


is indecd to apparell men like Eunuchs; yea,geld the 


altogether , as to ſuffer them to fall into that ſorrow 
which bereaucth them of whatſocuer they haue man- 
ly and generous, and giueth vs all the countenances 
and infirmuties of women, So the Thraciaws put men 
that mourned into womens apparel], cicher to make 
them aſhamed oi themſelues, or to cauſe them to 
glue ouer quickly ſuch vacomely andeftcminate be- 
hauior, Bic what need was there of ſuch clothes fot 
thatefor it ſeemes to me their countenances and their 
actions might haue bcena ſufficient token to ſhew 
they were no more men. It was in my opinion a pub- 
like diſgrace , the Lawes inflicted vpon them for 
their puſllanimitie , a ſummons to remember them- 
{- ues, and put on againe their manly courage. The 
Roman Lawes, that were more generous, hauc not 
lought remedies by diſgrace againſt theſe effeminate 
iamentations:for they hauc vtterly prohibited them, 
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by their firſt and pureſt ordinances. They deemed 
not the death of either father,mother, children, kin{- 
men,or fricnds, aſuffcient cauſe that we ſhould vn- 
naturalize our ſclues, and commit any thing againſt 
manlineſſe. They hane tolerated the firſt teares, that 
are wreſted by anew and freſh ſorrow: Thoſe teares, 
I ay, that may fall cuentrom theeyes of Phyloſo- 
phers; and which with humanitic maintaine digni- 
tic; which may tall from our eyes, without Vertue fal- 
ling from onr hearts. Such were thoſe, as Ithinke, 
trickled along the cheekes of faire Pamthes , when as 
Araſpes fell in loue with her , becauſe he had ſcene 
her to his great liking woepe very tenderly and pit- 
tifully for her husbands death. For the firſt violent 
brunt of ſorrow , ratſeth in vs ſuch lively paſſions, 
that they ſlip cafily into the minde of thoſe that look 
vpon ys, andfill them with alike ardour. Bur this 
inueterate ſorrow, thathath pierced vnto the very 
Marrow of our Bones , withereth our face, 8& diſtur- 
beth our Soule, ſo that there remaineth nothing in 
vs, that is loucly and gracetull, And if Nature hath 
diſpoſed of any thing comely in either our Body 
or in our Soule , it is faded by this bitter paſſion, 
as the bcautic of a Pearle is difſolued in Vi- 
neger. 

Iris great pitty then to ſee vs, we walke with our 
head hanging downe , and our eyes fixed on the 
ground, our mouth without ever a word , our 
limmes without motion,and oureyes are in no ſtead 
but to weepe:you would deeme vs to be but ſweating 
fatues; it is not without caule the Poets haue recor- 
ded, Niobe was turned into an image of ſtone with 
I = 2; | OUT - 


ouer-much weeping, Their intention was not onely 


: | thexeby As an Ancient hath chought, tO repreſent tO : ; 
*; ' vsthelilenceſhee kept in her mourning; but allo 
ay. teach vs,ſhe had loſt all manner of tceling,by gluing + - 
li her (clic ouer to forrow, VVe ought then to auoyde k- 
Wet it, were itbur for that it is fo vnbeſecming and dit- 

the honourable. 

Wes Furthermore,it is ſtrangely hurtfull, and ſo muck 

| l tiemorc infects vs vnder colour of doing good; ſhe 

Fj makerh,as if ſhe did haſten to helpe vs,and contrart- 

fy wile ſhe doth offend vs; ſhe ſeemeth to pull the Iron 

4. from the wound, and ſhee driucth it into the very * 
Jin heart ; (hee doth promiſe vs Phylicke , and ſhe gt- 

Jil ueth vs Poylon ; her Blowes are ſo much the harder 

of co putby , and her Attempts roo crofle, | becauſe 

45.7 ſhe is an enemy fed and brought vp with vs , fo that 

Wo we haue bred our ſelues to our owne milchicte. It 

Al was ſhe,in my opinion, the Comicall Greeke ſpoke : 
be of, when as he cryed out againſt men : O poore 
ws people, how manycuils doc you wittingly endure * 
they beſides thoſe needfull Nature fendeth vnto you? for 

{4K who can wee complaine of, butof our felues, when 
/; : Uter the feeling of cuils paſt, wee retaine ſtill their 


; gricte, and opinionate our ſelues to ruminate and 
continually bring them into our memory ; or that 
þ tor tcare of time to come, wefaint for want of ſpi- |, 

'Þ rit and courage? Doth not this cuill befall to vs from |” 
4 our ſelues > whereof we oughrtnot to wonder, that | 

FR tis ſo laſting , ſeeing it is like Riuers which come 
[rom the Sea,andreturne into it, and terching their 


| ſpring from the {ame place they runne into, are < 
yg 2eucr drycd vp, Poore fooles/why do we ſo carcully 
| | watcr 
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water this plant, that Gareth ſuch bitter fruite? Can 
we finde any good taſte in thele moanes, grictes ſor- 
rowes, fighes , wherewithall the peſtereth our lite. 
and poyſoneth all our actions 2 for as long as ſhee 
dwelleth with vs,what doe we doe worthy the name 
of men ? when doe wee thinke of doing ſeruice ro 
our countrey , or performing the dutie of good 
Subic&s,to oppoſe our ſelues againſt the fattions of 
the wicked, to defend the Lawes from the aſſaults 
of Ambition and Couectouſneſſe, to protect our 
friendes from the oppreſſhon of the malicious ? 
what reſpite haue we from this importunate paſſion, 
to lift vp our eyes to' heauen, and with a pure ſpi- - 
rit 'giue thankes vnto that great and ſoucraigne 
God, that hath placed vs here in this world , and 
beſtowed vypon vs fo many bleſſings and farours, 
that if wee had nothing elſe to doe but to giue him 
prayſe , yet wee ſhould not haue halfe time enough 
to give him his duc ? Truely ſhee cannot bee excu- 
ſed: ſhe is either very vndifcreet, or very malicious; 
eitherher end is bad, orclle ſhe erreth and ſtrayeth 
fromher end. 

If it be her drift to encreaſe our euils , and that the 
more ſhe ſeizeth on vs, the heauier & more diſtaſiful 
ſhe makes our lite : why do not we pur her backe at 
her firſt entrance ? why doe not wee ſhut her out of 
doores ? orart leaſt, why doe not we driue her away 
by the head and ſhoulders, as foone as we know her 
deſigne? ' wee are traytors to our ownereſt, it be- 
ing acquainted with its enemies, if hauing notice of 
thoſe do diſturbe it, we receine them , and vphold 
them , and cheriſh them, It ir be her end to caſe our 
; | 04 - Soo .. 
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ſorrow, to qualific and ſoake it in our teares, Vhy 


ſhould we imploy ſo long, ſe bad and raſhan Officer 
that doth what is cleane contrarie to her intent ? 
Who did cuer ſee her attaine vnto it > Vhat Mind 
did ſhe euer cnter, that ſhe hath comforted ? But 
contrariwiſe, it the found it quaking, hath ſhe not 
quice ouerthrowne it? If vpon falling,ouerwhelmed 
it? There commeth not one out of her Clawes,but 
ſpoyled,maymed,and bruized. Vhen ſhe hath gone 
ourr ir,the leaucth bchinde neither ſtrength,nor ref 
ſtance,and becommerh like vnto a deepe and hollow 
place,whichis not onely defyled with the filth that 
groweth in it, but on all fides, Sinckes and Gutters 
run into it, ſo that pure Water is corrupted therein, 
For a mi poſſeſſed with Sorrow,is offended with his 
owne Euils and other mens both, with publique and 
private : eucp good fortunes befalling him, doe diſ- 
pleaſe him, All chings waxe tart in his Mind,as meat 
doth in a deboſhed Stomake. But befides all this, I 
ſay that Sorrow comming vpon ſuch an occaſion, as 
it doth to you,is verie vniuſt, and I dare aimoſt call 
1t1mpious, For what is it,buta raſh and outragious 
complaint againſt Nature and the Common Law of 
the World ? 
| Thefirft voyce which is pronounced by Nature,js 
that-all things which are vnder the Circle of the 
Moone mult periſh, and as they haue had a begin- 
ning,fo ſhall they hane an end, You would free your 
Cite from itas by a Priuiledge, and make ir Immor- 
call, Kingdomes,States,and Townes are of the ſame 
condition the other parts of the World are of , nay, 
their being is mere vacertaine and weaker. For moſt 


other 
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other things haue their forme, which vniteth their 
members lo ſtrate and fo ſtrong with one only knot, 
that they can hardly be ſeuered : bur States and Ci- 
tics are compoled of fo many different things one 
from another, which are knit and gathered together 
onely by the will and conſent of men, mooued to a 
communion and focicty, by ſome Celeftiall inclina- 
tion, And that will and conſent being ſubie& to 
wauer,theruine of Townes is ſtill at hand,and almoſi 
preſent : for from the ſtirring and motion of that 
conſent,ſprings warres, and ſeditions, which brin 

them to theirend, But though no diſeaſes doe befall 
them,that is to ſay,violent miſchances, wherewithall 
moſt commonly they periſh; yet age muſt make an 
end of them by the Common Law of the World, 
for they haue theic Youth, their virility, their Olde 
age, like men; and though all thereſt of their age 
hath been ſtrong and ſound, yet Age muſt conſume 
them. Now if we haue fore-fecne this,why are we 
vexed at it > If we haue nottfore-feene it,what doe 
we complaine of, but of our imprudencie > The 


condition of Nature is very hard and wretched, if 


ſhe muſt beare the blame & wrong of all ſuch things 
as are vnknowne to vs, when they come to paſſe, Is 
it her fault we know them not? Hath ſhe concealed 
it trom vs? Is there cuer a nooke in the World where 
ſhe hath not ſet it in writing ? It is wonderfull that 
we are more iuſt and righteous to euery one then ts 
Nature, which neuertheleſle is moregratious and fa- 
uourable to vs then all the reſt. If we had hyred a 
Houſe, and the Owner were in mind to pull it down 


becauſe it were olde, and muſt buildit vp po_—_ 
that 
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that hewould apply it to his owne vic: we would 80 
forth willingly, and ſecke for anorner without any | 
moreadoe. Why? itis the Common Lav that ſuf. 
ſereth him to make vic of his owne in this faſhion, 'S 
Would you know who be thoſe which doe grieue © 


when they mult remooue, that complaine, and vexe 
theralelues > They be the Children of ſuch as haue 
Le#ſcs tor many yeeres,becauſe they hauc ſcene their 
Fathers enioy them ſtill, they neuer troubled them- 
{clues to looke into the Titles of their Houſe, they 
made account the Fee ſimple was theirs, and ſed 
themſelues with that opinion, They paſſed their 


youthand neuer learned any Trade, neuer vſed to | 


worke, when as they are growen in yecres, the Leaſe 
is expired, they muſt prouide themſclues ellc-where, 
This vnexpected blow aſtonitheth them, they weepe, 
they lament, & in ſtead ct giuing the Owner thankes 
for ſuffering them to enioy it fo long at ſo good a 
rate,they rayle on him, But weare yet farre vnwiler, 
and more vniuſt towards Nature, then they are to- 
wards their Land-Lords: For they perchance hauea 
chargeable Leaſe on it,they haue perhaps payed a 
great In-come: we are here but Tenants at Will, 
what we haue,we hold it by intreatie, and onely fora 
white, They haue forborne to gine them warning 
vatill ucha time the Leaſe was expired : but Nature 
doth declare to vs euery day the Cunditions we liue 
here vpon, 
I pray you tell me,when we come into the World, 
oe we enter 1t,Orarc we brought into it > Doe wee 
come into 1t to command, or to ſerue, to gtue the 
Law,or (O TECCLUE 1t ? I thinke, you will anſwer me 


in 


ina word, that we come into it,to obey, and follow 
what we finde alreadic eſtabliſhed, We muſt accom-. 


modate our felues to Seaſons, Dayes, and Nights,to 
the temperature of countreys ; briefly vato all thar 
happeneth inthe gouernment of the world. Now 
this Law is milde, kinde, gracious, all that is in it, if 
we conſider it wel.15 meant for our good and fauour. 
And neuerthelefle it there were any. hard thing in 
ir,the onely way to mitigate neceflary ſeruitude were 
ro obey voluntary. Ought not wee to thinke , that 
when we come into the world , we do bargaine with 
Nature,and binde our ſclues to obſerue the lawes ſhe 
hath giuen and publiſhed ſo many ages ſince in Cit- 
tics, Common-wealths, & Kingdomes?As ſhe is wile, + 
prouident,and dcfirous to preſerue the beautic of her 
worke, ſhe hath giuen to euery thirg as long a conti- 
nuance as ſhe can; bur the vice, and imperfection of 
the matter,whereof things are created, hath beene the 
cauſe, thar of carthly things , there can be none im- 
mortal!:and euen of thoſe that are mortall, many laſt 
not ſo long as their nature requireth, the vice 0: the 
matter preuenting the grace of Nature, The remedy 
ſhe hath prouided for this inconuenience, is a laſting 
by ſucceſſion ſhee hath giuen vnto things, ſo thar 
looſing one forme, they rece1ueanother, nothingart 
all being loſt but onely alterzd : thee keeperh 
the earth in her hands like foft Clay , which 
ſhee kneadeth and mouldeth ouer againe in ſundry 
faſhions,giuing it a new face,coucring the 01d figure 
with a freſh one,and by thoſe meanes doth imitate in 
this world immoretalitic , which ſhe could not alto» 


gether aftoord it. 
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From thence it is, that Townes, Kingdomes,and 
Empires,change in this manner, & grow out of one 
anothers ruines, The Play is altered {till,and nothing 
remaineth ſure and firme but the Stage. VVhar is 
there more inſt, ſeeing that ſhe is a common Mother 
to all men,then for her to deſire to grace all parts of 
the Earth with a turne of greatneſle & magnihicence, 
which ſhe hath cauſed to paſſe trom place to place? 
This turne at laſt is come to vs, and we haue ſcene in 
our dayes, our Countrey ſo plentitully ſtored with 
Riches,Glory,Wealth,Pleafure, that we could wiſh 
for no more, Weare now vpon our returne, out 
good Fortune is fled from vs,as out of a houſe crackt 
and crazed on all fides; we haue ſtayd bchinde look- 
ing for its fall:ſome cry out, ſome gaze vpon it, ſome 
runne away. Vhat isthere ſo much to wonGzr at? 
An old man dyeth, an old houſe falleth, what (ould 
you cry out for> Vhatis there in it, but w hat you 
ſce euery day,and cuery where? Friiic doth bloſſome, 
knot,increaſe,ripen, rot: Hearbes ſpring vp, ſpread 
forth, wither away: Trees grow,ſtand a while,and at- 
terwaras are dryed vp: All jiuing Creatures are 
brought forth, liue,and at laſt dye. Time it-ſcife,that 
wrappeth all the Worid, is in the end wrapped 
m 1s owne ruine: As it flippeth away, ſo it is 
conſumed; it rowleth ſoftly ſeaſons one vpon ano- 
ther, and all thoſe that are paſt, are loſt. Of all 
thoſe changeable things, what would you make 
conſtant > Of all thoſe mortall things, what would 
you make immortall > Vill you make me won- 


der > Let me ſee ſomething permanent in this 
World. 


But 
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But I doe you wrong to entertaine you with ſuch 
grofſe reaſons,you,I ſay,whole laborious ſtudie is as 
the mirrour of Nature, and which may repreſent to 
your ſelues in an inſtant, and draw from the treaſure 
of your memory the face of the world, as it hath bin 
euer fince its creation.Run,I pray you, ouer itagain, 
and conſider what is become of thoſe great and ad- 
mirable Cirties, builded vp with ſo many yeares la- 
bour,beautified with ſo many toyles, enriched with 
ſo many troubles. Each of them hath had many ages 
that haue not beene otherwiſe imployed , but to di- 
ſpoile the reſt of the world, to furniſh and bedecke 
them. Af/a ſhewerh you Troy the great, prowd Baby 
lon , ſtately Jeruſalem; Africke letteth forth Thebes 
with a hundred gates, mighty Carthage,wealthy A- 
lexandriz; Europe repreſenteth vato you learned A- 
hens, triumphing Conſtantinople, and Kome,the mira» 
cle of all Cirtics,and of all the world, Vhat reaſon 
do you thinke it were all theſe faire Citties haue fo 
flouriſhed, but onely to be ouerthrowne? And why 
haue they been ouerthrowne (o often,ſauing that the 
Deſtinie ſcemed to itand out againſt Nature,and vp- 
hold the frailtic of humane things > How many 
tim's hath eucry one of them ſeene their enemies 0- 
1.rchrow their walles,fack their houſes, kill their cit- 
tiz.c5, and burne their Churches? Their neceſhitie to 
periſh hath been ſo great, that when they hauc wan- 
ted forreine enemies to worke their ouerthrow, they 
hauc armed their owne Inhabitants,to execute what 
was ordained abour their end, There is no remedy, 
that is the Law,you cannot goe againſt it: when wee 


ſee,or heare of others ruines, that is afore-iudge- , 
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ment for vs,when our time is come:what happeneth 


*Þ to one,may happen roall; the blow thathitecth the pf 
= P formolt,threatneth him thattollowerh, | Il F; 
a Scipio ne that oucrthrew Carthage, IccinNg fire in it, 
4 which deuoured ſuch infinite 11chefſe and ſtately 
A buildings, & conſumed the migittieſt Ciry of Africe; 
Fog mouecd with compaſſion for the fraiity of humane 
i x affaires,fell a weeping for the miſchicte he Cid, and 
tt; rrtercd two verſes of Homer to this ſcnſc, | 
wo 
Fg A fatail day will come wherein Trey ſo doug? ly, 
a with Priam and bts ſubels ſhall all be made a booty, F 
ir 
F FR Meaning of Rome what the Poct had fpoke of Trey, 
WL but he was farre deceiued in Þis Prophctie , for how 
j*; many dayes,and not one alone hath ſhe Lecn made a 
| # bootic ? how many times ſacked ? how many tunes 
| A, deſtroyed? how many times burnt? and yet thee hath 
| *, raiſed her ſelfe our of her aſhes;and being obftinatcly 
[*: bent to x 1thſtand her own mitchicte,ſecmeth to haue % 
| 2; ured her1l] fortune, that (Þe would not worke her ru- 
W-,* ine any more, Notwithilanding the common Law 
LY reacheth vs, (.e2 mult ſiffer as others haue done, 
bb and though ſhee did e{cape ſome azes, yet ſhall ſhe 
i 4 not eſcape the end of a!l, and the firing of the 
i . . world, Pizohad much troubled his braines to lay { 
| F tC lounGation ot his Common-wealh fo faſt, that F 
43 12emynOt be permanent and euerirſting : and not- ; 
Wy withltanding afrcr you hane granted him all his 
; | Greames for true, and you aske him , whether this 
Lf. LTC Common-weatth can bee wade umm o::tall with ['s 
+ all tus precepts ?. hce hath freely acknowledged it 3 
7 could 3 
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could nor : he, I ay, which maintained the world to 
bee immortall. But being defirous to grace his 
workes, and flatter his owne conceits , he bringeth 
in the Muſcs , diſcourling of the continuance of 
ſtares.and propolcth certame proportions of num- 
bers , by the ob{cruation whereof , they might bee 
kept vp flouriſhing a long time, and yer auouch- 
cth plainely , that as all States haue their birth , and 
beginning , fo they muſt haue their end. Ir is the 
common Law of Nature to which wee muſt bow, 
and follow willingly, leaſt it ſhould dragge vs 
away with violence : obedience vnto it is fweete, 
violence full of painc and ſhame, 

In the mcanc time I vndcrſtand well enough 
what vou would ſay, it is as 1t feemeth wee haſten 
our ſelues our owne deltruCtion ,* and with our 
hands puſh forward the end of this poore King- 
dome and doe not ſtay vnruill old age carricth it a- 
way , that it way {wcerly , aud without firiuing, 
paſſe from life to death. You deceiue your lelte, thote 
creatures never dic otherwiſe, they neuer have 
an eafie end: for as thoſe which die of difea- 
ſes , whoſe cauſes lay in the finewes and braines, 
are troubled witty great conuultions atore they 
giue Vp the Gioſt ; the like have Common- 
wealthes, which commonly come to ruine, be- 
cauſe their Lawecs, that are as their finewes, are 
broken and violated. Now it it bee as they viu- 
ally ſay, that fore-ſeene blowes amaze nor fo much, 
we hauc,as it ſeemeth to me , greatoccafion to beare 
more paticarly,& with more refolution lic fall of our 

State, 
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State , ſeeing how long it is ſince it began to ſhake, 
and the great tokens , and apparent markes wee haue 
had heretoforc of its ruine. 

Eirfhir it is very old,and fo old, that there was ne- 
uer any one ſeene to laſt ſo long. To waxe old is to 
be accuſtomed to die, They vie to aske commonly 
of ſuch as are exceeding old , whether they be yet a- 
liucwe owght rather ro wonder at their lite, then ar 
their death;zwhen they are dead, they (ay, He is gone 
at laſt,as it they would fay, He hath held out longer 
the one wouldhauc thought,'Beſides his age he hath 
had two hundred yeares ſince, great and irkeſome 
diſeaſes. The quarrels of Or /eans and Burgursy hauc 
brought him to the brimme of his graue, Being re- 
couered of this great tall,and growne healthy again, 
he hath liued very looſely vnder Francis and Henrie 
the ſecond : in this diſordered and lewd life, he hath 
gathered many ill humours, and farre worſe condi- 
tions. Vnder the youth of our laſt Kings,” he is retur- 
ned to his infancie,and hath wholly altered his com- 
plexion; for fincethe faſhions of ſtrangers began 
to pleaſe vs, ours haue beene ſo depraucd and cor- 
rupted, that we may ſay long agoc weare no more 
French-men. There is no part of this State that hath 
not beene onely ſpoyled , but euen made infamous 
with exceſſe and ſuperfluitic : for as touching our 
Nobilitie , which is the chicfeſt pillaz of our King- 
dome, and that hath raiſed it vnto the greatneſlc 
we haue ſeene it, and ever maintained the fame, 
and ynto which is truly due the glory the French 
name hath among forreine Nations; they hauec 0- 
mitted no crattand guileto ſpoyle and driuc it out 
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of heart, and drowne inluxury,, ſenſuality, and co- 
uverouſneſle that ancient generofitic they had heredi- 
rary from their fathers, & cauſe them to loſe the loue 
they owed to the ſafctic of their ſtare, As for the 
church,'vhich ought ro hauc bin the mother of piety, 
the pattern of good manners,the bond of alother or- 
ders;they haue diſhonoured & defamed her as mucl1 
as they can,maiing the greateſt charges, & prelacics 
to be the rewaid of the vileſt, yea fowleſt ſernices of 


the Cour, Sotoat impietie and ignorance haue in *.* 


r14ny places fate them down vpon the throne of holi- 
nes & truti, & made the order odious by the lewdnes 
of fuch as were preferred thereto. The officers of I- 
{tice,who alone might in ſome ſort haue kept the reſt 
in their dutie, if they had bin honeſt & true, as they 
ought to haue bin,haue ſuffered a maruellous chage; 
cheic principall authority hath bin withdrawne to- 
wardstheſoucraign,not to be adminiſtred,but peruer- 
ted by courtiers,at their pleaſure that were in tauour. 
And to crowne fo many diforders, and heape vp mil- 
chiefe on vs ouer and ouer, are falne out the quar- 
rels about Religion, vpon which occaſion haue been 
rayſed parties and faftions by whomſoeuer it hath 
pleaſed , which were caſily entertained by the facili- 
tie and lightneſle of our people,and by the deuicesof 
our neighbours, which ſought to ſhelter themſc]ues 
vnder our ruines, VVith theſe ſparks hath bin kindled 
the fire that hath almoſt conſumed vs; eucry one hath 
runto it, not to quench it , but to carry away his 

ſhare , as out of a generali firing. 
Muſt we wonder if an old ſtate dierh of ſuch a dil- 
eaſezwe ought rather to admire it itſhould recouer it. 
H Adde 
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Adde vnto this old Propheſies which long agoe 
were made touching its deftruction , which to our 
great griefe haue proucd ſo true , that they haue got 
glory vnto the Art, and credit vnto {uch people as 
hauc eucr beene held forjCheaters : Which reacheth 
vs.that reuolutions of great States come from aboue 
and are delared euen he they come to paſſe. I ſay 
then, when as that which you fcare ſhould happen,tt 


were but an ordinary thing, naturall, & toreſeene;& 


therefore we ought to beare it patiently , as we doe 
the viciſirude of ſeaſons, the alteration of clements, 
and other changes wee dayly ſee in all parts of the 
world. And notwithſtanding , I doenot ſay tt 1s a 
thing muſt come to paſſe vpon neceſſitie, & deſpaire 
not yet of the well-fare of my poore France , nor of 
my poore Pariyca I perſwade my ſelf, that if her end 
and ruine cannot be auoyded, God will pur it off 
till fome other ſeaſon: for although the ſignes of 
this difeaſe, not onely contagious, bur alſo peſtilent 
and infeftious , that hath ſeized on this State, are 
deadly for the moſt partz neuertheleſſe it ſeemeth 
Nature now beginneth to helpe her ſelfe, and the 
noble parts ſhew yer ſome ſtrength and linclineſſe to 
endure the remedies. 

The people which ſuffered themſclues to bee car- 
ryed away with this ruinous commotion,and by the 
windes of Feare and Hope Feare to loſe their Reli- 
gion,and Hope of ſome caſe and relicte: ſee plainely 
they haue by their mad counſels drawne on the mil: 
chietes they ſhunned, and put backe the good they 
expected. Let vs ſuffer the humours to ripen,and you 


ſhall ſce Nature will worke of her ſelfe, and bring 
Forth 
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forth wholeſome effets; moreouer the leaders of the 
people, begin to loſe the hope that moued them to 
this proiect : that beame of popularfauour , which 
had rowzed their ſpirits, is paſt like a lightning, and 

Fortune hath thewed ſhe did not fanour them fo 
much for their good as for our miſchicfe. They ſee 
more,and ſee it euidently,that trangers,with whom 
they made account to vnder-proppe their greatnes, 
wiſhfor nothing ſo carneftly, as for their ruine, and 
borrow their armes, oncly to make ve of them, to 
doc their worke,hauing reſolued not to doe them a- 
ny other fauour, but what the Cyclope of Homer pro. 
miſed to Ylyſes, which was to cate him vp laſt of all. 
Doc you thinke them ſo vawile to their owne good, 
and ſo vnnaturall to their owne countrey,ſo ingrate- 
full to the people, who haue loued them fo well, that 
ſceing things 1n this caſe, they chuſe not rather to 
make France beholden to them, reſtoring peace, and 
reſt vnto her,and keeping ftill thoſe great and hono- 
rable titles, which _ may haue; then to make their 
name and memory odious for cuer, caſting them- 
{clues vnder the ſhamefull bondage of an ambitious 
Spaniard , and tumble downe headlong with them 
ſuch as haue put their life and fafetic in truſt vpon 


their fidelitie? No, I will neuer belecue they intend - 


to ſaine their reputation with ſo baſe an ation, and 
therefore I hope they will bend themſclues vnto 
the wiſhes of the people , rhat inuite them to quiet- 
neſſe : if they doc it, what ſhould not wee hope for? 
and when they doc it, what ſhould wee deſpaire of: 
ſeeing that God hath brought foorth in our daycs. 
and iuſt ypon the nucke _ this fatall commorion, a 
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Prince to ſucceed this crowne , onely in the world a- 
ble ro raiſe vp, either by peace or warre,the burthen 
of this decaying State, For peace he hath the name 
of that Great and Royall familie of Saint Lewes, 
which calleth backe to his obedience all the Sub- 
iects of this Kirgdome , which cannot hope to bee 
governed by a happier auſpice, then of the Race of 
that g:c-rKing, that hath raiſed vp to heauen our 
French Sceptcr , and harh lifted himſelfe on high 
by his pietie, to bee as the Guardianand Turelaric 
Saint of this State, Hee hath a naturall goodnefle 
and clemency , that rcacheth euen to extremitie, 
and would make him to be ſuſpected of negligence, 
if his valour and generofitie, which appeareth in 
all che parts of his life , did not blot out this ſuſpt- 
tion, For though his Fortune , more croſſed then 

ny Princes of his time , hath brought him foorth 
a'idft ciull armes, and amongſt inturies, you can- 
not marke one onely example of Reuenzge ; being 
to tarre from doing 1t , that hee hath not ſo much 
as ſought tor it, thinking himſelfe ro be ſurhcicntly 
reuenged, in deſpiſing his enemies, and taking away 
from them the meanes to doe harme: {o tat hc hath 
made it doubrfull , whether it bee more happy for 
im to ouercome his enemics,orfor them to be van« 
quihed by him. 

Now, it with all this, God that keepeth the 
hearts of Kings in his hand , doe diſpoſe his, to 
that which is yet necefſarie for the perfect vnion 
of his Subic&s, and to that end conuerteth him 
tO the Catholicke Faith , and Religion of 
the Kings his predeceſſours 3 Who can hinder 


OuL 


o = n 6 
% ©. Lo &>. 
"654" 1 


HT OT 


” IN: \ —_ 


our happineſſe and repoſe > Now wee hauc 
great reaſon to hope well of it , as they report 
of the nature of this Prince, who is very capa- 
ble of reaſon , and eatie to bee perſwaded vnto 
that , which they make appeare to him to bee 
fir to bee done, Wee know what hee hath pro- 
miſed about it to all his Nobilitie, hce hath bin 
cuer commended to bee a fairhfutl Prince , and 
who neuer breakes his word; I affure my ſelfe, in 
the ead wee ſhall haue what wee ought to de- 
fire at his hands in this reſpe&t, and by thoſe 
meanes ſhall beatc downe the armes of ſuch, who 
proteſt ro haue taken them onely for this occa- 
fon. It notwithſtanding the obſtinacie of thoſe, 
who ſccke their greatnefle in publike ruines, doth 
inforce him to trie out by the edge of the fivord, 
what the edge of reaſon ought to decide; who could 
ſucceede ro this State more ſufficient to ſettle 
the Kingdome anew againe , and- coucr vnder 
the ſhaddow of his buckler this poore crowne, al- 
ſau'ted on all 14cs? God hath giuen him a heare 
full of valour , and inuincible courage in ad- 
uerſitie; and le:{} is courage ſhould bee flacke- 
ned with ouver-much reft, hee hath excrciſed him 
from his chilac-hood 1 continvall travels and 
dangers, with fuci Fortune , that ſo many hazar- 
dous paſſages haue beene ro him in ſtead of a 
Schuole of Verwe, and a Harueſt of Glory, 
aad ſeemeth certainely , ſceing the progreſle of 
his Fortune , that ſhe hath on purpoſe raited this 
warre, and called to it ſo many ſcuerall nations, to 
behold the ſpeQacle of an extreame valour, and an 
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extreme good fortune, No,no,belceue it,you never 
obſerued in the ſucceſſion of times and courle of 
ages, that States are onerthrowne , when God lend. 
eth ſuch Princes to command them. They haue per. 
haps becneſhrewdly ſhaken and toſſed , but atter- 
wards,they haue ſetled themſelucs againe by the ver- 
rue of fuch Commanders; fo that I preſume, that the 
motion and change we feele, is not for the extirpa- 
tion of the State, but onely an inciſion that 15 made 
with a painefull and rough inſtrument; and 1n liey 
of the branch God hath cut off , hee will puton a 
graft vpon the royall ſtocke. And therefore I hope 
God willftinde,when we looke leaſt tor it, ſome con- 
ucnient meanes to faue vs all, and ſpecially this faire 
and famous Cittic, wherein there is a number of 
men,which call vpon him with a pure heart. 
Neuerthelefle, if it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, wee 
muft take it patiently : for ſuch great accidents hap- 
pening by the eternall prouidence, it is no more 
lawtul then poſſible to oppoſe our ſelues againſt rhe, 
& ſay further, that ir is neither iuſt, nor profitable to 
be vexed for them; being moſt certain,that whatſoc- 
ucr 15 ordained by that ſoueraigne Hand, is for our 
good and his glory. Bur ſince it is ſupper time, and 
thatthis diſcourſe may be better continued by thoſe 


that hearken to me, then by my ſelfe, I wil leaue it to 
them,ſceing our miler! 


ie 15 common, that they may 
affoord ſomething to our common comfort. 


There Muſ#us ended , and we roſe with a more 
fcrled minde then wee fate downe. This is not all, 


quoth I, Muſess : {ecing you diſcharge your feltc 
trom proſecuting the diſcourſe you hauc began, 


yo 0, 
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you mult chooſe ſome one that will gniſh it, VWher- 
upon he kiſſing a withered pofie that he held in his 
hand,preſenced it to Orphens, I giue it you, quoth 
he, againſt to morrow : I accept anſwered Orphens, 
the poſie , but not.the charge to come vpon the 
ſtage after Roſcins as the Proucrbe is, And fo 
wee parted with a mutuall promiſe to 
meetethere _ the next day 
at the ſame houre, 
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TO THE RIGHT 
HONOVRABLE, AND 


All-praiſe-worthy , the Lord 
BARCKLEY. 


dſhips very name (were there 

nothingelſe that did induce we) mic hi 

be argument enough to make me dcd- 

cate this, and with it my owne ſelfe al- 

-p [o to your Loraſbips ſerwice : but 

=> =) when by the world ( which ſeldome 

gines Yertue ber due ) is added to your Lordſhip ſuch per- 

fettions , as made the Heroes in former times [s farre 

ſurmount the ranke of ordinary men; ener knowing Ver- 

twe to be truly Noble: 1 could net chuſe but alſo inzeft 

your Lordſhip in theſe titles, from whence thoſe famous 

wen thought themſclues to bawe reapt no ſmall bonor: and 

that was in patronizing ftiudious ewdeauors Which intc- 

reft in jou jf it may ſcemerather to be by me ſurped then 

iuſtly challenged, or rightly deſerned ; blame therein no! 

wy preſumption , but rather your Loraſhips wertnuous 

fame, that imboldened me ſo farre as to preſent ſs ſmall 

a thing **xto your view : which if 11u vanchſafe to looke 

VPen with graciows eye, 1 ſhall thinke my [elfe bound 
for ener 10 rematne 


Your Lordſhips moſt 
humble feruant, 


ANDREVy COVERT. 
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& H E-ncxt Day, preſently after 

> inner , there was an Allarum 

2\ beaten in the towne,& becauſe 

& we were all foure of one quar- 

> ter, wee met together in the 

@ Court of Guard: there we ga- 

& zcd onevpon another, ſpeaking 

with our eyes and taces, & ſaying to our ſelues; what 
pittic is this, we muſt ſtand armed againſt our owne 
good, and driue in a manner our good fortune from 
vs? for what good man is there, who dothnor wiſh, 
cuen with the ſacking of the towne, rather to ger out 
of this extreme miſery,& deliuerthe kingdome from 
it, then to ſacrifice our liues thus to the rage and fury 
of a ſmall number of ſeditious , who deſire to fatisfie 
their cruelty and couctouſneſle, with our anguiſh & 
pouertic > Wharfatall ſluggiſhnefle is this , thatall 
this people, orat leaſt , moſt of thoſe we ſee armed 
here, know their euils,and wiſh for its remedy ,& raay 
have it if they will, and notwithſtanding haue not the 
heart ſo much as to complaine , and maintaine thoſe 
who.ſhew them the way how to ſaue themſclues ? fo 
far hath this poyſon of ſedition ſeuered their wils, & 
the feare which the wicked haue printed in the hearts 
of ſimple people, hath frozen their blood, and ſtifled 


cheir ſpirits. Now being come neere one to another: 
F Well 


* 1 Þ COND DOORKE 
Wellquoth I,our meeting is put off, as farre as I ſee 


we arc like to want ſuch a {weer afternoone as we had 
yeſterday. Neuertheleſſe,this ſhallnot excuſe youof 
that you owe vs,rather the forbearance ſhall encreale 
thedebr,for as you ſee our euils waxe great, ſo your 
reaſons muſt be ſtronger. I ſeare much,quoth he.chis 
day wil ſcatter vs ,& depriue vs perhaps for euer offo 
ſweet & dclightſome a fellowſhip. I can affure you 
that if death had taken me away yeſterday when [ 
came from you, ſhe had found me very content,and 
had finiſhed my life to my liking, For I confeſſe that | 
the diſcourſe ol Maſexs lo aſlwaged my griefe, and 
{o ſetled my minde by the weight of his reaſons, and 
by the ſweetneſle of his words , that I could wiſh to * 
be {ad cuery day, it I were ſure to be alwayes fo well 
cheered vp. 

Iris a happy diſeaſe that is cured with pleaſure:oh 
how carnefſity did I defire he ſhould haue continued 
his ſpeech,yea vpon condition Ihad loſt my ſupper, 
nay vpon condition that I had not ſupped all the 
yeere. Such diſcourſes arenothing elſe bur Near & 
Ambroſis : it 15 meat more neceſlary this day to the - 
mind,then bread 8& wine tothe body; it is both nou- 
riſhment & pliyſicke, I ſweare to you, when I heard 
him.me thought that the faire Helena of Homer,with 
the ſame hand wherewithall ſhee ſtole the hearts of 
the Greekes and Tro1aus,powred into my mouth that 
{weet and gracious Nepenthes , which lulled afl:epe 
the ſorrow of the afflicted, & reſtored the their cou- 


rage. He hath, quoth I, turned ouer his charge in- | 


to a good hand: I hope what hee hath beganne well, 
you will finiſh it farre better. Thereupon it was 


_ told 


told ys thae the noyſe was paſt, and we might retire» 
Then I tooke them all three by the cloake : you muſt 
come, faid I, where you promiſed yeſterday ; ir is 
lawfnll for armed men to right themielues : if the 
Roman Jaw permitted to draw into Iudgement 
thoſe who refuſed to goe ; how much more the 
right of armes > Yee will not goe onely, quoth 
Linw, wee will runne thither. Afﬀeer wee were 
come in, and had put off ourarmes, and walked a 
turne in the garden, to gather our ſpirits; I pray 
you quoth I, let vs take our places againe, and let vs 
prouide for reſt , and quietneſſe, for inmy opinion 
wee ſhall haue time enough to ftand. And fince 
that it belongs to you, Signior Orphess, to continue 
this diſcourſe, looke for no more intreaties, and vic 
nocxcuſes, for in a word we will not recciue them; 
after ſome ſuch ſummons Orpheas began thus : 

It is indeed the greateſt, and ſureft comfortman 
can receive, and take in publike , and priuate cala- 
mities, to perſwade himſelte , that whatſocuer be- 
falleth him is ordained by that etemall power, 
diſtributed by that infinite wiſedome , which go- 
uerneth the world with the ſame goodnefle and 
Iuftice wherewithall hee created it, When this 
opinion is once rooted in the heart of man , I doe 
not ſeewhart windes can ſhake his conſtancie : For 
as much as wee ought to belecue, there commeth 
nothing from that kinde, and gracious hand , but 
what is intended for our good, Now —_— 
this Prouidence (which wee may define to bee the 
perpetuall care God hath in the gouernementiof 
all) that Hee hath created) doth flune _ 

any 


ally in all the parts of the world, and app. ' 
reth in wonderfull cffets ; neuertheleſle, moſt men 
turne their eyes , and looke awrie vpon it, ftriui 
to deceiue rhemſclues, to the end they may notbee 
beholden vnto that wiſe miſtrefle , who ruleth the 
birth, and conſerueth whatſocuer 1s ſeene in this 
Vaiuerſe. There hath bin truclie verie few , that 
durſt bee ſo impious as flatly ro denie it; but if there 
hath bin any, I will forget their names, and being ſo 
vaworthy, I will ſuppoſe they neuer were. Thereare 
a number indeed , whoſe opinions I haue heard, bur 
alwaies reiected , which acknowledging diuine wife. 
dome, and power in the firſt creation of the world, 
haue taken the goucrnement thereof from it , after 
it hath bin created; ſome attributing it vnto that 
order, which they call Nature z ſome to a fatall 
nec eſſe, ſome others vato Chance, and Fortune, 
wherein they ſeeme rather to haue changed-the 
name, then the power of diuine prouidence : for in 
expounding their -opinion , they plaincly declare, 
char'in all 'worldly accidents, they acknowledge 
ſome Entitie, that is great, and diuine, te 
nature whereof is incomprehenſible ; and neuer- 
thelcſſe, by I know not what carelefſe preſump- 
tion , they would haue that little which they vn- 
derſtand of- it, to. pafſe: currant- for ſound doc- 
trine, and a part for the whole, choofing ra- 
ther to miſtake Prouidence , then acknowledge 
their ignorance, 

Ir falleth out with them, as it might doe with 
three ſcnerall perſons, which commang three ſeuerall 
wayes, ſhould {cea farre off,, a great pyramide of 


Marble, 


—— | 
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Marble,ſuch a one as you might imagine that of the 
kings of Egypt , carucd on three ſides withmany 
Characters and hicroglyphicall letters ; cuery one 
marking at firſt that face which is on his ſide, and 
comming no nearer iudgeth there is no more but 
that, and goeth backe with an opinion he hath ſeen 
all; fo all of them report fundry tales of one and the 
lelte ſame thing, each of them maintaining ir to bee 
15 he had feen it on his f1de.But had they approched 
nearer,and waiked round about it,then euery one ot 
them ſhould haue ſecne all the three faces, and haue 
knowne thatali three make but one body ; would 
haue beene well entormed of che thing , and would 
1gree all together in ir, VVhen theſe men are come 
co contemplate that Soucraigne power , which con- 
ducterh and gouerneth this Vniuerſe, and that they 
haue conſidered it in its effe&ts, cuery one of them 
hath had enough to behold ir afarre off , and appre- 
hend as much as the farſt ſight affoorded him. 

He that obſerued an order and coprinuall courſe 
of regular cauſes, whichare brought forth one ot a- 
nother,hath called it Nature, and hath belecued this 
Nature did all. He that had ſeene many things come 
to paſſe, which had beene fore-ſcene and fore-told, 
and neuertheleſſc could not be auoyded, barh called 
the power that produced them Deſtinie , and fatal] 
neceſlitie , and deemed all to depend from thence. 
The other that had ſeene an infinite number of caſu- 
alties, whereot they could giue him no reaſon , and 
which ſeemed to happen without cauſe, hath named 
the power from whence ſuch cucnms did proceede 


Fortune,and hath eſteemed all things to be managed 
K on 
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on this faſhion. Bur if every one of them had taken: 
the paines to approchnecrer vnto truth, and repore 
publikely what he had ſeene in priuate, perhaps they 
might hauc knowne truly , what was the figure. of 
that firſt and ſoucraigne power,from whence are de- 
rived all the things, and all rhe accidents of the 
world , and vnderitand,that in this Nature, in this 
Deſtinie, in this Fortune,gathered all rogether, ſhi. 
neth through humane ignorance, that wiſe and ex- 
cellent diuine Prouidence, known neuertheles more 
according to the proportion of our weake vnder- 
ſtanding], then according to her incomprehenfible 
grcatneſſe and Maieſtie. 

For I doubt not, but in the Creation of this Yni- 
uerſe, God hath eftabliſhed arule and a certaine 
Law,whereby all things muſt be produced,diſpoſed 
of, and maintained, which if any one will call Na- 
ture, I will not gaineſay , ſo thathe makes not of it 
an Eſſence ſeparated from God: vnto the which hee 
ſhould thinke hee had committed the gouernment 
of things created to ſet himſelfe on reft. Contrari- 
wiſe, this Nature can bee nothing elſe but the firſt 
Power and Vertue,which from the beginning, with- 
out any ſeparation from him, hath printed it ſelfe in 
the matter, and hath giuen vnto it that regular mo- 
tion by the which things are maintained in their be- 
ing; and bring foorth their effe&ts beſides. Which 
Power and Facultie is by himfrom day to day, and 
houre to houre, and moment ro moment inſpired 
in tae world : whichas it preſerueth it, fo it doth 
create It anew againe, and repaire it ſtill, and cuer 
day makes it vp as it was madc inthe beginning. In 


ſuch. 


ſuch ſort that it ſeemeth, God hath builr it onely as a 
thop for him to worke in perpetually and keepe ſill 
in a&tion his infinite goodnes, which cannot endure 
but it muſt communicate itſelfe vnto men. True it is, 
that like a great ArchiteCt he hath many workefolks 
vnder him , which he doth imploy about this great 
gonernment,not ſo much forany need he hath + -h 
of, as for the ornament of this ſtately worke-houſc, 
the gracing of its brightnes and magnificence,to im- 
part vnto his creatures one of his moſt high,& ſouc- 
raignefaculties, & cauſe them to produce, & create 
in a manner ſomething as well as he. And therefore 
throgh an admirable wiſdom, he hath left ſome part 
of theſe low & terreſtrial things imperfect in ſome 
kind,to ſeruc vnto man as matter & ſubicct to work 
vpon, & hath forthwith giuen him the art to adapt 
& apply them. He hath giuen him ſtones, & hath nor 
giucn him buildings, but the art to make them; hee 
hath giuen him mines, and hath not giuen him mo- 
ny,but the art to make it: he hath giuen him corne, 
and hath not giuen him bread, but the art to make it: 
he hath giuen him wooll, and hath not giuen him 
cloth,but the art ro make ir. 

To be ſhort, it ſeemeth that after hee had crea- 
ted manvnto his likeneſſc, he hath ſhared with him 
the honour of the Creation of things , yea euen 
of the Creation of man himſelfe , his will and plea- 
ſure being he ſhould co-operate with him in the ge- 
neration of his poſteritie: and that as hee, Souec- 
raigne and chiefeft Creator, had made the foule in 
his image;ſo man as an aſſociate to his glory,ſhould 


make in the generation another body like vnto his: 
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And though God hath kept to himfelfe the creation 
»f the foulc of man, as of a great Mafter peece, whith 
cannot be wrought but with his owne hand; yet in 
-harhe hath alfo called man cuen as to his helpe , ha- 
wing grantec him the inftirurion, diſcipline, and po- 
Iſhmg of it , rhatheemight bragac 1 a manner to 
hane affoorde1 ſomething to his owne perfection, 
Bur you muſt neither {ay ur think,thart theauthority 
hz hath oinen vnto c-eatures , doth lcflen his in any 
thing : he doth not rely vpon their care, neither doth 
he rc vpon their vigilancie : contrariwiſe,the greater 
power he hath giuen them, ſo much the greater need 
hath he to watch ouer them; and the more labou- 
rers hee hath ar worke, ſo much more neceſſary 
it 15 heſhonld haue, not onely the Eye , bur alſo the 
Hand ouer t1em, to amend what they doe aiſle, & 
contrary to the perfc& patterns hee hath propoſed 
vnto them, and to guide and direct them in their 
workes, which cannot any wayes ſtand nor laſt with- 
out his heipe and aſſiſtance. This will I then ſay, that 
what great faculties ſocuer wee obſeruc in tecond 
cauſes, we ought not to thinke for all this that the 
firſt is idle, and that the others doe any t':ing but by 
his direCtion:and farre leſſe belecue, that this order 
and continuance wee cc in all things, is the chieteſt 
and vniuerfall cauſe thereof,ſecing it is but the effeR; 
no more then in Muſicke the melodic is not the 
cauſe , but the effet of concords , produced by the 
Mufitian his kill and art, who gathereth the ſounds, 
and ordereth them into good conſonance. 
Now as it 1s Proutdence, which b 


| y this regular 
order that is called Nature,bringeth forth and main- 


taineth 


| 
: 
[4 
> 
X 
) 


Coll Dn” oe ao — * 


OY PIRIE wee ee Prog - 


Qs ISO Rouge ne SES £7 Oper ts, x 


IF 


raineth cyery particular thing , ac&otding to the ge- 
acrall Law that-is appomnted for every one of the 
ſame kinde; fo ir is ſhe which beſides this regular or- 
der called Nature , giueth ſometimes vnto worldly 
things qualities,and intermingleth accidents, which 
one while are different, another while contrary to 
their nature, and then doth bring about the meeting 
of things amongſt them, to make them bring foorth 
the cffe&t ſhe hath ordained: ſo that knitting and ga- 
thering vp many different cauſes,ſhe draweth from 
the connexton and weauing thereof, not the ende 
that is natural,or propounded to euery one of them, 
but an euent preſcrived by her ſelfe. Infomuch, that 
as Nature is ſcene, eſpecially in the creation, produ- 
Ction,and maintenance of cuery thing in itſelte, ac- 
cording to its kinde, and condition, and by an ordi- 
nary _ and cuer altke: Deftinic contrariwiſe ap- 
peareth in cuenrs which proceede from the meeting 
of thefe things already creared; which being orde- 
red by a rule voknown to men,producefore-ordaind 
effects which ſeeme ineuitable, and do not concerne, 
nor accomodate themſelues fo much to the nature of 
eucry particular thing as vnto that of the Vninerſe. 
Certainly it ſhould ſecme that this Law had not 
bin needtull in the world, if cuery thing had kept the 
firſt moti6 God had giuen vnro it at its creation:for 
hauimg infuſed incuery one the moſt perfect forme 
and principle of working that could be defired;it fol- 
lowed,that if they had continued in that condition, 
their owne Nature had of her felte directed their ac- 
tions to good effects one towards another, and con- 


ſequently to the good of all the world , and glory ” 
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the Creator.But cither throgh the 
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vice & imbecillity 
of the matter,or through the tEdernes of theirforme, 
which could not ſubſitt, without they ſhould adhere 
perpetually vnto their Creator, they haue beene dif- 
figured , and ſtrayed from the way which Nature 
had traced out vnto them, 

For example, Angels and men were created as 
the moſt perfect and abſolute peeces of the world, 
and God in the Creation had infuſed in themaliue- 
ly and purelight, to dire their ations to make 
good vie of worldly things: and conſequently to 
bring foorth workes to his glory. But as it fallerh 
out vſually in great Buildings, that a rich Waine- 
{cot , oranartificiall winding Staire wrought with 
great kill , will ſooneſt decay ; becauſe that the 
moreexcellent a peece of worke is, ſo much the 
weaker it is : ſo thoſe moſt perfe& creatures hauc 
firſt of all declined from the right way, peruerted 
and violated the end of their Creation, Which 
diſorder did not remaine onely in them , bur for 
the great power wherewithall they were created, 
they haue cauſed it to ſlip into the things they had 
abuſed. And morecouer it ſeemes,that by their fault 
other things that were created for them , were 
prelently changed, cither by a ſecret conſent , of 
by a ſecret iudgement to ſerue for their puniſhment, 
Therefore it hath beene needful that this All-ſeeing- 
eyc, which pierceth through ages as the Sunne 
through the Aire, hauing from the beginning 
foreſcene this confuſion,ſhonld euen from - timc 


appointa remedy,to ſtay the preſumprtis both of me 
and Angels, and letthem, leaſt they ſhould ſirerch 


their 
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their ill actions as farre as their ill wills, 

The remedie hath beene this inuiolable Law , by 
the which he hath prouided for all cuents , and hath 
ordained that things ſhould happen as we ſee them 
fall out; not __— aiter the ordinary power of 
cauſes, butas it pleaſeth God to make them worke, 
ſometimes increaſing , ſometimes leſſening their 
ſtrength:and now and then cauſeth them to worke a- 
gainft their nature; and bringeth backe to his will 
what men thinke ro doe at theirs, But ſome one will 
lay, that this Law ſcemes to be contrary to the firſt, 
God being immutable in his eſſence , ſhould be fo 
likewiſe in his determinations. Ought wes to 
thinke,that hee , who knoweth all things from all 
Eternitie , taketh new reſolutions ? The alteration 
that is in this, is not in God, but in his werkes; 
which being ſeparated from him , who is vnchange- 
able alone,could not be like vnto him, but ſubictt to 
decay , and waſte away by the defect of the matter 
whereof they are made. And the remedy God hath 
brought vnto the euill, 1s not a new aduice, though 
it bee put in vſc ſince the corruption of Nature, 
neuertheleſſe it was reſolued vpon euen before her 
creation, 

For as a worke-man that ſets a Clocke to goe 
foure and twentic houres , before he taketh vp the 
weights,and ſetteth it on going, can fore-ſce , that 
cither ruſt wil ftay ics courſe, or that ſome idlefellow 
will ſtirre the needle, touch the wheeles , or remoue 
the ballance, & euen then prouides whatlocuer is ne- 
ceſſary to ſet it in order again,& reſtorc it to the firſt 


point: ſo God, that hath foreſcene- cuen before the 
pi oY Cxea- 


# » L £ ( 'Þ KS, _ . WS « 


” * 


Creation of the world , what would fall out in the 


{ame inſtant appoint remedies for it : which though 
they come not to our {ight but aftera long time and 
luccefſion of ages , yet they were prepared from all 
etcrnitie, For as the Poet muſt hauc his Play in area- 
dineſle atore any body comes vpon the Stage ; and 
that as ſoone as the Prologue begins, he that 1s toplay 
the laſt A&t muſt know well his Quew:euen fo fareth 
it withall the things that are come to paſſe, and that 
(hall happen hereatter during ſo many yeeres in this 
world ; whercot the laſt that muſt finith the age of 
the world, was knowne,and ordained by the Creator, 
afore the firſt began to be. It 15 that,as I thinke, Dzar- 
has in Philoftratus would intimate , when hee ſayd 
God had begot the world all at once,as the Beaſts do 
their yong ones:notwithſtiding that he hathbrought 
tforth by little and little as they doe, cauſing one 
part to come out firſt , and the other after. Ir 1s not 
Time that is the father and authour of things, hee is 
bur their Steward , and as Tatian ſhewed vnto the 
Greekes, the Diſpencer that bringeth them wpon the 
Stage. 

Yea but ſome will ſay, If things were ordained 
from all eternitie; and that this decree cannot be v1o- 
lated : wharwill become of the libertic of our VVilÞ 
muſt it not be a Bond-ſlaue vnto this Law , and bee 
{uch,or ſuch, good or bad, according as it hath ap- 
pointed? Nozfor this Deſtinie chat hath fore-ordai- 
ned all things, hath decreed that our Vill ſhall bee 
tree; 10 that it there bee any neceſſitic in our will.it is 
this, that it is neceſſarily free, And as for that our 
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gouernmentand maintenance thereof , did inthe 
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Wills haue beene foreſcene ſuch as they ſhall bee, 
they haue beene foreſeene , becauſe they ſhall be : 
and are not fo , becauſe they haue beene foreſeene. 
Bur anther will fay : What auaileth our will, ſeeing 
that of ſuch things as wee would haue to be done, 
there comes nothihg to paſſe but what God hath or- 
dained, and there is almoſt nothing in our power? 
We cannot almoſt deftre any thing,how eafie ſocuer 
it bee, if it were but ina manner to carry our hand 
to our mouth, that may not be hindered by an infinit 
number of chances:it is that which the Prouerb ſaith, 
There falleth our many things berweene the Belly 
and the Lips. Though we can do many things that 
we will,and will many things that we can do,yet we 
cannot ſay that any cuent how little ſocuer it be , de- 
pends wholly vpon vs. 

Notwithſtanding, out VVill remaineth free , be- 
cauſe itis not the ation , but the motion vato a@i- 
on,and ſerueth vs neuertheleſſe: becauſe thatalthogh 
it benor the onely cauſe, yet it co-operates with the 
reft, which are gathered and bound by Deſtinic into 
the ſame knot,to _—_ one onely cffe&. When 
itaimeth at the end which it ought, it is backed by 
Deſtinie, and fauoured by the meeting of other cau- 
ſes,and fo doing it is conducted vnto its owne pur- 
poſe, .or at leaſt to another ende, that Prouidence 
iudgeth to bee good for it. VVhen contrariwilc it is 
bent toan ill end, it is by the concurrence of other 
cauſes, and force of Deſtinie , carryed away to a 
cleane contraric end from its owne, but ſtill for one 
purpoſc;from the which in ſpightof it,God draweth 


is glory, & the god of the Vaiucrſe, For alchough 
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Deſtinie moft commonly changeth nothing in the 
nature of cauſes ; and ſuffercth thoſe that are volun- 
tary, to worke voluntarily; and thoſe that are necef(- 
ſary,neceſlarily; and thole that arc naturall, natural- 
ly : neucrtheleſſe, from the mingling and gathering 
of them altogether in the point & forme wherein he 
cauſeth them to meete , he bringeth foorth ſuch et- 
fects as he liſteth, drawing oftentimes from the ſclfe 
ſame caules cleane contrary effe&ts , as by the tranf- 
poſition of the ſelfe ſame letters wee compole words 
altogether different, He is ſo cunning a worker, that 
he can apply any thing to doe his pleaſure : yea ma- 
ny times when as wee thinke to withſtand his conn- 
ſels,ſuffring vs to haue our will, he carrieth vs where 
he pleaſeth : iuft like vnto that great Circle in hea- 
uen,that inuclopeth all the others; though he letteth 
not their naturall courſe from Weſt to Eaſt , neuer- 
theleſſe he draggeth them all euery day along with 
him from Eaſt to Weſt, Whether werun or goe, 
haſten or ſtay, goe right or wrong , we come ſtill to 
our lodging with Deſtinic : we cannot auoyd it, we 
fall vpon itin recoyling from it, we finde it when as 
weflie from it, werun vpon it thinking to ouer-run 
it, This Deftinie comes from too wilc a power , and 
too powerfull a wiſedome , to bee reſiſted either by 
force or craft. 

Now ſuch , and how great ſocuer itbe, it is but 
euen as Nature, one of the cffesof that wiſe Pro- 
uidence,which filleth & gouerncth all things, 8 thar 
vs ſpred ouer all the parts of theworld,being cuen as 
its ſoule, She ruleth all the parts of it withwiſc 


and 


and infallible counſels, 8 moſt certain reaſons; which 
often1 we do nor apprehend bur very late, and ſome- 
times not atal:cither for that her wiſdome is ſo deep 
& inſcrutable, that we cannot penetrate into it - Or 
that our negligence and ſtupidity is ſo great, we doe 
not vouchſafe to open our eyes to conſider it : from 
whence it coms.that men attribute vnto Fortune the 
accidents whole cauſes they comprehend not. And 
fro thence it is come, that ſome being grown ſo brn- 
tiſh,as they obſerued no cauſes of the effets which 
they ſaw,they deemed all did happen by chance. So 
out of their ignoranceand brutalitie,they haue made 
themſclues a Goddefle, which they call Fortune,and 
paine her out blind-told, turning with a wheele 
worldly affaires,caſtingal at randome, and throwing 
her preſents,and fauours by chaunce,as they do new 
money art the firſt entrance of Kings into a towne, 
according as they ſtand neere, ſo cuery one takes vp, 
what falls ypon fm, But I could wiſh that thoſe 
which would make the world ro be gouerned ſo ma- 
ny ages,by this raſh, and blind foole, would bur ſut- 
fer her to gouerne their houſes for one =_ th 
ſhould ſec fine oecconomie. Sillie people ! they per- 
ceiue well m—_— that a ſmall familie cannot ſub. 
fiſt a yeare withont great prudence : and they 
would haue this great Vniuerſe , compoſed 
of many different parts, to fſubſiſt ſo ma- 
ny hank yeares , vnder the conduft of 
Chance. They would not haue giuen a flocke 
of ſheepe vnto a Shepheard that were ill figh- 
ted ; and they would commit vnto a blinde Te- 
mcritie,the goucrnment of ſo many legions, both of 
L 2 Angels 


Angels and men.O ingratefull kinde of people! why 
do youſet vp Altars to your gods, it your facrilegt- 
ous opinions worſhip nothin gbut Fortune > Why 
doe you offer ſacrifices after your victories , to giue 
thankes vnto her , that ſaw you not when ſhe ſaued 
you, and ſeethyou nor, when you giue her thankes? 
you thinke perhaps that this Hobgoblin bath better 
cares then eyes. That which filled men with this er- 
rour,and compelled them to ſnatch the Rule and the 
Compaſſe from the hands of Prouidence, to make 
all things to ruſh at randorne one againſt another, 
and happen by hazard:it hath beene,in my opinion, 
for that they would accommodate the greatneſſe 
and power of God vato their infhrmitie, and that 
they would acknowicdge no higher and deeper Di- 
uinitic,but what the firſt obicCt of things offered vn- 
ro their ſenſes, 

Diuine Prouidence is an abyſme of lighr, vnto 
whoſe botrome the wit of man cannot reach, but 
onely in keeping his eyes fixed vpon it a lon: time, 
and yet they muſt gather their ſight into (o-. « little 
hole, and guide it as by a leuell, for feare this ;nfinite 
brightneſfſe ſhould dazleir, and purit out. Neucr- 
thelefle, tor to know ſimply that the is,and that there 
15 no Fortunezthe leaſt and weakeſt wit of the worid 
may ſuthce, For let vs obſerue neuer (o little the ge 
uernment of the world, and of the parts thercot, 
we tudge preſently , that there is nothing in it raſh 
and aduenturous ,except our ignorance and indiſcre- 
tlon:and yet it is fo onely to our ſelues,becaule that 
euen Our temeritic and inconftancie is certaine vnto 
Proutdence, There is nothing in the world, how litlc 
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ſocuer it be,that can eſcape her : ſhe manageth and 
guidethall things,ſhe holds them, and keepes them 
im the very place where they ought to be, as well for 
their particular , as for the good of the Yniuerle, 
Now _—_— all others, there is none in my opini- 
on , ouer which ſhe watcheth ſo carefully, as ouer 
Empires,and Kingdomes : whereof he is the true 
mother and protedrix. Ve ſce cuer their off-ſpring 
and beginning marked in heauen and let downe into 
the world by the reuolutis of the Stars. VVe ſee them 
come to paſſe with ſo ſtrange commotions among 
nations, that you would ſay, that Earthis in labour, 
and trauell to bring them forth, They increaſe with 
{ſuch wonderfull accidents , with ſuch memorable 
ioults,and happy chances,that Diuinitie is not ſeene 
in any other place to further and aduance more cui- 
dently the ſuccefle of affaires , then in the eftabliſh- 
ing of new States. 

Call ro minde, I pray you, the comming of the 
Iewes into Paleſtine, and conſider how miraculouſly 
a company of poore wandering people hath ſubdu- 
cd ſo many Nations, ouerthrowne ſo many Prouin- 
ces,deſtroyed ſo many Citics,to build vp that great 
and ſtately Jeruſalem, and ſet vp that rich and magni- 
ficeat Temple, wherein alone God would be ſerued 
and worſhipped for a time, 

Come afterwards vnto that obſeruation of Titas 
Liuius , vpon the increaſe of the Romane Empire, 
- comparing vnto Reme the Nations wherewithſhee 
was compaſſed abour in her minority, which were al 
more poreat then ſhe in richeſſe,men,and armes,and 
in all commoditics ; hee wondereth ſhe was not 
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fifled a hundred times in her cradle , and thar ſhee 
was ſuffered to grow into that greatneſſe, as much 
enuicd as admired. But God ſeemed to lend her his 
helping hand to onercome her enemies,and put (as 

the Statue of Fortune did vnto Demetrius) townes 
ready taken into her Fiſt, Surely God had choſen 
that part of the Earthas fatall, to bee the chicteſt 
place of the worla,ro gather vnder this head, Europe, 
Aſ#a, Africa, as the members of that Empire, VVhen 
I confider alſo the eſtabliſhing of this heretofore ſo 
braue and flouriſhing kingdome of France , whoſe 
honour and fame hath beenc ſpread from Eaft to 
Veſt; and that I obſerue with what number of 
wonderfull chanccs it hath beene founded , raiſed, 
and maintained by the ſpace of neere twelue hun- 
dred yeeres', and how often ithath been threatned, 
and ſaucd from great and imminent ruines : I thinke 
1t cannor be denyed,but that it is diuine Prouidence 
wt hath kept it, and maintained it vnrill now. 
nd to ſpeake truely : VWherein can ſhe more de- 
_ light, thentoſeea great number of men aſſembled 
"Together ,liue religiouſly vnder iuſt lawes, as viſually 
do new-ſctled nations: & obſerue in their order, Po- 
litike gouernment,and obedience,the ſame harmony 
that ſhineth in all the world? Now as this wiſe Pro- 
uidence doth diſpoſe of the beginning of Cities and 
Kingdomes,ſo doth ſhe diſpoſe of their end : ſhe or- 
daineth nothing but whar is iuſt, how can wethen 
complain of her?Conſider,I pray you,the deſtruftis 
of all the Monarchies, & of all great Cities:conferre 
their —_ with theirend, and you will deeme 
their firlt actions worthy to be fauored for their ver- 
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tuefurthered in their enterpriſes by that holy Proni- 
dence; & afterwards you will conteſſe that their end 
was iuſt, and that their wickedneſſe had euen as it 
were inforced diuine Iaftice to deſtroy them. 
I omir the firſt Monarchies of the Perſians , 8& 4/- 
/yrians which plunged &drowned themſclues act laſt 
in delights & pleaſures; the Common-wealth of the 
Greeks, that haue bin choaked by ambition & couc- 
roulnes:& wildefire you only to turne your eyes to- 
wards the ruines of that wofull 1zra{alem:8& conſider 
whether in the time ot her deſtruction, ſhe was not a 
burthen vnto Earth, and a blemiſh vnto Heauen; as 
well for that ſhe was the Theater, whereon impiety 
did ſtrive againſt the Sonne of God, as that ſhe was 
then a finke full of Villanic and wickedneſſe., Was 
not Prouidence ſcene to procced by degrees vnto 
the puniſhment of this pcople, whoſe wicked aCtions 
were long before propheſied;8& aiter they were done, 
were threatned , and the puniſhment picached that 
wai:ed for ther? And when the time was come, did 
not ail things diſpoſe themiſclues vnto it? and haue 
not they themſclues wrought their owne ruine in 
ſuch fort,that it was not in : - power of their enemy 
to ſaue them?All rhings were more merciful co them 
then themſelues, and of allche miſchiefes they endu- 
red, there was none more cruel] then ſuch as oy did 
with their owne hands. VVickednes 1s 1uſt in this, ſhe 
viſually puniſherh her ſelfe, carryeth her ſelfe in ſpite 
of a!l the world to the Gallowes , and is often her 
OWNC CXCCutioner. 
Let vs paſſe vnto the deſtruCtis of the ciry of Rome, 


and let vs ſee when it happened,and in what manner, 
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It was not when their conditions were pure and 
godly,thar Iuſticc, Faithfulnefſe, and Magnanimitie 
flouriſhed thercin, infomuch as it made Terinllian to 
ſav,that cheir Lawes came verie ncere vnto Innocen- 
cy; but it was after they had diſpoyled al theearth of 
her Riches , and that together wich the Gold and 
Siler of their Proninces, they had drawn their vices 
& corruptions, It was after Truth had beene a long 
time preached vnto them, and that they could not 
bee recalled from an inceſtuous and profane ido- 
latrie,to the pure ſeruice of God, And how came it 
to paſſe? Euen by miraculous meanes , and wherein 
Prouidence ſhewed her ſelte continually. There were 
ſcene vnknowne Nations,moued by ſecret motions, 
and hidden inſpirations , hauin Carcely any inte|- 
ligence one with another, riſe whole from their ſeat, 
to ouerflow- one after another this Monarchy. And 
in the ſame time the Emperours and the ſubies, 
which had in times paſt kept by the onely fame of 
their vertue all the nations of the world vnder their 
obedience,ſo faint-hearted,ſo diuided into fations, 
and fo ill aduiſed , that you would haue fayd , that 
Prouidence had ſent Mowers vnto a tripe Harueſt 
ready to be cut downe. | 
But we need not to looke after forraine examaples; 
let vs but examine what eftate our * Fraxce was in 
when the ſtorme came vpon vs,and the manner how 
we hauc beene beaten. I will no more then you, hauec 
{o bad a conceite of the well-fare of my countrey, 
nor deſpaire ſo much of the mercy of God, that I 
thinke her vtter deſtruftion to be at hand, Neuer- 
thelefle , whatway tocuer things fall out, itmuſt 
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needes breede an exceeding great alteration, full of 
miſerie and calamitie. Can we deny bur that this ca- 
lamitie is iuſtly come vpon vs, and that wee were 
orowne then into ſuch a diſorder, an infamous cor 

ruption,that we were aſhamed of our ſelues, and ler: 
ued as an argument vnto Impiertic ? to conclude that 
God who forbore (o long to punith vs , had no c:r: 
ot humane affaires. I will not offend your eares wit! 
1 new rehcarſall of the abominable vices that raion- 
ed amongſt vs,and bee alledged by poſteritie, for a 
witncfſ2 of the ſhame of my nation, and of the infa- 
my of this age. I will content my ſelſe with that 
which uſes hath touched of it in generall , and 
very ſparingly : and with that which you all know in 
particular,to your great griefe, as I belecue, I defire 
onely to enter into conſideration with you of the 
rnanner which Prouidence hath vſed ro puniſh vs all 
one by another: leading & guiding our actions to an 
end hot different from our own intent,$: tur- 
Ning all our counſels againſt our ſelues for our pu- 
nthment, We are here amongſt our faithfull friends, 
I beleeue that whatſocuer we ſhall ſpeake, ſhall not 
g0 ouer the threſhold of the doore ,wee may ſpeake 
freely. 

If humane meanes and policy might ſerue againſt 
the decree of Prouidence;queſtionleſle it ſeemed that 
the late King might cafily haue auoyded the miſchict 
that overwhelmed him. For firſt,there was no likely- 
hood tovſe againſt him the pretext of Religion : ſec- 
ing that he was not onely a Catholicke, but even ex- 
ceſſiue in ſhew of deuotion, leading the life rather of 
a Frier,chenot a King:lo that whatſoener the opinion 
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It was not when their conditions were pure and 
godly,thar Iuſticc, Faithfulnefſe, and Magnanimitie 
flouriſhed thercin, inſomuch as it made Terinilian to 
ſav,that their Lawes came veriencere vnto Innocen- 
cy; but it was after they had diſpoyled al the earth of 
her Riches , and that together wich the Gold and 
Siluer of their Proninces,they had drawn their vices 
& corruptions, It was after Truth had beenc a long 
time preached vnto them, and that they could not 
bee recalled from an inceſtuous and profane ido- 
latrie,to the pure ſeruice of God, And how came it 
to paſſe? Euen by miraculous meanes , and wherein 
Prouidence ſhewed her ſelte continually. There were 
ſcene vnknowne Nations,moued by ſecret motions, 
and hidden inſpirations , hauin weil any intel- 
ligence one with another, riſe whole from their ſeat, 
to oucrflow one after another this Monarchy. And 
in the ſame time the Emperours and the ſubicas, 
which had in times paſt kept by the onely fame of 
their vertue all the nations of the world vnder their 
obedience,ſo faint-hearted,ſo diuided into faftions, 
and fo ill aduiſed , that you would haue fayd , that 
Prouidence had ſent Mowers vnto a ripe Harueſt 
ready to be cut downe. 

Bur we need not to looke after forraine examples; 
let vs but examine what eftate our 'Fraxce was in 
when the ſtorme came vpon vs,and the manner how 
we hauc beene beaten. I will no more then you, hauec 
{o bad a conceite of the well-fare of my countrey, 
nor deſpaire ſo much of the mercy of God, that 1 
thinke her vtter deſtruction to be at hand; Neuer- 
thelefle , whatway locuer things fall out, itmuſt 
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needes breedean exceeding great alteration, full of 
miſerie and calamitie. Can we deny but that this ca- 
lamitie is juſtly come vpon vs, and that wee were 
orowne then into ſuch a diſorder, an infamous cor 

ruption,that we wereaſhamed of our ſelues, and ſer- 
ued as an argument vnto Impietie ? to conclude that 
God who fordore (o long to puniſh vs , had no cx: 
of humane affaires. I will not offend your eares wit! 
1 new rchearſall of che abominable vices that raion- 
ed amongſt vs,and bee alledged by poſteritie, for a 
witncfl2 of the ſhame of my nation, and of the infa- 
my of this age. I will content my ſelſe with that 
which uſes hath touched of it in generall , and 
very ſparingly: and with that which you all know in 
particular,to your great griefe, as I belecue, I defire 
onely to enter into conſideration with you of the 
rnanner which Prouidence hath vſed ro puniſh vs all 
one by another: leading & guiding ouraCtions to an 
end chojied ifferent from our own intent,8& tur- 
ning all our counſels againſt our ſelues for our pu- 
ni/hment, Weare here amongſt our faithfull friends, 
I beleeue that whatſocuer we ſhall ſpeake, ſhall not 
go ouer the threſhold of the doore ,wee may ſpeake 
freely. 

If humane meanes and policy might ſerue againſt 
the decree of Prouidence;queſtionleſle it ſeemed that 
the late King might eaſily haue auoyded the miſchict 
that ouerwhelmed him.For firſt,there was no likely- 
hood tovſe againſt him the pretext of Religion : ſee- 
ing that he was not onely a Catholicke, but cuen ex- 
cefſiue in ſhew of deuotion, leading the life rather of 
a Frier,thenof a King:ſo chat wharſocuer the opinion 
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of religion may worke in a State , 1t was On his fas. 
nour, and ſeemed to doe much for his conferua- 
tion. Amongſt his ſubjects , the Princes of his 
lood were of his partic : as well for the ductic 
they owed vnto his dignitie, as for that they were 
perſwaded, that the new faction which was raiſed 
in the State, was to fupprefle them. The Novbllitie 
was a'moſt all at his command; as well tor the ſame 
reaſons, as for that they knew full well , that f 
the people made an inſurrection againft their 
Prince, they would pull downe all that were 
high and loftie, The poore countrey people were 
ſo-wearied with the laſt warres, that they ſought for 
nothing ſo muchas reſt; thoſe of townes , and cit- 
tics had almoſt their wealth in the Princes hands, 
cither by reaſon of the Rents or Offices that euery 
one had bought of him, he hauing beſtowed the pla- 
ces that belonged to warre, and the execution of 
Tuſtice vpon them, that enioyed them at that time, 
Among Churchmen, the Prelates were all made by 
his hand, and whoſoeuer looked for any preferment, 
could not expett it but from him : and for the mea- 
ner fort", hee graced and fauoured them as muchas 
hecould, VWho would cuer hauc thought, that a 
King ſtrengthened with ſuch meanes , ſhould haue 
teared any thing > ſpecially a commotion that was 
the certaine ouerthrow of all ſuch as ſhould put 
their hands -vnto-it> And at leaſt, who would 
cuer haue miſtruſted , hee could haue receiued 
ſuch an affront as hee ſuffered that fatall- day of 
the © Barricadoes , that birth day of our mi- 
terie? Mee thinkes I dreame whenlocuer I call 
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it to mind,and cannot belecue what my memory 
repreſenteth vnto me : fo farre this accident ſee. 
meth to me to goe beyond all ſenſeand reaſon. 
The King was 1n his capitall Cittie, attended by 
a very great number of braue Princes, Lords and 
Gentlemen ; his Parliament was there, and his 
officers of Iuſtice , he held the barrell, and had in 
his power all che ſtrong places of the rowne, the Or- 
denance and Munitions of Warre, the Maior and 
Sheriffes , Coronels and Captaines of the Citric 
were all his Officers and obliged Seruants , and 
much affeed to his ſeruice: he had morcouer neere 
ſixe thouſand men of warre ſtrangers, diſpoſed of 
abroade as he pleaſed himſelfe, Notwithſtanding 
all this, a popular commotion raiſed vpen a falſe 
report, made him to behold his people armed a- 
gainſt him , and his owne perſon beſieged in a man- 
ner within his owne houſe, It was a wonderfull 
thing for a man to conſider the humour of the 
people in their mutinous fits; for among ſo 
many armed men that came foorth, the better 
ſort indged well —_— the end of this aftion,and 
cuen the moſt part of the reſt , were kept backe by 
the reſpect due vnto the Soueraigne, So that if they 
had bin queſtioned cuery one by himfelfe, there had 
bin few or none that had not wiſhed this ftirre had 
neuer falne out, or that it had been already appeaſed, 
Neuertheleſle, the furie that mooued theſe people, 
did fo incenſe their courages, that thoſe which fea- 
redat firſt to come forth into the ſtreet with weapons 
in their hands, were ready the next day to go & be- 
fiege their ſoucraign _—_ cuent within his _ 
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So that he was inforced; for to ſaue himſclte,to retire 
as if he had fled avoay.& yer theſe people were ſo mad 
that they would willingly haue purſued him, A 
ſtrange thing, ! chat thoſe people whom hee had fo 
much cheriihed, and ted with the ſpoyles of the 
reſt of his ſubic&s, with whom he had made himlſclfe 
familiar and inward : yea farre beyond all decencie, 
which had more intereſt then any other in the con- 
ſcruation of the publike quiet , ſhould loſe in an in- 
ſtant the reſpect of royall Maieſtic,the remembrance 
of his bountie, the feare of the Law, the reuerence of 
his Magittrate: to caſt theſelues ny by ſuch an 
inſolency and raſhneſſe,into a bottomleſle pit of woe 
and milſcrie. 

What meaneth all this, but that there was a high- 
er power, which ſtirred thoſe ſpirits, and gauc life vn- 
to this ſcdirion, that it might be the beginning of the 
puniſhment, that God had prepared for the King 
and all the kingdome. For I hold, that euen from that 
day the crowne fell from his head , and to our great 
miſchiefe and his too,began to be broken, And ſince 
that,all things were turned to our ruine, and all the 
counſels that could be taken for our recouerie , haue 
beene turned into our miſerie and calamitie,and into 
theirs that were the authours thereof, Bur chat which 

| is the moſt admirable in the continuall courſe of our 
| euils,is thar,fince God ſuffered this poore ſtate to be 

torne into thoſe two great faCtions : he ved them in 

ſuch ſort, that you would haue ſayd, they had beene 
£ ſet and diſpoſed to giue one another by turnes each 
[ ol them a blow , as if they had beene wagered by di- 
| uine Iuſtice to puniſh one another, The firſt blow 
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was that which the king rcceiued ; great certainly 
to ſee himmſelfe driuen our of the chiefcht cittie of his 
kingdome by his owne ſubie&s : to ſee himſelfe ba- 
niſhed inthe midi of his eſtate::o ſee himſelfe depri- 
ucd of his authoritic and of his commodities. To be 
reuenged he made the ſecond ſtroke at Blozs, which 
was a great wound to his enemies, but was no cure to 
his. He thought by this deed to haue blowne vp all 
the contrary party , and ſmothered in the blood of 
thoſe two Princes,the firebrands of ciuill war ; but ic 
fell out far otherwiſe, for he kindled them by it,& did 
let out by this wound the torrents of blood , which 
haue ſince ouerflowne all France. For you 
know how that preſently after this, almoſt all 
the great rownes of this kingdome rebelled , com- 
bined themſelues and Ry together : you re- 
member how that ſoone after he was beſieged and 
almoſt taken in Tours. Truly all things were fo bent 
againſt him,and Fortune ſeemed to be {o fauourable 
to the league, that thoſe which were on that fide 
thought they had wonneall, and behaned rhemſelues 
very inſolently. in their Fortune, But the barrel] of 
Senlis cooled them,& plucked downethe pride & the 
hope of thoſe that were gone from hence, to buy the 
p1ilage of that towne, which wee accounted a'read 

euctas taken, Afterwards followed the ſiege of this 
Cittic, which brought vs within two fingers of our 
deſtruction;and truely there was no meanes to auoyd 
it, when the Chance began.to turne,and that the king 
was treacherouſly killed with that fearctull blow that 
ended his life pittifully , and put all his into a great 


confuſion, The heart ofthe League began then to 
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increaſe, and new hopes appeared vnto their lea- 
ders; ſpecially when as the King that now is , was 
beſieged in Dzepe, and that they reported in.the mar- 
ket place hee ſhould bee brought forthwith priſoner 
to Paris. That good time laſted not long, for euery 
one wondred to ſee him”, and feele him inthe Sub- 
urbs of Faris, and almoſt within the citty it ſelfe, 
Certainly that amazed vs much , but we grew neuer 
the wiſer forall that. The League had preſently after 
a mightic Armie, and rooke Yiacenmes and Pontoiſe, 
they promiſed themſclues no lefle in Peres then that 
the King ſhould bee inſtantly taken : for they thinke 
here,that to giuea battell, and winue iris all one, 
They were taught full well , they are two ſundry 
things;for the League gaue the barcell, but it was 
terribly beaten. This lofſe was ſeconded with 0- 
thers, to wit, that of Adawte, Corbeil,and Melune : ne- 
uertheleſſe, the Fortune of the vanquifher was not 
ſuch, bur that he found a thorne at Seps, that ſtayed 
his courſe, Now behold Paris is belcagred , ſuffring 
all the calamities that one may, not onely ſay,but i- 
magine:they looke at this preſent for the ſuccour of 
ſtrangers , that will come and ſpoyle the countrey, 
and ſeize ypon Fraxce it they can, 
What is all that, but an Ebbe and Tide of miſery, 
a turne and returne of calamitie , that will ſwal- 
low vs vp in the end, it God hath no morepit- 
tic of vs, then wee haue our ſelues> who is fo 
blinde, cither of body or vnderſtanding , that 
ſeeth not, that all is nothing elſe, but the hand 
of God, which whippeth vs ane after another 
by turnes , with the roddes of warres , without 
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any body bee able ro exempt himſelfe from it? 
who indgeth not plainely , that hee makes vſe of 
our mathce and wickednefſe, ro puniſh vs one 
by another, Kings, Princes and Nobilitic are cha- 
ſtiſed by the inſurretiqn of the people , which 
ſhake off the yoake of obedience , ſeize vpon 
their houſes, cauſe them to wander vp and downe 
with their defolate and ruined families : they are 
chaſtiſed by the wounds vnto the which they are 
expoſed euery day, by the effuſion of their 
blood, wherewithall the field is ſtained almoſt 
all ouer, The people on the other file are cha- 
ſtiſed by the ſouldiours that robbe, ſpoyle, and 
ranſacke them : rtownes are taken againe and a- 
gaine : and thoſc that may bce kept aud caten vp- 
with Garriſons , ſurcharged with Watching , 
harried with Toyles, afflicted with. Pouertic 
and Famine , and which is worſt the Inhabi- 
tants Robbe, Sacke, and Eate vp one another. 
As for the Church-men , whoſe Vices haue as 
much as any thing elſe inflamed the wrath of 
God again(t vs , and kindled this warre , which 
they maintaine ſtil] as much as they can : they 
are the common play-game of all the reſt, and 
as the ſubie& of the infolencies and iniuries both 
of the Nobilitie and Commons.l forbeare to ſay, 
that the ſeruice of God is forſaken euery where, 
that impietic and blaſphemics increaſe, that all 
manner of ſacriledge and pollution is committed 
in holy places , and whereas that ſhould bee the 
moſt gricuous and and ſenſible ſorrow , yet it is 


that we do leſſe complaine of. 
But 
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But asfor their wealth, and remporall goods, for the 
which we haue beene fo tormented;and to ſay truely, 
raiſed for their caute a!l theſe Tragedies . how are 
they dealt with all> Their Benefices, their Lands and 
Rents are ſcized on, ouerthrowne , and burnt inthe 
countrey : and their bodies impriſoned, ranſommed 
and wronged in the C:rrics, the greater dignitic and 
honour they haue, fo much the more are they vexed 
and tormented. And which is more remarkeable, 
they are yet worſt vicd by thoſe of the faftion they 
haueraifed, thenby thoſe which they deeme their c- 
nemics: No title, no qualitie, no.order, no holineſle 
can protect them from the infolency of the ſeditions 
of townes andcitties, or {ouldiours of armics, Or 
countrey Gentlemen, 

Now behold how God ouerthroweth the defſtgns 
of men , and how he can punith them ar his pleaſure 
one by another: what is lacking to giue contentment 
and fatisfaCtion vnto thoſe that haue made any que- 
ſtion of diuine Iuſtice,but onely to ſee a few lewd vil- 
lainzs,that liue in peace, and practiſe their wickednes 
vpon innocent people,puniſhed in their turne, Wee 
arenot yet inthe end of this Tragicall play , let vs 
haue patience but vntill the laſt Act,we ſhall ſee what 
we expect : weſhall fee, I ſay, that the ſame people 
which they haue ſtirred againſt good men, ſhall pur- 
chaſe their owne ruine, For people in commorion 
are like vnto the Sea, which in a ſtorme and tempeſt 
raiſeth to the top of the water all the filth that is in 
the bottome, bur by little and little it caſtcth it on 
ſhore, Vee have feene the example of ſome already, 
wire ambicion aud conetouſneſſe hath bin requi- 
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red by the diſdainfull contempt and iniury of the 
baſe multitude,” VVe muſt hope the reſt ſhall have 
their turne- too, and ſhall participate vnto the af. 
fictions they haue procured to ſo many honeſt 
me, That which is moſt to be feared, is, that God wil 
vr.1p vs altogether in one , and the ſelte-ſame ruine, 
as wee arc much threatned; and exterminate all ar 
once ſo many euill conſciences thatare among{ vs, 
being no otherwayes able toamend them. The ſu- 
reſt remedie wehaue left, is, to proftrate our ſelues 
dcuoutly before his diuine Maieſtic, and by the hu- 
militic ot our prayers, bend vnto Mercie the rigour 
of his Iuſtice , and obtaine of him, thathe will bee 
more mercifull vnto vs, then wee are our ſclues; and 

that ſecing we haue found ourowne miſchief,in what 
we deſired moſt ; he will be pleaſed by his grace, to 

let vs finde our good, in that which wee haue moft 

teared, Neuerthelefls, if his wrath doth continue a- 

oainſtvs, what Fortune focuer falles vpon vs, wee 

muſt beare it patiently, and with great reuerence,, as 

proceeding from that great and 1uſt Prouidence, 

whoſe ballance is neuer ftirred, but by the weight of 
Reaſon , vnto which therefore wee muſt ſubmur our 
will, 

I apprehend well enough what offendeth you in 
this diſcourſe, it is the ſame thorne which galled me 
in times paſt vpon this verie ſame way. You cannot 
comprehend, why good men in ſuch accidents 
ſhould ſuffer rogether with the wicked, the innocent 
with the guiltie.If there be Prouidence, the is iuſt : if 
ſhebe iuſt , ſhe ought to reward the good , and pu- 


niſh the wicked , and not wrap them altogether 1n 
the 
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the ſelfe-ſame afflition. But to cleere this doubr of 


ours, I would aske you , in what part of the earth, 
ho haue found this innocencie.you bemoane (0 
much,& by what tokens you canknow it, Our faults 
and finnes are commitred : by eur members , and 
viſible parts of our bodie- :- but they are bred 
inwardly. witnin our ſoule,, that is the wombe 
wherein they are concciued , which they pollutc 
no lefſe for being not brought forch,, then if they 
had really come to liglt : for yet, an ill ation 
wl.i:-hwe doo, is vſually followed with griefe and 
repentance,that doth ſomwhat purge it. bur as for ill 
intentions, which we foſter in our mind, as burning 
coales vnder aſhes , wethinke becauſe theyare nor 
known, they are not il}, & donotabſtain from them. 
It the ſeate of ſinne be in our foule,and that we can- 
not penetrate into it; how ſhould wee haue notice 
of another mans innocencie, ſeeing wee know how 
often we haue offended God ourſelues ; without 0- 
thers could be able to perceiue it? But that goeth be- 
yond our reach; let vs ſuffer him to take notice of it, 
that is the onely Iudge of the heart, and voluptuouſ- 
neſle of men : and if wee may preſume any thing in 
this, let vs follow that coniecture which is moſt rea- 
fonable : let vs preſume for his 1udgement, and be- 
leeue that he is tuſt;As truly it is very hard in ſo cor- 
rupted an age, that his thunder ſhould fall out on 
any place where there were not ſome guiltic, 
Fiſhes haue that propertie indeede , that they are 


bred and nouriſhed in the Sea , without any 


taſte of the falrnefſe of it : but, that men may be nou- 
:ifhed and brought vp in the filth and infection 
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ofthe earth, and neuer bee defiled with it ; if itbe 

not impoſſible, it is verie difticult and hard , Bue 

I grant you may fnde amongſt vs a good number 

of godly and innocent people, that are moſt of alt 

afflicted by the publike calamiriez I will main- 
tainenotwithſtanding , that they haue no cauſe to 
complaine, rather they are bound to giue thankes 
to, God for it, as for a great fauour: and reckon 
thoſe accidents amongſt the greateſt benefites they 
receiue from him. This medicine .ſ{cemeth bitter 
vnto you, feeing the manner how you taſte it : 
but take it downe, and you will fcele it ſweete 
a1d wholeſome, and will more ſet:le your mind 
then any remedy you can vie: yea I ſay, that char 
which we call miſeries and calamities, are gifts of 
God moſt precious and profitable, To perſwade 
you thereto; it might ſuffice I haue ſhewed you that 
they happenfor a good cauſe, and proceedefrom a 
hand that is perfectly good : from whence, as from a 

quicke ſpring,are deriued al the veines of our goods, 

Bur if they haue a good cauſe, they haue yera better 
end,and thatwill I proue cafaly. Neuerthelefle afore 

[ rake it inhand,I wil anſwer ſome obieCtions, that as 

Lreade in your face, you baue a minde to alledge a- 
gainſt me concerning the meancs that are vſed to at- 
taine vnto this end. 

You will ay, Are not warres, murthers,ſackings,ra- 
uyhings,& other plagues wherewith we are afflicted 
bad things of themſelues ? thoſe that commit them, 
haue they not an intent to hurt vs? doe not they 
d-{ire our harme, doe they not endeauour them« 
ſ:lues to vndoe vs? Can you call our miſeries, 

N 2 cuils, 
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euils , but -you muſt accuſe the vices of thoſe, that 
are the inſtruments thereof > and defile their hands 
with ſo many facriledges and wicked deeds > To 
elecre this doubt, I deſire you to make a diſtinction 
betweene the afflictions that happen to vs. Some 
proceede but from natural cauſes,as Famine,Dearth, 
Earthquakes, Plagues, Floods, Mortahities, and ſuch 
like: in others the VVill of man doth co-operate; as 
Tyrannies , Warres, Murthers, Sackings, Thoſe 
queſtionlefle, haue no other intent but our good, for 
they haue no other end , then his that ordaineth 
them : theſ: vadoubredly hauean ill intent, for they 
are managed by the will of the wicked : but it is an 
cuill, which God turneth to good. For though pri- 
uate men which God doth vſe in ſuch aCtions:, are 
bent to an ul end: neuerthelefſe, the laſt end where 
he cauſeth them to meete together, is our good and 
welfare. Euen as the Archer ſhooteth the Arrow at 
a marke which the Arrow feeth not ; ſo doth hee 
conduct them to an effect, that they neither deſire, 
nor vnderſtand, Which wee ought not to thinke 
ſtrange in the actions of this All-wiſe Prouidence, 
ſecing thateuen in humane affaires, to artaine vnto 
a thing , we vic often-times that which is intended 
tor anothercither different or contrary. 

Behold an Armie of : Souldiours going furiouſly 
to a Bartell,ſome are incited to it by quarrels, others 
induced by a deſire of glory,others mouecd by ſpleen 
others by hope of boorie : but they do all conforme 
themſelues in the end, to the intent of the General, 
thar is the victorie, Good and bad are in this world 
catertained vnder Gods pay, and fight for his glory; 
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ſame are choſen & inſtructed, others are as bond: 
& {laues.VVhy(wil you fay)ſhould he vſethe wides 
he that is till All-good,& All-mightie,hath he no o. 
ther meanes to worke his will> He hathnot made the 
wicked ſuch,they are become o of thelelues, bur ſee- 
ing they are ſo, he muſt make vſc of the in ſomthing, 
A great worke-man ought not to haue any eching 
- ynprofitable in his ſhop. Art can draw from the 
worſt things that are,very good & wholſome effets. 
L will tell youmore, that there are many things very 
beneficiall , which could not ſubſiſt,if there were not 
ſome ill thing in the. That famous medicament cal- 
led Treacle,an inuentis truly diuine againſt poyſon, 
hath for its chiefeſt ingredient the viper', that is one 
of the moſt venemous of all ſerpents. VVould you 
argue with God,for that in the atfliftions he ſendeth 
to vs, as a medicament as needfull, as wholeſome for 
the purgation of our ſoules : hee minglethalirtle of 
that humane viper, to wit, the perucrſe will of the 
wicked , which he doth fo qualifie with many other 
Iuices he addeth vnto it, and by thefire of the holy 
Charitie, wherewith he loueth vs, that there is no- 
thing can be ill to vs but the tafte, which we thinke a 
little birter, as are all medicaments of great ſtrength 
and vertue. The effect of it queſtionleſle is euer good, 
and the end is neuer otherwiſe then for ourgood and 
profit, whether we be vertuous, whether we be vict- 
ous.whe her we be innocent , whether we be guiltie. 
And as for the firſt , what canafather doe more 
for his children, thatare to liue ina countrey vexed 
with warre,then to bring them vp to labor and toile, 


ceach them to endure heate and cold , bunger and 
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thirſt, traine them vp toarmes , accuſtome them to 
fcare nothing, goe to the blowes as toa wedding, 
Thoſe that haue bin brought vp in this manner, liue 
at libertic , preſerue their goods , purchaſe honour 
and glory,andare deemed happy.Contrariwiſe,thoſe 
that baue beene kept daintily , and haue baſtardized 
their toules with delights and pleaſures , are made a 
booty to others,ſerue humbly to the ſtronger,endure 
all manner of injuries, live and die without honour, 
Man coms into the world as intoa pitcht held, wher- 
in all ſorts of cuils beſet him-round about, cuenfrom 
his birth to his death hee hath no other exerciſe but 
fighting. Doe you wonder if this good & wile tather 
will often exerciſe vs, to harden vs to labour? No, 
no, hee doth not flatter vs like a fond mother , that 
{poyleth her children : but reproueth- vs like a wiſe 
father that vſeth them ſeuercly, - He keepes vs inawe 
continually , and doth exerciſe vs not onely till wee 
{weate, but euen till wee bleede. He knoweth very 
well that a fouldier doth not become a Capraine but 
by working, ſuffering, bearing, abiding , enduring 
day and night,hot and cold the raine and the Sunne, 
The Sailor groweth to be a Pilote amongft tempeſts 
and {termes : and man becomes not a man indeed, 
thats, conſtant'8 couragious, but in aduerſitie.It is 
alfliction makes. him- know his ſtrength, it is ſhee 
which as the ſteele from the flint drawes from man 
chat ſparke of diuine fire he hath in his heart,and ma- 
kerh his vertue ſhineandappeare. 
There is nothing fo worthy of man, as to over- 
come aduerſitiez nor meanes to ouercome it, but to 


Ermewith itz nor. meanes to ſtrive with it , but to 
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meete it. There is the ficſt benefitafflition brings to 
a good man, which is not ſmall, As that hath = 
labour ioyned with it, ſorhis which followeth hath 
very much comfort. It conſifteth in this, that calami- 
tic letteth him know what reckoning God makes of 
him : for wee ought to thiake. he doth not ſer vs our - 
(0 peril-and dangers , but for a good opinion hee: 
hath of our vertue, and for the earneſt defire he hath 
to {ce vs behaue our ſelues well, A Captaine doth 
not picke out a meanc ſouldice to triea painefull and 
dangerous enterpriſe : he chuſeth the moſt valiant 
and couragious ;z and whom hee reſpects aboue all 
the reſt, he fetteth them formoſt, It is an honourable 
iudgement is made ofa man, wkena hard and trou- 
bleſome place is committed. to- his charge, Euer 
the heathen themſclues made the like iudgement of 
aduerfities, and deemed them to whom they happe- 
ned, to be moſt beloucd of their gods : by ſach de- 
grees they made Hercules clime vp to heauen, And as 
for vsthat are better taught then they, we haue our 
leſſon in writing;thatrels vs,we ſhall not becrowned 
if we do not fight. Oughtnot we to thinke,that when 
we arc inuited to the faght, weare inuited to the glo. 
ry > What voyce do you eftecme.to haue been more 
pleaſant vato thoſe', that preſented themſelues vnto 
the Olympicke games, then that of the trumpets 
which called chem into the lifts > Doe nor you be- 
leeue, that euen in the heate of the fight , the defire 
they had to pleale the pzople , and get an honoura- 
ble iudgement , tooke away from them the feeling 
of the paine , and made their wounds ſeeme vnto 


them gentle and caſte, 
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thirſt, traine them vp to armes , accuſtome them to 
{care nothing, goe to the blowes as toa wedding, 
Thoſe that haue bin brought vp in this manner, liue 
at libertic , preſerue their goods , purchaſe honour 
and glory,andare deemed happy.Contrariwiſe,thoſe 
that baue beene kepr daintily, and haue baſtardized 
their foules with delights and pleaſures , are made a 
booty to others,ſeruc humbly to the ſtronger,cndure 
all manner of injuries, liue and die without honour, 
Man coms into the world as intoa pitcht held, wher- 
in all ſorts of cuils beſet him-round about, cuen from 
his birth ro his death hee hath no other exerciſe but 
fighting, Doc you wonder if this good & wile father 
will often exerciſe vs, to harden vs to labour? No, 
no, hee doth nor flatrer vs like a fond mother , that 
{poyleth her children : but reproueth- vs like a wiſe 
father that vſeth them ſeuercly, - He keepes vs inawe 
continually , and doth exerciſe vs not onely till wee 
{weate, but euen till wee bleede. He knoweth very 
well that a fouldier doth not become a Capraine but 
by working, ſuffering, bearing, abiding, enduring 
day and night, hot and cold.the raine and the Sunne, 
The Sailor groweth to be a Pilote amongſt tempeſts 
and {termes : and man becomes not a wan indeed, 
that.is, conſtant'& couragious, but in aduerſitie.It is 
affliction makes him- know his ſtrength, it is ſhee 
which as the fteele from the flint drawes from man 
chat ſparke of diuine firc he hath in his heart,and ma- 
keth his vertue ſhineandappeare. 
There is nothing ſo worthy of man, as to over- 
come aduerſitie; nor meanes to ouercome it, but to 


Erine with it; nor. meanes to ſtrive with it , but to 
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meete it. There is the ficſt benefiraffliction brings to 
a good man, which is not ſmall, As that hath = 
labour ioyned with it, forthis which followeth hath 
very much comfort. It conſifteth in this, that calami- 
tie letteth him know what reckoning God makes of 
him : for wee ought to thiake- he doth not ſer vs our + 
fo perilz-and dangers , but for a good opinion hee 
hath of our vertue, and for the earneſt defire he hath 
to {ce vs behauc our ſelues well, A Captaine doth 
not picke out a meanc ſouldice to triea painefull and 
dangerous enterpriſe : he-chuſeth the moſt valiant 
and couragious z and whom hee reſpects aboue all 
the reſt, he ſetteth them formoſt. It is an honourable 
iudgement is made ofa man, wkena hard and trou- 
bleſome place is committed, to- his charge, Euerr 
the heathen themſclues made the like iudgement of 
aduerfiries, and deemed them to whom they happe- 
ned, to be moſt beloued of their gods :- by ſach de- 
grees they made Hercules clime vp to heauen, And as 
for vs.cthat are better taught then they, we have our 
leſſon in writing;thatcels vs,we ſhall not becrowned 
if we do not fight. Oughtnot we to thinke,that when 
we are inuited to the faght, weare inuited to the-glo. 
ry > What voyce do you eſteeme.to hauc been more 
pleaſant vnto thoſe', that preſented themſelues vnto 
the Olympicke games, then that of the trumpets 
which called chem into the liſts > Doe not you be- 
leeue, thar cuen in the heate of the fight , the defire 
they had to pleale the pzople , and get an honoura- 
ble iudgement , tooke away from them the tecling 
of the paine , and made their wounds ſecme vnto 


them gentle and cafic, 
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Now beſides the plea 


ſure we recciue in our ſoule, 


whileſt that we arc uimployed about braye, and gene- 


rous aCtions,and that conſtancy worketh in a maner, 
and wraſtleth with aduerſirie , there remaines atter- 
wards vnto vs a greater taſte of it, when as wee are 
deliuered,and are come into a {afe harbour, For rhere 
is nothing more pleaſant in the world,nor that giues 
a greater contentment to our ſoules , then the teſtt- 
mony our conſcience beareth vnto vertue, and rhe 
remeEbrance that is left tro vs, how we haue vndanted 
ly withſtood ill Fortune, We are filled then with an 
vnſpeakeable pleaſure , and the ſplendour of a true 
and {ound glory ſeerneth to ſhine abour vs, and giue 
vs ſome preeminence amongſt men, There is ano- 
ther benefit proceedeth from our patience , that 
—_— not to comfort vs leſſe then the precedent. It 
is the benefit which thoſe that comeafter vs reape by 
our good example; that is vnto them in ſtead of a 
Torch, to lighten them to faire and ,glorious aCti- 
ons, Wee owe vnto poſterity moſt part of our befk 
actions, & me thinke thoſe, that are borne to honor, 
hauenot any more earneſt, & more vſual wiſhes,then 
coſacrifiſe their liues for the publike good, Infomuch 
chat it ſeemes vnto me, that the occafions which atf- 
foord vs meanes to cach others to do well by our 
imitation, and make vs illuſtrious in time to come, 
by the commendation of our vertue , ſhould pleaſe 
vs exceedingly, becauſe they make vs very honoura- 
ble and profitable ynto poſteritic, The ſweating and 
bleeding of thoſe that behaue themſelues vertuouſly 
in their calamities , are fo many fountaines that are 
neuer dricd vp; from whence runnetha generous de- 
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to reſemble them, There is no doubt then, but good 
men get profit by the calamicies , that happen vato 
them,and the publike alſo reape by them many great 
commodities, 

Let vs fee whether thoſe that fall vpon guiltic 
people , that are farre greater in number then the 
others, be of the ſame nature, Yes certainly, There is 
two ſorts of thoſe that haue ſtraycd from the way of 
vertue,and the obedience they owe vnto God(which 
is the true and onely inaocencie.) Some doe but be- 
ginne to ſwarue,the others vtterly loſt;affliftion is to 
both of them a who!l-ſome and a needtull remedie.It 
is to the firſt in ſtead of a gentle and facher'y correc- 
tion; it is as the rodde wherewithall God brings 
chat man backe againe to his dutie that is fwarued 
from it, vſing towards vs the office of a wi efather, 
that chaſtiſeth his children ſo much the more care- 

Htullv,as he loueth them deerely : he correeth them 
tor ſmall and light faults, leaſt being neglected,they 
turne into cuſtome, cuſtome into crime and imputa- 
tion , and fall into the hands of the publike Magi- 
rate, in regard they haue not ſuffered domefſtical! 
reprchenſion; and endure a cruell and ſhametull pu- 
niſhmenr for their {tubbornnefle, innot receijuing a 
fatherly and caricable correQtion. I will tell you 
moFe, that as God is infinitely wiſe , and yet better 
towards vs, doth ofterupreuent our faults zandas he 
ſcerh our will i::clined to doe il], hee doth redrefle 
and correct vs by aduerſities , as witha bir, that hee 
putteth in or mouths, to ſtop our ill inclination, & 
rame our affections Ly our altlictions, Let vs tell the 


truth , how many times in our life bath Prouidence 
Oo catcht 
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catcht vs in i] thoughts, and with a knocke vpon 
our fingers hath forced vs to lct goe our old? How 
many ill members haue wee had , that haue [poke to 
our conlcience, pulled downe our pride, and aduerth- 
(ed vs that we Were men. 

It is reported, that the Great King Francs (truely 
orcat, for he was endowed with great vertues,and 
great vices ) being taken. prifoner in the battell 
of Panic, was carried into a Monaſterie ; where the 
firſt thing that was offered ro his cycs, was an 
inſcription -ouer a gate , containing this verſe of 
a Plalme ; 1t is well O Lord that thou baſt hum: 
bled wee, to let mee know the power. of thy Juſtice. 
Another will impute this to. a Chance: as for 
mce, I thinke it a ſingular worke of diume Pro- 
uidence., that carried this Prince to that place, 
atter ſuch a misfortune., that hee might fee his 
Leſlon in writing, and comprehend the warning 
God gaue him, to make vic of his calamitie ; and 
modcrate that vanitie wherewithall hee marred, 
and corrupted many rare vertues that were 
in him. The mightier Princes are, fo much the 
more are they watched by that Soucraigne Gouer- 
nour , who knowing the importance of their ac- 
tions to the ruine, or conferuation of their peo- 
ple, flackneth and bendeth their heart and their 
hand according as he thinks fit for our good and his 
glory. There is no body can exprefſe it better then 
the Scripture. The Kings heart is in the hand of 
God. They are his Attorneys and Adminiſtra- 
cours, that hee ſendeth hither with a full and large 
commiſſion , which neucrthelefſe hee can recall 
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or moderate when hee pleafeth , Seeing that this 
diſcourſe hath made mee to light on this exam- 
ple; I will adde another to it, of ayoung French 
Gentleman , who in our daves had cauſed theſe 
words to bee engrauen in a Dagger, 1 ffrike with- 
out reſpe. It happened that dancing a Curranto, 
his Dagger flipt our of the Scabbard , and woun- 
ded him fo fore in the Thigh, that hee was like 
to die vpon it. Iudge you whether this blow did 
not ſpeake to him, and vpbraid him for his teme- 
ritie, Now if wee confider the aiflitions that hap- 
pen to vs, either before wee commit any faulr, 
or after our firſt and lighteſt faults ; wee ſhall 
finde, that God vſeth vs ftill very rneckely and 
kindly. They are commonly bur gentle correCti- 
ons, like vnto thoſe of the Perſians, that whipped 
the Cloathes in ſtcad of thoſe that had done the 
fault, Hee medleth onely with our goods, our 
honours,and fome ſuch ragges: he takes them away 
from vs now and then for a time, as they doe 
Kniues, and Daggers from little children , leaſt 
they ſhould hurt themſelues with them. Thus much 
for the firſt, 

Now for the others that are paſtal hopes ofamend- 
ment,whg fatherly. correction could not turne , & a- 
gainſt who God is conſtrained to ſhew himſelta uſt 
Iudge, andappoint a ſeuere puniſhment; it cannot 
be ſaid , but their calamitie is very good, and very 
profitable. Ifwe confider the perſon of him.that ſen- 
dethit;the vnchangeable Law:of bis eternall Juſtice 
requireth, that whatſoeuer cannot bee amended, bee 
taken away,and cw off fromhis world, It we mm 
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der the generall intereſt of humane ſocietie, it is cer- 
taine it could not ſubſiſt, if the wicked were not cha- 
ſtiſed, and kept vuder for feare o! punihiweat, ſecing 
the loue of vertue is not abl2 to re{traine tem. Thoſe 
that gouerne Townes and Borroughes, thinke neceſ- 
fary for their conferuation , ro puniih Cut purſes 
and priuate Thecues : and you would not haue him 
that ruleth all the world, to chaftife Kings, Princes, 
Common-wealths, and whole Citties, wiole pow- 
cr and authoritie 1s aboue the c1tuill Law , and hath 
nothing ouer it to puniſh it, but diuine Tuſtice:with- 
out whoſe helpe the Euill would ſeize vpon all, and 
ſtrerch its corruption ouer all the parts of the world? 
Now who can diſallow of that which is beneficiall to 
al the world,& complain of it for his priuate intereſt? 
Ve cal that ours, which is common to vs and others 
to0;& a good rhat belongs to all che Vniuerſe,ſhall 
not we call it our Good?Doth it not concerne vs all, 
that diuine Iuſtice ſhould ſhew examples to reach 
men,that there is an All-ſecing eye that indgeth and 
examinethall things , that we may hcare the wicked 
amiddeſt their torments crie out, and giue war- 
ning to all men, 
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To loue Inſtice ana ftill remember God. 


It is a thing too plaine and too eafic to perſwade 
men, that it is needfull the wicked ſhould be puniſh- 
ed., But perhaps it will be harder to perſwade then, 
that the deſerned calamitie , which befats them for 
correction,ts fortheir good and profit. It ſhould be 
indeed the chicteſt deſire of man, not to deſerve pu- 


niſhment 
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niſhment , but having deſ:rucd it, the next is to ac- 
quit je with ſpeed, For that which God ſendeth to 
men in ti315 world t© claſtize them, procecedeth not 
from one that ha*\: a minde to hurt them, bur onel 

ro {tp the curſe of their wickedneſſe,, and by the 
{ame meane> che courſe of their miſerie. For fo 
m.:ch as dtuine Iuſtice, being to appoint the ſeueri- 
tic of correCtion , according to the greatneſſc of of- 
fences; the more ſhee ſhould forbeare the wicked, ſo 
m:1ch the more ſhould ſhe encreaſe the meaſure of 
their torment, Will you ſce how puniſhment is for 
the good of the wicked > Remember thoſe you haue 
ſcenc at publike execution, whieh prayſed the Inſtice 
and the Lawes that cauſed them to die, O how'god- 
ly are thoſz thunders , thateuen ſuch as are firooke 
with them doe worthip! I lay more to you; there 
were ſome ſecnc that had commicted hainous offen- 
ces, were ſotroubled in minde, that after they had 
beene hidden along time,came of their owne accord 
to accuſe and (ſubmit themſelues vnto puniſhment: 
dezming the torment ordained by the lawes , farre 
eaficr tli2n that of their owne conſcience. If there be 
Puiltie men thatreceiuedeath thankefully, ordained 
by ciui!l! lawes for their offences , and finde ſome 
comfort in itzhow much the more are they bound, 
co take patiently the calamitie appointed by diuine 
Iuttice ; which being receiued with an humble and 
meeke {pirit, it they are to liue any longer in this 
world,purifieth their ſoule , and ſetteththeir conlct- 
enceat reſtand.if they die, deliuereth them from c- 
ternall torment? If we haue a rotten limme , we ge 

to the Surgeon; and if we cannot goe,we ſend to in- 
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treate him to come and cutitoff, for feare it ſhould 
inte& and ſpoyle the reſt; and are not we willing that 
our loulc to bee kept from the filth and polluti- 
on , wherewithall-our body ſtaineth it, ſhould bee 
ſtript by that Soueraigne Phyſitian , that commert|1 
of himſelte to vs,and doth nothing but for our good? 

[ perceiue by your countenances, that out of the 
diuine fre of this Diſcourſe, there arifeth a ſmoake 
that makes your eyes to (mart, Ir is in my opiniona 
great incqualirie of proportion , that is ſcene in pu- 
niſhment of the wicked, that lefleneth the credit of 
that which we haue already ſayd concerning Prout- 
dence, For we fee dayly , that amongſt the wicked, 
ſome are puniſhed,and ſome are not : ſome that hau: 
commirted many grieuous. offences endure much 
paine,and others to the contrary, That which I hauc 
fayd heretofore might {uffiſe me to anſwer this obie- 
Ction,to wit, that the will of God is the ſupreame Iu- 
ſtice, that ſithence he will haue it {o, it is well. The 

lame reaſon wherefore he doth all things, requircth 
alſo,that no body ſhould ask him the reaſon + rey 
His countels are deepe, vnſearchable, and bottom- 
lefſe depths; and when our eyes , that hardly can ce 
that which lieth at ourfeete,cannot reach : andne- 
uertheleſſe, if wee will follow his footſteps, we finde it 
lo iuſt, yeaſo tollerable, that itwill giue vs a reaſon 
even of ſuch things, for which it is not bound to 
yeeld any : and ſhall finde his Iuſtice in moſt part of 
the things that torment vs, eucn like vnto him- 
ſelte. And though for a time it hideth it felfe, it 
comes foorth at laſt, and appeares of the ſame co- 
lour in one place as well as in the other : imitating 
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therein divers riucrs that are loſt vnder ground in 
ſome places, bur nenerthelefſe ſpring vp againe, and 
run when they come neere the Sea, 

Firſt, in regard you eſteeme thereare ſome wic- 
ked vitpuniſhed; you are deceined: wickedneſſe and 
puniſhment are twins thatare borne rogether, and 
torſake not one another. The ſharpe and ſtinging re. 
morſe of conſcience, heauy and mournfull ſorrowes, 
bitter repentance are his domeſticall exccutioners, 
that are neuct wanting, Do not thinke them Fables, 
that the parts repreſented by rhe Furies, with fire- 
brands in their hands, comming to terrifie the guil- 
tie. It is a lively picture, expreſſing naturally the paſ- 
ſion indured by the wicked , that are tormented by 
their owne conſcience. Eſtceme not the paines of a 
Vheele, or of Fire, or any other humane torture, 
to approch any wayes vato the crueltie of Furies, 
vexing the minde of the impious, Vhat torment 
could be invented fo great, and that could haue 
racked ſo much that ſame Catalss , which preſented 
the ewes, as his owne conſcience, repreſenting 
vnto him in his dreames , a. great multitude of men 
by him maſſacred ; whoſe dreadtull and bloody 
ſhapes vncouered their wounds , and challenged 
bim for their children , whom hee murthered; for 
their goods that hee ranſacked; and in the ende 
threatned and foretold him horrible calamities. 
Vhat torture doe you thinke it was to He- 
yod to heare night and day the Ghoſts of his 
Wife and Children , that reuiled and vpbray- 
ded him with his crueltie , in _ hee had 


mo barbarouſly and wickedly flaine them ? 
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Wharrichefſe? what magnificence ? what pleaſure 
can cheere vp thoſe that are troubled with ſuch 
thoughts? Isnotall their lite a continuall torture? 
But I grant there be ſome that eſcape thoſe rorgents 
in this world; what nation was there cuet fo barba- 
rous, that made any quieſtion but there was a hell, 
that waited for them after their death , and where 
their paine ſhould bee the more horrible and feare- 
full, that it was put off vnctill that time,to be diſchar- 
gedand acquitted, when as they ſhall be moſt ſenſible 
of it? Their torment doth not beginne in. this life, 
leaſt it ſhould end with lite : ir ſtayeth for them, rill 
they are come to that place,where they ſhall keepe ir 
tor euer. And this may be obſerucd in the wicked, 
whereof alſo they giue rokens enough:for how many 
do we ſce,that ſeemed afore, to line in great tranqui- 
litieand quictnefſe of minde, that approching necre 
theirend, began to deſpaire, and tumble , and toſſe 
ſtrangely vp and downe, foretelling the miſcrics 
that attended them in hell? The wicked then cannot 
flic from the hands of diuine Iuſtice. 
But ſome fay,they are puniſhed too late, and that 
Promdence 1s too blame to forbcare them fo lone: 
for if they were chaſtiſed for the firſt faults, they 
would not commit the ſecond attecwards? Ir is a ve- 
ry eaſtc matter to anſwer this curious obicion, For 
though Prouidence had no other occaſion to beſo 
flow in puniſhing , but to giuc vs an example not to 
be roo haſtie,, when wee are to Iudge of the life of 
men,ſhe had reaſon erough, Would ro God wee 
m1git make good vic of tlic inftrudtion ſhe giue vs 
in this place. Ifſhe that knoweth all, that fearcheth 
the 
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the bottome of our thoughts, proceedeth very flow- 
ly and by degrees to CR z what thoul wee 
oe, we that in rhe cleereſt things can ſee nothing, 
and are commonly deceiued in thoſe wee-eſteeme 
moſt certaine'? If wee rooke as much leafure 
and care to iudge of Prouidence, as Prouidence 
doth to 1udge vs, we ſhould be becter informed then 
we are,and (ſhould finde ſhe doth nothing , but with 
very great iuſtice and wiſedome, Bur ſhe hath yet a- 
nother cuident occaſion of this flowneſle : hee will 
make thoſe that are incorrigible, inexcuſable, and 
take from them all reaſon to ſay , they had no time 
to amend, and giue lcaſure to the flexible and tracta- 
ble to remember themſelues , and come backe to fal- 
uation, There hath beene many men ſeene in the 
world , whoſe firſt offences if God had ſtrictly puni. 
ſhed,he had ſmothered great, yea admirablc vertues, 
that haue ſince flouriſhed in them, The firſt boyling 
heateof Youth, doth ſometimes caſt our the ſcum 
of it, that makes euen old age morepure and mode- 
rate, Wkich the Grecke Poet would fignifie when he 
repreſented Yhſſes, that with a naked ſword in his 7 
hand forced Circe to giue him his companions a- 
aine, and reſtore them to their firſt ſhapes : for hee 
Fych,the rendred them to him againe fairer and pu- 
rer then cuer they were, Meaning to let vs vnder- 
ftand,that when Reaſon, that is fignifiedby the ſword, 
forceth Yoluptuouſneſle, thatis ſignified by Crree, to 
reſtore men to their true nature, amd put them again 
into their firſt perfeftion; they become fairer, then it 
they hadneuer been defiled by jars es ,, And are c- 
uen as ſcoured with the 4 and dregges of the 


world, 
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yorld,wherewith they had bemired themſclues, 
Would you haue another reaſon yet of the ſlow 
executionof Gods iudgements againſt offendours? 
Ir is becauſe his executioners are not alwaiesready, 
He dothnot puniſh the wicked : he forbeareth ſomes. 
times to chaſtiſea tyrant, vntill that a eruell and bold 
murtherer be found, that will vndertake to kill him, 
Sometimes he ſtayeth for a more fitting ſeaſon, to 
haue the more beholdegs of his juſtice, and that the 
example may be the more obſerued, Sometimes hee 
will keepe in-it ſolemnities and ceremonies, to make 
the action more famous : ſo it was his will and plea- 
ſure Ceſar ſhould be ſlain in the Senate houſe, whoſe 
autchoritic he had vſurped ; and before the Statue of 
Pamprixs hisfon in law, whoſe ruinc hedid foambi- 
tiouſly-purſue, So itwas his pleaſure ſmce,Srautes and * 
Caſsias ſhould kill themſelues with the ſame daggers 
wherewith they had killed Ce(#: - 

But aboue all the obieCtions that are made againſt 
Prouidence, the hardeſt and moſt difficult in my 
opinion to anſwer, is this ; that we: ſee often ſome - 
commit the fault,and others to beare the blame and 
puniſhment: and as the verſe of Solox {aith; 


Ofter: for one wicked,God doth deſtroy a tone, 


The father offendeth , and theſonne or the grand- 
cluld are wretched for it, He that ſhall be as curious 
ro ſift and ſearch out the effets of Prouidence to 
defend it , as they dot to- ouerthrow it, this dith- 
cultic ſhall bee verie caſe to reſolue: where they 
argue much injquitic , they ſhall finde much wite- 
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dome and iuſtice.  Forby theſe mcanes God giuet!, 
warning vnto all men, to watch and bee caretull to 
hinder cuill, and puniſh it when itis done ,' for feare 
that if chey ſtay till he taketh ic in hand, hewill taxe 
thoſe that permittedit, as well as thoſe that com. 
mitted it, How mucti doe you thinke,the coſtome 
that was obſerued amongſt the Romanes , to de- 
cimate and tithe euery Legion.; nay, whole Ar- 
mics , did encourage and hearten.good fouldiers 
co fight manfully , and dic rather with honour and 

lorie by the hand of the enemic , then ſhame- 
fully by the hand of ,che Executioner > Who prai- 
ſeth not the law that is in Tarkie , by the which 
the inhabitants of a Towne or Borrough, are 
bound to anfiver for any robberie that is com- 
mitted within their liberties > That maketh them 
ſo carefall and diligent to looketo-it, that there 
is no ſpeech of any. At our comming into the 

World, and inhabiting of Townes and Coun- 
treys , Wee contract a ſecret :ſocietie , and arc 
bound to God one for another. He is the true 
and firſt Lord of the Earth, and of all -it con- 
taincth ; he giueth it vato vs, tocnioy it in com- 
mon: -bur hee ſetteth in the condition; that wee 
bee good men, vpon paine of his high, diſplea- 
ſure if wee bee otherwiſe, Vhy ſhould not wee 
bee liable to the whole of the conditions, where- 

upon hee hath beſtowed ſo many bleflings on vs 2 If 

wee hane dealt with a Merchant of acompany, the 
whole company is anſwerablefor ic : if a rOWne Or 
acorporation oweth vs any thing, wee diſtraine pri- 

uatc mens goods. . 
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If we had called this.often to minde ſince the begin. 
ning of our Broyles,and thatwe had conſidered, wee 
were to beare indifferently the puniſhment tor the 
inſolencies, robberies , and villanies we haue ſeene 
committed,and that wee haue foſtered and maintai- 
ned by our weakneſſe, or to ſpeake freely by our 
flacknefſe , when as we mighteaſily haue ſmothered 
them in their beginning, we had kept our ſelues, or 
I am deceiued , from ja many euils that torment vs; 
and our countrey from the ruine and deſtruction 
whereof it is threatned, But whileſt that cuery one 
hath endeanoured himſelfe to ſaue his owne, the 
publike hath been left and abandoned vnto all them 
that would ranſacke ir. We are now engaged vnder 
its fall,and learne too late the ſaying of Solon to bee 
true; that, There was neuer either Locke,or Bolt that 
could hinder pubike euill from comming” into pri- 
uate houſes. In vaine doth he thinke to ſaue his houſe 
that ſuffereth the State to go to wracke, Ir is true! 
well ſayd : He that betrayeth his countrey, veakdetd 
vp himſelfe. 

Let vs anſwer'a word vnto thoſe that complaine, 
that the children beare the puniſhment of their fa- 
thers ſms. I do not know why they find it {o ſtrange, 
ſeeing that ciuilllawes extend vnto the children, the 
puniſhment of thoſe that are atrainted of high trea- 
ſon. Do.you efteeme the Maieſtic of God lefle then 


that of worldly Kings and Princes? And do not you 
thinke God hath the ſame conſideration which Law- 


makers haue :and defirethto reſtraine the wicked by 
the feare of ſuch things as can mooue them ſooneſt? 
SOME One cannot be ſtayed backe by his owneeuil, 
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that is kept in by that which is propoſed to his chil. 
dren. We are farre more afflicted with their miſerie, 
then with our owne, How can that fatherly charitie 
of the father towards his children be better beſtowed 
then to binde him more ſtriQtly vnto the obedience 
of the {eruice of God;8& conjure him by the good & 
fortune of his poſteritie, not to moue him to anger? 
Now ſithence all the affli&tions wee endure come 
from the hand of Prouidencezthe happen to vs iuſt- 
ly, they happen to vs whale , though often- 
times we doe not apprehend the cauſe, 8 f oreſeenor 
the end, Neuerthelefle, weare bound to ſubmit our 
ſclues gently to itz and honour by our patience, and 
humble filence., this holy judgement that hath or- 
dained ito. 

For as in the ſacrifices of Eles/iwe;as re ports Clemens 
Alex.the Nouices,and ſuch as were initiated,lay all a 
longvpon the ground till the ſeruice was ended:euen 
| ſo inthis great Temple of the werld,during the ſacri- 
fice,we are bound to doe perpetually vnto cternall 
wiſedome, in the contemplatien of his workes : wee 
haue no countenance that is ſo comely as humilitic, 
the cognilance of his greatneſſe and our baſeneſle; 
ofhis might and power, & of our infirmitie & weak- 
neſſe; of his wiſedome and our temerie; of his good- 
nefſe, and of our peruerfitie. Let vs obey then his or- 
dinance,whethcr our Citty,for her old age and fraile 
feebleneſſe be to fall downe on the ground , and 0- 
bey the common law of created things : whether 
that by the reuolution and viciffitude of humane af- 
faires, the bonour and magnificence ſhe hath enioy- 
ed ſo long, bce to paſle into another place, and bee 
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transferred elſe-where : whicher the end of all ages 
doth approach, and that the-common ruine that is 
ro oucr-whelme all the -parts of rhe<carth doth ſhake 
vs firſt, and beginne by vs, what ſhe 1s to ſpread o- 
ner all : or whether (and this is it which 1 feare moſt) 
that God will punith all at once, fo many treaſons, 
falſhoods, murthers, poyſonings, adulteries, inceſts, 
blaſphemies, and hypocrifies , that our Cittie hath 
hatched a while ſince, and ſpecially within this 
thirtie yeares : Let vs ſubmit-our ſelues to his will; 
[et vs follow cheerefully ſo wiſe a Captaine , and 
that loueth vs ſo much. If he leadeth vs to blowes, 
he leadeth vs to glorie : if- it bee onely by wounds, 
they ſhall be honourable : if by death, at ſhall bee 
happy , ſothat we vndergoe it in his fervice. 'Ler 
vs therefore embrace conſtancie, and let vs ſtand 
ypright on the ſteppes of our dutie, making head 
ſtill againſt aduerſitie. Our ouerthrow ſhall bee 
Our victorie, the blowes that ſhall light vpon vs, 
ſhall ſettle and ſtrengthen vs the more ; wee-ſhall 
wearie and aſtoniſh the ciui!l by our confidence, 
like vnto that moſt renowned Callewachas , in the 
batrell of Xerathor ; which being ſhot through 
with an infinite number of Arrowes, ſtood vp- 
right, ſuſtained, and vpheld'by the fame Darts 
which had;killed him : and euen ftarke dead frighte 
the Barbarians, that deemed him imm , n 
regard ſo many blowes and hurts could not make 
him fall. 

"The afflitions that are borne conſtantly , and 
with the counterpoyſe of reaſon, doe maintaine vs 
Izaight and ſtrong : and whereas without them, «7 
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ſhould bow too-much to-the earth, they ſer vs vp 
againe, and lift vs vp to heanen. For wee haue no- 
thing that giucth vs ſo ſure a teſtimonie of the in- 
mortalitic of our foules, and a glance more cuident- 
ly of the hope of eternall life, then the courage 
that is infuſed into vs by conſtancic ; which exhor- 
ting vs to brave and generous ations, and vnto 
patience, ſeemeth forthwith to propoſe vnto vs the 
reward, and giue vs a ſecret feeling of the place, 
where we ought-to expett it, Which is not 1n this 
wretched and mortall world, wherein all is full 
ot miſerie and pouertie : and wherein (as the 
Grecke Poet faith) Calamitie walketh continual- 
ly oner mens heads. Burt abouc in heauen in a per- 
manent Cittie, that is the true and naturall dwel 
ling place of the ſoule, and the harbour , where af- 
ter the raging waues and ſtormes of this world ſhe 
is to enter, and reſt eternally, full of ioy, pleaſure, 
and contentment , ſuch as may affoord her the in- 
finitely happy obic&, and the bleſſed fruition of all 
beauties and bounties, drawne out of their firſt and 
pureſt Originall. 

There ended Orphess his Diſcourſe : but _—_ 
he held his peace', we hearkned to him till, think- 
ing that our ſilence ſhould inuite him to conti- 
nue; for we could not forgoe the great defire wee 
had to heare him. Hee roſe firſt, and wee after, 
ſore againſtour will. 

Then Muſes: ſaid; Texpetted, when you began 
to touch this laſt conſolation, of the hope we ought 
to haue in the life ro come , that you would rehearſe 
vnto vs ſome thing , out of the Diſcourke war 
nnd —O iegay | recnbn— mae iP 
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heard yourell in times paſt , tharthat godly ancient 
man,who held the firſt place in our Senate of Prance, 
in whoſe behaujour ſhined French loyaltie and fin. 
ceritic, ſadeerely bcloued and honoured of vs all, 
vicd ynto them that viſited him the day before hee 
deceaſed. It is almoſt eight yeeres ſince he dyed, and 
the good fortune of Frexce with him, I tookeſo great 
pleaſure in that litcle which you told vs then, that 
I haue been deſirous to entreate you , to rehearle it 
vnto me all ouer, ] told you,anſwered he, as much as 
as I knew of it, for I came bur at the end of his dil- 
courſe , but here is Lizss, that was all that day long 
withhim, who can fatisfie your deſire, It is worthy of 


another aftemoones diſcourſe , keepe it till ro mor- 
row, 
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KNIGHT, 
SAD Ertne is an obieft that every man 
s\ CADA: look | 
$\ CLI lookes por and admires: whence it 


FAC comes, that theſe which are endowed 
KPH with it, are moſt ſought after by all 
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[BIEN manner of people, as being the maine 
".-" 37 pillars of cimill life and humane ſc 
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titie. which onety occaſion enduced me 18 lender wnto 
Jour — this 11le Pamipblet, as to one Von whom 
Nature hath prodigally veſlewed many rare gifts, which 
with a ſparing hand ſþe keepes from ater men, wherein 
if I may be ſo happie as to get your approbatien, and that 
10u will bepleaſed to receiue it with your accuſtomed hu« 
wenitie and comriefie , it will ebliege me tocontings ail 


my life tre, as 1am, 


$0) Vii Reo 
Iz =: 


your humble ſervant 


ANDREVY COVRT. 
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_ wer O28 Haic heretofore held no better 
pf P Wa then an old wines Tale that which 
ll, ©] Hemer writeth, of theſc thatſaileto 
C1 *% wards the Lotophages, that they are 
z I ſo take with the Lotexthat isa plea- 
nn 4. 20S fant & delicious fruir,that they care 
no more for their countrey,and loſe the defire to re- 
turne vnto it, But _— vponita while agoe, I 
began to coniecture,that the Authour by this Fable 
would, as by myſteric of ancient wiſedome , giue to 
vnderſtand , that the Phyloſophers which dwelt in 
thoſe parts, entertained men that came thither, with 
ſuch fweete and plcalant diſcourſes, that they cauſed 
them to forger their proper and particular affedi- 
ons, by the cantemplation of diuine and celeftiall 
things. Which I iudged by cxamplecaſie to be per- 
formed:for I haue found my mind ſoallured,and ea- 
ſed by the two laſt afternoones , that I had no other 
care nor defire , but to entertaine thoſe honeſt men, 
and enioy at full their ſweete company and delight- 
ful es.! vow to you,after I had heard them, 
me thought my Fortune was altered , and euen as 


Cencews ofa Girle was turned to a boy; fo of faint- 
@WSg hearted, 
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hearted L was become conſtant and conragions , and 
of miſerable almoſt happy. So powerfull is an elo- 
quent difcourſe', with good reaſons , to change our 
opinions,and with our opinions, our paſſions, I be- 
lecue that cuenas in Muſicke, thoſe that ſing haue as 
much,or more pleaſure, then thoſe thathearken vnto 
it : {o theſe wile men receiued as much contentment 
by this conference, as my ſelfer for-they came all 2- 
gains thenext Cay, cuen before the houre; ſo that v- 
{1mg no ceremonies,” weplaced our (clues as we were 
betore. Then quoth I to Linas, Orphens engaged you 
yelicrday to rehearſe vnto vs* now the la(t words 
that were vttered by. that famous man , whom wee 
loucd ſo much duringhis life, and bemoaned after 
his death , vnto his friends before his deceaſe, 1 fee 
that youare diſpoſed to doc it; but me thinkes you 
ſhould eſcape at roo eaſica rate if you affoorded this 
company nothing but your memorie alone; Wee 
deſcrue tor the friendſhips fake , wherewithall you 
are pleaſed tro honour vs, that you beſtow vpon vs 
ſomething of your owne invention, Tr is true in- 
d:ece, that the diſcourſe which Oyphens hath promi- 
{cd wee ſhould hauefrom you , is afaire pecce, that 
might bee verie fitly toyned vnto that he rold vs of 
Providence, Nevertheleſle, ſceing I am here, like 
a ſicke man among Phyſitians, beare a little with 
mee in this; and before you rike this matter in 
hand , I pray you let mee haue your opinion in 
{ome things, that are come into my minde fince 
I heard Orpheus, and then you ſhall goe on with 


thatas it ſhall pleaſe you, which we defired of you 
yelterday, 


The 


ed 


The diſcourſe that you bring is ſo faire , that I af. 
ſure my ſclfe , It willbe fit for any place where you 
will apply it ; and perhaps you ſhall finde ic will 
ſcruc toreloJue the queſtion I means to propound 
now vnto you. Iam forced indeed to confefe, that 
fat wiſe Prouidence gouemethallin this worl ';-hat 
Irom her ordinance proccede happy and vnhappy e- 
vents of affaires, and that there falleth out nothing 
but juſtly,cucn in the conreffion of States,and ruine 
of Cittics and Kingdomes, But on the other ſide , it 
ſcemes vnto me from thence one might inferre , that 
ſecing we cannot hinder , or ftop any thing that is 
ordained aboue, .in vaine doe wee ſtriue againſt the 
ſtreame : and when wee ſce our State tottering , it 
is in vaine wee offer to proppe itvp, itis in vaine 
we endeauaor our ſclues to reſi't them that vndermine 
the foundations of it, it is in vaine that wee 
are troubled to know what ſide wee ſhould fol- 
low. Is it not the. ſfureſt and wiſeſt ro take r'1c 
partic of Deſtinic, and follow Pcouidencs , when 
wee know her inclination? or hawſocuer,. were it 
not better for vs to lic ſtill and reſt, then to 
rowle this ſtone ouer and ouer againe, thar' will 
fall at laſt doe what we can. I haue ſcene certain- 
ly the wiſeſt of our age much troubled abour ir, 
ſecing the 1uſter Cn by the ſtronger par- 
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tic, Some haue with an vndanted courage, 
withſtood whatſocuer ſeemed. iniuſt vnto them, 
and cuen_ as of purpoſe wrought their owne ruine 
by it, Some others like vnto. Marriners hauc 
tacked about, when they could not go ſtraight 
forward z and going aide, auoyded the dangers 
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which they-rhought imp to ſhun without : 


oflible 
(hipwracke, 

I would deſire to know of you , which of the two 
we ought rather to imirate:and if we ſce the ſtriving 
of Vertue againſt Violence, to proue vnprofitable 
ts the publike,and hurtſull to our ſelues;zwherher wee 
ought to forſake all publike a&tions , and withdraw 


vs wholly trom buſinefſe z or wherher Vertue ought 


cuen amidft the pou ſtormes keep on her courſe, 


and rather ſuffer her {cite ro bee ouerwhelmed then 
to goe backe; or whether there bee euer a a middle 
path berweenean obſtinate auſtericie, and a ſhame- 
full ſeruitude, by the which an innocent prudence 
may bee ſaued harmeleſſe from theſe ciuill broyles, 
and craged clifftes , wherewith we are on all ſides en- 
uironed, To the end that doing rhe Common- 
wealth ſcruiceas farre as we arcable,we may paſle a- 
way this mortal life, waiting for the houre wherein 
we ſhall be called to the next thatais immorrall. As 
I ſee,quoth Zixss,ir will be in this, as it is in Princes 
feaſts ; thoſe that entertaine firſt , doe it beſt cheape; 
checharge and magnificence is cuer greater for the 
aſt.Bur fince you comeas vnbidden gueſts,and that 
youtake me vaprouided, I ſhall giue you but courfe 
Fare,which Iwould nordoe at all, were it notrarher 
tO giue youſatisfaftion and entertainment, rhen for 
= hope I haue to handle worthily fo rroubleſome 
aſ{ubic, being no manner of wayes prepared for it, 
I have beene in the like opinion Of heretofore, 
as you are now ; and it ſeemed wiſer and {:' *.. me 
in the beginning ro yeeld vnto Violence , and giue 
way,as you fay,to Deſtinic, Becauſe it is labour loft 


ro 
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co be vexed for athing you 
hope onely that giueth lite and heart to our trauell. 


He were not onely a foole, but worſt then mad.that 


ſhould hope to preuaile againſt Prouidence. But as 
itfals 0:4t commonly , that thoſe obies wee ſee a 
farre off, appeare otherwiſe then they are when wee 
comeneere : euen fo ſearching narrowly into this 
propoſition, which at the firſt ight ſeemed wile vnto 
me, yea,godly &religious;I found it vnaduiſed , nay 
impious,8 perceiued it was nothing elſe but a taint« 
heartedneſle, that ſeeketh to withdraw vs from the 
Sunne, and labour to ſet vs in the ſhaddow and at 
reſt, hich ſhe doth with ſuch pretences,as are caſic 
to be diſcouered by any one that will boldly draw 
the Curtaine,and behold the plaine and truth. 
Why ſhould wee ſay , wee ought to bee idle inthe 
time of publike calamitie, leſt wee ſhould oppoſe 
our ſelues againſt Prouidence and Deſtinie > There 
is a Prouidence; it is true : there is a Deftiniez I 
belecuec it, and we cannot hinder their effe&ts. But 
I pray you , how doe we know what Prouidence is 
minded to doe > How can wee gueſle atthe inrent 
of her counſels > By how much fhee is certaine and 

vnchangeable in her will ; by ſo muchare wee va- 

certaine and ignorant what 1s her will. God hath 

couered Time to come witha thicke cloud, that can- 
not bee pierced with the eyes of our weake vnder- 

ſtanding: Wilely indeede ; and happily tor vs. For 
if man had beene (ure of the good fortunes that arc 

to befaio1.z2 it would haue made him fo vnquier, 

and he would haue carried ſo high a minde, that hec 


could not haue beene " within the nm" 
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his obedience. And on the other ſide , the certainric: 
of futureeuils, would hane driuen him into ſuch a- 
perplexitie, and broughthim downe fo low, that hee 
could not haue beene cheered vp by any meancs pol- 
ſible. : 

$ceing then thatfuturo things arc ſo vncertaine, 
and that our hopes and feares beguile vs alike ; what 
aſſurance can wee take to reſolue our ſelues , for 
feare of time to come, to forſake our preſent du: 
tic? God is reſolued , will wee fay , to ruine our 
Towne, wee ſee many fignes,of ic, There 1s a 
number of ambitious and wicked men, that turne 
vplide downe all Order, Lawes , and politickc 
Gouernment ; I will let them alone, for I cannor 
withſtand them. O faint and cowardly ſpeech! who 
made you-ſo wile in a little time, and acquainted 
you with Gods counſels to vnderſtand his defignes? 
Hath not the vncertaintie of humane things taught 
vs yet, how thoſe wee eſtceme ſureſt, are ſooneſt 
ouerthrowne; and thoſe wee thinke ready to fall, 
arc ſet vp againe, and ſtrengthened-on a ſodaine? 
And though we were ſure that we were notable to 
ſaue our countrey , ſhould: wee forſake it for all 
that? Vee doe not forſfake- thoſe that are firicken 
with incurable difeaſes, It is no ſmall ſmatter, in 
my opinion, to make death gentle and cafic to them 
which cannot: auoyde it, and giue them.lenitiuc 
remedies, when others can doe no good. There 
is akindeof comelineſſe in dying handlomely, and 
they cſteeme it a friendly office to cloſe vp their 
friends eyes, and lay all the parts of their bodic 
in a decent and orderly poſture at rheir death. 


Though 


/ "j - oY 


Though wee were not able to dae- a 
And farre lefſe ought wee 'toforſake it in great com. 
motions,ſeditions,and.publike calamnities; the mals 
dy can neuer bee ſo deſperate that wee ought to de- 
ſpaire of recouery.But the difficulteſt thing to be re. 
{ ued on in ſucha-caſc,is, whether we be bound ne. 
ceſſarily to take the betterand iuſter partie, and fol. 
low it;or keepe our ſclues quiet in that wherein wee 
are engaged,expeCting opportunitic of working the 
reconciliation of both ; and. bring thoſe that hane 


ſtrayed from their durie, to the acknowledgement of 


their fault. For ic is nota queſtionto be asked; whe. 
ther wee ought to further and helpe the partic wee 
know to be vniuſt, but onely by thoſe thats haue nei- 
ther Vertue nor Conſcience. The Law of Solon ſeems 
vnto me very prudent and wiſe; which ordained, that 
in ciuill diutfions every one ſhould preſently chuſe 
his ſide; becauſe of ewo faQions,the one being ſtill in 
the wrong , and that offers iniury to the other : the 


ſubic& is inexcuſable, that forſakerh the partyjofthe 
lawes and publike welfare, to becomea ſpeQatour of 


the cuine of his countrey. 

But mace thinkes that ſhould bee vnderſtood of 
the beginning of troubles, which are caſie to bee ap- 
peaſedartheir firſt birth. Now if the Prince, or he 
that gouerneth vnder his authoritie , ſuffereth this 
venome of ſeditionto ranckle ſo farre; that the fac- 
tion becomes ſo powerfull , that itſeizeth vpon the 
State or Cittie we are in; and that going foorth 
wee can doe no other - but onelygiueateſii- 
mony of our good will to the Prince,or the publike. 
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ſhould not we yeeld this laſt office "Y ourcomn tx | 
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I thinke in fuch'acaſe, there are many reaſons can 


excuſe vs for ſtaying behind, though we ſhould deem 


the faction vniult that gouerneth. The firſt is Neceſ- 
fitie, when we are kept in by force ;.for that hath no 
Law. The ſecond is a common Law ofthe affaires of 
the world, that wiſheth vs to yeeld vnto force when 
itis once eſtabliſhed. As Yertue commandeth vs to 
wiſh for good things : fo it giveth vs counſell to 
beare thoſe which happen againſt our will, and euen 
abate ſome thing of the loue we owe to the State, & 
of our dutie tothe Lawes , leſt we ſhould raſhly caſt 
away our fclues., And Who: can thinke this ſtrange, 
ſince that ſeuere and incorruptible Cats iudged, it 
ſhould be ſo;zwhen as departing from Siracs/e to goe 
to Pompey, he wiſhed the Sci{lzaxs to be obedient to 
Caſar, who had made himſcite maifter of 1#«lze. 
The third;when our goods and meanes are in the 
place of our abode, and that going forth,we ſhould 
fall into.an extreme pouerty, For though pouerty is 
nota ſuffcient excuſe to cauſe vs to-commit an ll 
deed :yerthe feare of it ought to excuſe vs in ſome 
kinde, if wee doe not performe whatſoever the ri- 
gour of the Law can expect at our hands, And 

pecially in this ſeaſon, where good men can get 
neither reliefe nor fauour, butfrom their purſe : and 
wherein pouertie , and thoſe thatare moleſted with 
that diſcaſe, are ſhunned ofall the world , as if they 
were infeQted with the plague. But the moſt lawfull 
exculc in ſuch accidents, is for thoſe which find the- 
ſelues tied & bound neere to their old or fickely pa- 
rents,or neere vnto a wife,and a number of children. 
Pictic , and naturall affection releaſeth vs of many 


things 


* things againſt che rigoux of the Law. 

And though the Lawdaithz That for the quarrel! 
of our Countrey, we muſt ſpare neither Parents nor 
Children, and that it ſcemes it would purpoſely in- 
fringe the right of Natare ; yetic muſt be vnder- 
ſtood, when as forſaking rh that we are neerely 
bound vnto by Charitic; we may doe ſome ſeruice 
and performe ſome thing thac counteruaileth PA 
= vnto publike pictic, as it offendeth the Dome- 
ſticall, 

Theſe conſiderations haue kept, as you ſee, a- 
monegſt vs many honeſt men, thar are fore grieued 
to ſee this miſerable confuſion ;and which had wiſh- 
ed rather then any thing in the world, to: haue beene 
out of it, if they had though the'publike would 
haue reaped any commoditie thereby: But theydee- 
med it not fitting for themto fortake their friends, 
vnto whom their preſence was very neceſfaric heere, 
to goe and bee chargeable to the Prince that called 
them away.. .Now being imbarked in this ſhip, as 
ſome of ys are, bearing publike offices-to their great 
miſchicfe, we haue becne forced (to fpeake truly ) to 
difſemble, and ler paſſe many pitrifull things againft 
the Lawes of the State, and the dutic of our places. 
I have often reaſoned with my ſelfe, whether wee 
ought not vponſuch occaſions, to withſtand the e- 
uill with an vndaunted courage , and euen in teopar- 
die of our lives, plead the cauſe of Iuſtice. After I 
had feene ſome toyndoe themſelues by it zI found 
truct he ſaying of an Ancient, That Prudence is che 
beginning ofall Vertues , thatſhe ought to goe be- 
tore as an Vſher , and make way for the others : and 
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where ſhee is wanting, theyareno better then blind, 
and the more they baſten and endeauour them- 


* ſclues, fo much the ſooner doethey ſtumble , and 


hurt not onely themſelues , but thoſe alſo they 
fall vpon. Therefore whatſocuer wee vndertake, 
after wee haue conſidered, whether the end of 
it bee 1uſt and Jawfull; -wee muſt examine what 
meanes weehaue to bring it to paſſe, and not vn- 
docourſclues to-no-purpoſle, And when we haue 
not the meanes to performe whatſocuer the publike 
welfare dothexpeR at our hands, ſtrive induſtrioul- 
ly todo the beſt we can, 

Now I belecue that in this pitrifull caſe wherein 
wee are fallen, good men could doe no more to 
acquit themſelues of their dutic -: bur diuert b 
gentle and faire meanes, -many cruell and dan- 
gerous practiſes, andj retard and flacken cun- 
ningly the courſe of Violence, which they could 
notaltogether ftop. For as thoſe which haue giuen 
ouer themſelucs vato Nouelties, and proftituted 
their wits-to ſerue other mens paſſions, arciinex- 
culable before God and men : So 1 doe not aC- 
comprt them worthy of praiſe, who ſeeing Force 
and Violence fetled , haue beene vndone by their 
.owne ſeeking. Into what caſe ſocuer our coun- 
trey falleth, it auayleth much there ſhould bee 


vertuous men, who ſo preſerue their reputation as 
uot to beeſteamed aucrſe from the common peo- 


ple,to the end that occaſions being offered to inc 
good counſell, they may performe it: and witha 
gracious and dreadlefſle hand ſearch and heale the 
wounds of ciuill diſſentians, Sometimes a Caſtle 
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chat holdeth. out, affoordeth ſmeanes to recouer'a. 
whole Prouince : anq a wiſe and diſcreet Citizen 
maintaining his credite in his Cittie, may often 
occa{ion the common tranquilitie, For, as health is 
reſtored to aſicke body by the.meanes of his founnd 
parts ,. which keepe whole and found the prinCi- 
ples of life: euenſo ina.towne, Peace and Concord 
is reeſtabliſhed by the modeſt, and imparrtiall car. 
riage of a good Cittizen, Ir is incredible how 
many admirable and wholcſome cffeQs the very 
aſpets of thoſe which had the name to bee iult 
and honeſt, and louing the publike good, haue 
brought foorth among people z. bur it muſt be in 
a fit occaſion.. It Time that-ſeaſoneth Councels. 
There is a certaine moment in buſinefſe , which 
if you take not opportunely , all.the labours you 
beſtow about them are in vaine. VWhich is ob- 
| ſerued ſpecially.in them, that haue themanaging 

of the Piries of people in commotion. Marcus 
Aurelius the Phyloſopher , faith", in a place of the 
booke ill. intituled, His life; that bad opinions 
are impoſtumes in.the minde of man, . If they be 
impoſtumes , wee muſt of neceſſitic- let them ri- 
pen before we open them:otherwiſe the Yron wil 
cauſe an imflammation, and in ſtead of curing 
the maladie by. the cutting , weſhall inflame ir. 
We mult ſpeake the truth ; A multitude of people 
is a ſtrange beaſt : it is a. hazardous Trade to 
vndertake to rule them after they haue once ſha- 
ken of the: Yoake of the Lawes ; and taken 
vpon them the cuſtome of libertie , or rather 
licentiouſneſſe, . Thoſe that hauc >” 
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of it, will eſtceme>nothing the leſle of their goods, 
to ſhun ſuch an inconfiderate madneſle, But there be 
certaine things in the world , that are learned one] 
by experience , which jsa deere and dangerous M1- 
ſtreſle. Therforc,he that vp neceſſitie, or throughan 
honeſt intent of ſuccouring his countrey , ſhall {uffer 
himſelte to be engaged in an vnlawfull faction ; can 
_— more but watch and obſerue all occaftons , to 
diſpoſe the wils of his fellow Cirtizens,to know their 
owne good, and deſire it, Which he may cafily do, 
if he bchaueth bimſelte moderately, and ſheweth hee 
ſceketh for nothing elle but their profit,making their 
minds capable of reaſon by faire words ; and bring- 
ing them backe by diſcourſe , to that which is right 
and iuſt, Vherein he muſt immitate wine , which in 
the beginning by a daintie and delicious taſte,allu- 
reth men to drinke it; then being mingled with their 
blood , heateth by little and little. all-their bo- 
dy, and {o it intoxicateth and ouercommeth them. 
For ina word,you muſt belceue,that all great affairs 
arencuer brought troa good end, otherwiſe then b 
_ gentleneſle and paticnce, © VVhereof Nature Sch 
vsafaire inſtruftion,producinz all things, how great 
andexcellent focuer they be,by an inſenſible motion. 
And this muſt hee praGtiſe ſpecially towards thoſe, 
- thatare in greater credit and authoritic;becauſe they 
are as publike fountaines , from whence are drawne 
the counſels that loſe or fauc States; the good opini- 
on they conceiue of it, is ſoone ſpread ouer all the o- 
thers.It auaileth much alſo , when it is vſed towards 
thoſc that ſpeake ordinarily tothe people, becauſc 
they are the Lymbecke pipes thrqugh which are 
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poſſefſed . which induce them afterwards to good, 
or bad ations, | 
But two things haue hindered good men from 
comming neere,and hauing accefſe vnto them. The 
firſt,that being new and raw men,and experienced in 
affaires , they were [ed and carryed away by the opi- 
nions/of thoſe thar had preuented them: & fed com- 
monly vpon vaine hopes , whereon they buile Ca. 
files in the Aire. The other, thatis falne out with 
the, as they (ay ordinarily; that thoſe that erre by art, 
erre moſt dangerouſly; for they erre moſt-obſti- 
nately', and defend themſclues with Science a- 
gainſt Reaſon. They endcauoured to bring poli- 
ticke gouernement, which confiſterh in a particu- 
lar prudence , vnder gencrall rules, and make an v- 
niuerſall Science of it. And fo applying the rules, 
where they ſhould haue applyed their exceptions, 
they peruerted the iudgement of all things, It was 
good ſport to heare them calke, they did iuſt like 
vnto bad Mathematicians , who ſuppoſing a right 
angle, or ſome Geometricall fgurz, to bee other- 
wiſe then in truth it is, make chercupon ſeeming de- 
monftrations of things that are not, and'camnot bee 
atall. For after you haue once granted in arguing 
anything that is falſc, ; inferre from it ſtrange 
abſurdities The forme. of arguing of this Time 
hath becne thus; Such a thing auaileth for che con- 
ſcruation of Religion ; therefore it muſt bee done. 
Now the firſt part of the argument which was ſub- 
ic to bedenycd and prooued , and moft common- 
ly was not, onely PROnAnts but apparantly falſe, 
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diſtilled the affeQtions \ Wherewichall the vulgar are 
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was-euer held for moſt certaine; nay, ſometimes 
made an Article of faith. The propoſitions that 
were mooued, were of ſuch a kinde, as ought to 
haue beene examined with great and mature iudge- 
ment , by the example of the effeAs brought foorth 
by like affaires, and wherein they ſhould haue confi- | 
red the times,moments., diſpoſitions of men, and a 
thouſand other circumſtances. 

Neuertheleſle, thoſe that had neither the expe- 
rience of things paſt, nor the knowledge of rhe pre- 
ſent, have taken vpon them the authoririe ro iudge 
of them. Ynto all the inconueniences that were ſet 
foorth vnto them , vntoall the ill ſucceſſes that were 
foretold them ſhould happen.of their wrath and 
headie counſels ; they bad no other anſwer , but 
that God would prouide for it. As if God had been 
ſct aboue onely to ſecond their paſſions, and frame 
the reſt of the World to their defignes ; and not 
they placed here to obſerue the will of God by the 
diſpoſition of things, and ifſue of affaires, to apply 
themſclues thereto , and atraine vnto their end; or 
come as neere as they could by cffcuall and ordi- 
nary meanes. As Gone as they percejued' a way 
ſomewhat long and tedious , they made theryſclues 
wings of waxe, andflew in the Aire, toreachvnto 
the place where Feare:and Defire drew them. And it 
accordingly happened , that their wings melted in 
the Suane, and they are falne ; and falling, haue pul- 
led after them their fellow-Cittizens into a Sea of 
woe and miſerie, 

E would not indeed taxe the intent of all,in regard 
I haue knowne ſome amongſt them , that were car- 


ried 


riedaway with the zeale of their Religion; Bat'T 
doubt, whether before God, their meaning ſhall 
ſcrue them for a lawfull excuſe, to haue vnderta- 


ken fo important a charge, whereof they were in- 
capable. For if ciuill La <4 


c 
awes condemne one that 
takerh vpon hima Trade hee vnderftandsnot, and 
make him anſwer forall the hure is done by his vn- 
Skiltulnefſe ; ſhall nor thoſe who cuen as by force, 
haue vndertaken the Gouernment, and by their 
fault caſt vs into ſo many dangers, bee anſwerable 
for ſo many Deathes , Burnings , Pillages , Rauiſh- 
ments , ſo many Sacriledges , ſo many Blaſphe- 
mites that proceeded from their bad and giddy 
counſels, I beſcech God to forgiue them for it: 
bue they are the cauſe of many euils and miſchicfes, 
and giue vs iuſt occaſion to ſpeake of our State , as 
an Ancient did of his ; The Commonwealth was 
loſtrather by the remedics that were applyed vnto 
her, then by her Maladie; But what? You wil 
ſay; Did good men hold their peace then? why 
did they not ſtoutly declare their opinion for the 
good of the Commonwealth > Why did not they 
withſiand all thoſe idleq trickes > Alas there arc 
none troubled in ſuch things, but thoſe that arc 
ingaged in them. Oftentimes ſecing this miſerable 
gouernment, and the perplexitie good men were 
in; I called to minde a Hiſtoric , that happened in 
our dayes.in this Citrie. | 

It fell outin an honeſt houſe , that an Ape which 
was kept for ſport , wentand rookea little child our 
of the Cradle, and carryed it to the top of the 


houſe: as ſooneas it was ſpyed , thefarher and mo- 
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therrandllartwred; weeping, and not knowing whar 
todoe;' for if theyhad cryed out, and ran atter the 
Ape ,"itwoule hane letthe child fall downe, which 
had. certainly broke- his. necke. They ftood till 
thenwithout cuera word , looking pittifully a)l in 
teares, and quaking. for feare what ſhould bee the 
end of it. It-happened, and it was a great gift of | 
God, thatthe Ape came downe againe foftly, and 
brought the child ro the ſame place where it had 
raken it. 

Vee haue beene, and are ftill frighted in the like 
manner , and haue ſeene, and fre yer our Retigion, 
and our poore State in the hands-of ſtrange men, 
and wonderfully raſhand heedlefle, which play with 
thers, and hold them vphanging in the Aire art their 
fingers end, ready to hurle them downe vpon the 
| Gull occaſion of amazement. Would to God art 
leaſt, but I dare not hopefor it, they would doe 
withvs, as the Ape-did withithe child , and ſet vs 
in the ſame place againe where they tooke vs firſt vp. 
I thinke certainely- good men may very well be ox- 
cuſed, if ſeeing ſnch deere gages in their hands, and 
the downe right pitch where they had carricd them, 
they looked vpon them a while, and ſaid nothing. 

The firſt fault was committed by ſuch as ſuffered 
them to:ſcize aud take hold on the State, The ſecond 
which is imputed to vs, was but the neceffary conſe- 
qnence of the other , as muchto be excuſed, as the 
firſt is ro be blamed, Not that I would thereby de- 
fend thoſe, which in the ſtrength of the euill, even 
through ouer-much feare,did euecr leane on that ſide 
where they faw Force and Viokence preuaile ; for 


they 
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they are partly cauſe, that our Euils, are, growne-in- 
curable; and may, with good reaſon, be compared 
ro recling Burthens in a Shippe, which rowling ſtill 
on that fide the Shippe leancth co, when a Storme 
comes, cauſe her to bee ouer-turned. There is a 
meane berweene too much, and too little ; there is 
difference betweene bending and breaking, As you 
may doe amifſe through obſtinacie, and __. 
ſome ſeueritie;z ſo you may dangerouſly offend by 
oucr-much flacknefe, and conniuence , and by a 
kinde of ferching a Wind-leſle about, whereby you 
forfake altogether Iuftice,vnder colour of following 
Prudence, And to ſpeake freely to you, I haue ſeene 
; Very many , that cat themſelues away out of that 
Window; and going abour ſtill, found themſclues 
in the end as farre from the dutic of a good Citizen, 
as thoſe that ranne all at once into the miſchiefe; and 
are fallen as low, ſteppe by ſteppe, as the others that 
leaped with a full carriere into confuſion, Ir isv 
dangerous for them, which haue not the ſtrength and 
Skill ro ſtay themſelues when they liſt, to venture 
downe a ſteepe Hill: it is needtull, that choſe which 
forſake the High-way , beraking themſclues to by- 
Lanes,ſhould know the Countrey well, otherwiſe 
they may be bewildered very calily. 

Neuerthelefle, becauſe this Prudence, that: yeel- 
deth gently vato that which ſhee cannot ouercome, 
may ferue in many ſuch chances, as thoſe that are bc- 
fallen vs,when ſhee is ved with-iudgement,and mo- 
deration, I will tell you what bounds I would ſer her, 
Firſt, neuer to diſſemble- in the beginning. of Gam- 


motions, nor conſent to any thing vryuſt, or gp 
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the Lawes, bow lictle ſocuer i might be. Contra- 


1.wiſc , I would withſtand, euen | r— force, as 


long as it were poflible,as long as the chance is com- 
—_ and that there is 1. likelyhood, that by 
venturing, Reaſon may haue the vpper hand. Ir is a 
great crrour wherewith many men are beſorted, ts 
- thinke , that one muſt venture nothing in-a State, 
Often, for not hazarding while wee are ſtrong, wee 

are brought to that puſh , wee muſt hazard when 
wee are weake;zand make that afterwards very doubt- 
tull, which was bur a lictle hazardous in the begin- 
ning. Fortune (if wee may ſpeake fo) will not haue 
vs thinke,wee can ſettle all things by Prudencezthere 
are many things where ſhee will haue a ſhare, and 
haue the thankes of the ifſue to be due vnto her. But 
the chicteſt thing, is to haue the right on your{ide : 
Which being done,with all the conſiderations and 
aduantages that may be taken, pur it roa tryall, and 
commit. all vnto the: Soueraigne Power of God, 
which giues ſuch iſſue ro affaires as hee pleaſerh, If 
things are fo farre gone, and ſtand vpon fo bad 
rermes, that Violence ouerthroweth the Lawes,and 
- Force carryeth it away from Iuſtice;z I would neucr 
forall that,conſent to an vaiuſt thing,except it were 
to auoida farreworſe, and more vaiuſt, that ſhould 
otherwiſe happen thereby. 

Now-the Rule that I would wiſh to bee kept in 
this caſe, is, That in this compariſon of Euills, and 
fcare of worſe, wee ſhould ncuer reckon our owne 
articular mtercſt, to compare it with the publike : 
For hee which for feare of the priuatc Euill where- 
_ with hee is threatned, makes himſelfc Author,or In- 
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ſtrament of the publike calamitis; hah noching'ct 
can excuſe him. But wee mult examinewich = 
and prudence, whether this greater Euill wee feare 
ſhould befall the publike, cannot be auoyded other- 
wiſe, If it cannor, in that caſe wee muſt compound 
with Violence, that is, doe the fare which they doe 
at Sca in a ſtorme , caſt away part of the Wares,to 
ſauc the reſt. Ir is very ſeldome, that thoſe which 
gouerne difturbed States , are troubled to chuſe of 
two goods the beſt ; but often to picke our of two 


- Euils the leaſt, Good is not indged to be fo, but in 


compariſon of the worſe. Therefore an extreme ſe- 
ucritie were not fit for ſuch occaſions, and would 
rather kindle then ſmother the furie of vnruly peo- 
ple. Wee may then (perhaps) imitate the Sunne; 
which indeed goes alwaics from Eaſt to Veſt; bur 
winding about , ſometimes towards the North, 
ſometimes towards the South, leſt if he kepe ſill vn- 
der the ſame line,he ſhould drie vp and burne, what 
he maſt but comfort and gently warme. The good 
ſubie& ought indeed to haue for his end the pub- 
like welfare,and the Tuſtice whereon it depends : but 
when the ordinary way cannot bring them to it, hee 
muſt bertake himſelfe to the eaficft and moſt commo. 
dious, Hee ſhould vndertake the conſeruation of his 
countrey in vaine ifhe were to caſt it away bythe re. 
medies.,wherewith he meaneth to faue it: for affaires 
and counſels are meaſured ſpecially by the end. 
There is, in my opinion , as much as a good ſubiet 
may doe in publike. - 
In priuate,theſcaſon affoordeth him now” faire 


occafions ofdoing well, He muſt firſt - " 
inſ- 
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kinnsfolkes; his friends his neighbours ;/and thereaf. 


ter.as the of affection binde'bim- moſt to e- 
uery One; and incourage them, aduiſe them in 
their buſineſle , keepe them from being wronged by 
other men, ſuccour-them in their neceſſities accor- 
to his meancs. Lethimriſe carly, and goe to bed as 
late as he will , the day will neuer be longenough to 
fulfill all the offices , vnto the which other mens mi- 
ſerie ſhall call him. Let him-lay his hand inany place 
where he pleaſcth, hee ſhall fende awound to dreſle; 
chis pittitull and miſerable time leauerh nothin 
whole and ſound, Itis his ſiſters widdowshood will 
call him one way, his brothers loſle of children ano- 
cher; the robbery done to his friend ſhall put him on 
chis ſide, the impriſonment of his kinsman , or the 
danger of his ncighbour on the other:he ſhall ſooner. 
. findeaplace voyde of aire here then of calamitic, 
| But be ſhall have employment cnough for his Ver- 
cuc within his owne houſe,wherein he may performe 
the dutie of a good Cittizen, For who is he ſo hap- 
Py , that hath nor- beene touched during this time 
with a thouſand forts of afflictions > who hath not 
telr the venomous tecth of detration?or whom haue 
not theſquinting eyes of enuy looked vpon ? or that 
that the publike robbery hath not hit, and that how- 
focuer hathnot beene bercaued of his goods by the 
defolation of the countrey, and ſent way naked, as a 
maneſcaped from a ſhipwracke? It is here where one 
muſt ſhew himſelfe a man , and make appeare, thar 
Vertue doth not conſiſt in words', but in braue and 
generous reſolutions. It is ncedfull firſt for the good 
Carrizen tobeare patiently his afflitions , ugging 


we 


well and religioully of diuine Prauiderice;/ without 
the which, as you heard , nothing happenech in this 
world , acknowledging his misfortune to be his iuſt 
ſhare and'portion of humane ſocietic : vatowhoſe 
common euill he ought to participate, as hee hath 
done, and ſhould alſo haue his ſhare of the good if 
ithappened, 

Secondly, I deſire that this patience ſhould not 
beſetled only in his heart,but cuen it ſhould ſhine on 
his forehead, as well to beare an honourable teſtimo- 
ny vnto Vertue , and fhew what ſhe can doe againſt 
misfortune; as to be in ſtead of a faire and cleeremir- 
rour , on Which his fellow Cittizens compoſe and 
dreſſe their ations , as by an excellent _ pat- 
terne, Itisatall times a thing worthy of prayſe, to 
ſcrue his for an example of doing well -: but itis a 
thing very beneficial and profitable ina time full of 
rrouble and calamitic , to be an example vato them 
of patience. As the firſt happinefle is to auoydeuil!; 
ſo the ſeconds to beare it conſtantly. Bur I will not 
vndertake here to ſetforth-the reaſous which mooue 
vs to this conſtancy, that perſwade'vs, yeathat in- 
force vs toit, if we will continueto be men. Thar 
which Mes/zus and Orphens haue ſpoke of it before 
me, is more then ſufficient. Neuertheleſle,if all xca- 
ſons were to be weighed, Iſhould thinke that which 
remained behind , and which Orphexnsdid but point 
ar,hould carry it away before. all che others. For 
thoſe which ate once fully perſwaded , that death is 
but a paſſage to a berter hife,. ſhould neuer feare it, 
Now ifdeath , beyond which reach neither cheEm- 
pire of Fortune , nor the _ of ene 
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reth them not; what ſhall rhe iniuries and rhreates of 
men do, that are but the hands of Fortune, and the 
inſtruments of the-Lawes > And concrariwiſc, thoſe 
whichbelecue it nor , what precepts may one giuc 
them 2 or what reaſons alledge that may comtort 
them in their catamitics? for though you ſhew them: 
chat affliftions befali vs by a common right , by the 
Law of Nature, and not by the iniury of chat ſuppo- 
ſed Fortune; and rhat nothing happeneth but by 
the ordinance of diuine Pronidencezrhat healeth nov 
the wound they receiuc in their hearts, to ſee that in- 
nocency is a ſubiect of miſeric and torment, It you: 
make them ſee nothing , bur that ſpace thar is inclo- 
ſed berweene their birth and their death, as within. 
two bounds; I doe not ſec why they ſhould forlake 
the pleaſures of the world, to diſtuibe their life wah 
thatharſhand bitter Vertue. I ſec no reaſon why 
man ſhould not be offended with Nature, for ma- 
king him the moſt wofull & wretched creature of all 
thoſe the Sunne beholdeth ; and laugh Verrue 1o- 
{corne,that fetterh forth ſo many toyles and labours 
without any reward, 

Wee haue (faith Plas) two great Demons,which 
put vs forward and backeward in-our ations ; Re- 
ward and Puniſhment. Now I doe not ſec how 
wee can finde them in this world , wherein for the 
moſt part, the good are afflifted, and the wicked 
are comforted, Vee muſt then ſet our hopes far- 
ther., and cauſe them to paſſe beyond the bouuds of 
this ſhort and wretched life; and know that death is 
the firſt of all our true goods, and the beginning of 
our happineſle & felicitic.. Man is not onely mortall 
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miſerie , and that the good may be praiſed without 
enuy , and the wicked blamed without feare ; that 
riches may be deſpiſed, as vnprofitable after it : bur 
ſpecially ro this end, that the good may be eternally 
happie, and the wicked vnhappic. That is thecon- 
ſolation which doth allay ourlabours, and feedeth 
our patience with the hope, or rather aſſurance of 
a life eternall , and without bound, that waiteth for 
vs at our departurefrom hence. Whereupon would 
to God wee could meditate euery day, euery houre, 
and euery moment : wee ſhould finde in this me- 
ditation a ſufficieat comfort ro our aduerſitie, and 
a comely moderation in our proſperities, Burt alas! 
We keepe backe our thoughts from it as much as 
wee can ;z and which is worſt , many belecue it not 
atall *and could wiſh willingly to !/beno more af- 
ter death, leſt they ſhould beas they deſerue. They 
doe 'whar they can, to cauſe their foule ro die 
with their body, and goe and borrow reaſons of 
ancient Phyloſophers , to deny and ouerthrow the 
onely ſcope, the onely reward, and the laft end 
of Phylofoph . As forme, I thinke they are pu- 
niſhed enovgh with their malitious opinion; that 
caketh our of their hands , the chiefeſt hope that 
afſwageth and ſeafoneth this tart and bitter lifes 
and conld wallin y fay, they ſhould. guen \uffer 
them robe ſo miſerable , fince. they are-willing to 
be ſo, "i bs 

But it ſeemeth that you haue Jaydacharge vpon 
me., to vpbraig thei with their error, and .con- 


ce nne them by their owne reaſons,. For you could 
+. . Aa 5 not 
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e{cribe vnto mee vpon ay. other occa{ign to 
finifh this diſcourſe, with the recital of thelaſt 
words of that good ancient man, but onely there- 
by to conuit them of their blindneſſe by the 
light of ſo rare a wifedome, As for.you , I know 
you Cefire neicher proofe nor explanation of- this. 
point;you,T ſay,that belecuc ir not only, affirme,and 
publiſh ir;but cucn make it the Preface and concluſi- 
on of all your ſpeeches, and of all your aftions. So. 
that the diſcourſe of it would bee but vnprofitable, 
and troubleſome to you,without you be accuſtomed 
to vic it,as the Egyptians did their Sceletos ; and that. 
you cannot riſe from the table without you heare 
ſome talke of the immocrrtalitie, of the ſoule, no more: 
then they of the death of the body..Or perhaps 
as the memory - of this man is very deere vnto 
you,you defireto renew it with the remembrance of 
ſo faire an end. I will rchearfe then, as neere as I can, 


what hee told vs vpon this ſubie&, the day before 


God tookt himfrom hence, as from vnder the ruine 
of this State, 


This goodly ancient man had ſpent all his life in 
the Palace, being then threeſcore and fifteenc yeeres 
old.He had feene many c6motions in this kingdome 
thathad difturbed the quict of it : but hee had ſeene 
none yet-that threatned the ruine and. diffipation 
of the State, The king hauing ſent for him from 
his houſe of Ee{#, vpon weighty and and important 
affaires , and which concerned the broyles that haue 
ſo much vexed vs {ince : and hee hauing by the can- 
fideration ofthis buſineſſe foreſcene the miſeries that 
were like to Come vpon vs , conceiued great me- 
lancholy thereby ; infomuch that this ſorrow 
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ouercomming his health, weakened Aeody 

hee fell ſicke vpon it. During the-time 0 joy (a 
neſle, hee was vilited by the moſt famous men of the 
Towne; and becauſe I was his neighbour and that I 
loued and honoured him much, Iwene thither of- 
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ten... The day before hee dicd, a great number of 


Learned men being about him, and finding himſelfe 
more at quict then heewas wont to be, many dif. 
courſes and queſtions were mooued, ſpecially about 
the condition of good men,that were called togreat 
Places; which is almoſt cuer wretched, their Vertue 


being rewarded with Rage and Enuy 5 for the ſwee-. 


teſt Recompences;and Iniuries and Vrongsforthe 
moſt vſuall. $ome one chanced to ſay, That yet the 
Religion wee were brought vp in, gaue vs much ad- 
uantage vpon.the Ancicats, props gtovs the rc. 
muneration of our Labours in the life to come, and 
letting vs know, that the beſt part of. vs out-liucth 
our Body ; nay, that cuen our Body doth rot, and 


utrifie, to ſpring out and be renewed one day in a. 


ppier life, whercin Vertue ſhal receiue the Crowne 
ſhee hath deſerued. VWhether the others, which had 


no knowledge but by the gloomie light of Nature, 


could not reach, nor ſtretch their hopes any further 
then Death ; nor conſequently, haue any other com- 
fort but that of this VVorld, which certainely is very 
ſmall, _This good Lord rayſing his head from the 


Pillow,and leaning on his Elbow.: I did (quoth he) 
entertaine my ſelfe ſome part of the Night with 
this Subiect, and after long muſing vpon it, I con- 
cluded, That the ſtrongeſt and moſt certaine com- 
fort wee can take, is the aſſurance of a ſecond, and 
= alk more 
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more- happy Life. ' And though our Faith giveth ir 
moe ov, Spirit of God hath ſpecially reuca- 
led it vato vs. yet 1 doe not befeeuc, the-anciemt 
Philoſophers: haue beene ignorant of it, and that fo 
much Vertue as they had, did want this conſolation; 
valeſſe they haue reieed it, when as Nature with 
her owne hand hath offered it them. And I thinke, 
if 1 could rehearſe vnto you all that ran in my minde 
this Nigheabour it, you would confefle it to bee fo. 
Then framing his countenance, and fpeech, accor- 
ding ashee:was wont to doe, when hee intended to 
continue a Diſcourſe , wee prepared our fclues alfo 
with agrear ſilence to heare him, and hee proceeded 
muchatter this manner. " | 
Amongf all the things of the World , in the 
knowledge of whom wee may erre, there is none 
whoſe ignorance is more pernicious, and hurrfull;' 
then that of the eſtate of our Soules,after this frayle 
and morrall life ; for thence is deriued a perplexed 
anxictic, and miſerable vnquietneſſe : which is the 
cauſe,that men finding nothing happy in this world, 
and'looking tor no certaintie after it, thinke they are 
ſcne hither as to a farall Torment,whercin-chey muſt 
liueand die in gricfe and calamitie. They hare Lite, 
res —_ Death; and leaft they ſhould fal ws what 
el re, they take what they defpile. es 
did m matw bon eo fave None 4-51 d abt; 
embraced a wilde Figge-tree ; not for any lane hec 
bore' vnto it, but forfeare , that forſaking it, hee 
ſhould fall into Cherybdis, which hee ſaw vader him. 
Ccmrariwiſe, thoſe which are fully-perſwaded, that 
the Souke is here but in Pilgrimwage,on the way $0 a 
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more happy.place, trifſe'nor away the time...in. comm. 
playning of Thornes 2nd. Brattbles ky ch Leach 
them as they;goe'by ; nor ingathering and waking 
Nole-gayes with the Flowers they finde: but being 
carrycd away with-a-liuely ardour, 'to finde: ſuch a 
relting place., 'they ruſh through, and negke& whar- 
ſocurr they meet? ; ſomuch excepred as is needefull 
tor their Voyage, 

Now I will neuer belecue,that this ordinary power 
of God, which is commonly called Nature; which 
in all other things hath becne fo propitiqus:to-men, 
hath denyed them at.any time theknowledge of that 
which was moſt neceſſarie for their. good,and toget 
the perfection of their being. Rather I will thinke, 
that thoſe which denyed this immortalitic, bee'of 
chat number,which the Word of God, pronounced 
by Saint Paw, declareth inexcuſable, in: regard\they 
had the degrees of things viſible, ſufficient, and'able 
to reach to the inuiſible, if they had-not: imployed 
them rather to deſcend, then to aſcend, - Ambitious 

ple to their owne ruine ! which haue takenaway 
Lee from the diſcourſe , which-might-hane-made 
them happy, to. giue ic vato that which willmake 
chem ynhappy, Ir feemerh vnto'me it were enoueh 
to confound them, to bring forth againſt them-ehe 
common opinion of all the Nations of the World; 
which,what Age ſocuer they liued in, what part of 
the Earth ſocuerthey did inhabite, what: Manners 
and Cuſtomes- ſocuer-they obſerued, haue:layd this 
Belcefe for a foundation of all their Actions, Ciuill 
Gouernments, and Socicries, That their Soule fur- 


uiued their Bodyes, and was not fubicCt to' _ 
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Otherwiſe, why ſhould they haue -Deified the moſt 
famous men amongſt them, and ordayned fo many 
honourable Ceremonies to their Memories > The 
Indians and Draides were efteemed the wilſeſt of all 
the ancient Heathens, which more deepely ſearched 
into the Boſome of Nature, and purchaſed the high- 
eſt Scerets of Wiſdome. They had ſo certaine a 
knowledge of this Immorralitic, that they ran head- 
long vato this corporall Death, that is the entrance 
thereof, and did nclully embrace all honourable 
occafionsthat could bring them to it. 
This-Opinion hath wrought diuerſe effects in di- 
uerſe Nations; but cuery one hath had it. And if 
any may be excepted, which beleeyed the contrary z; 
when as they came to frequent and reſort vnto e- 
thers, they held againe the ſame Opinion. Vhich 
ſheweth plainely, that this Beleefe is bred with man, 
and therefore it is naturall, right, and true, For the 
Vniuerſall Nature, that is not corrupted by our par- 
ticular Vice,doth not put in our minde any other, 
but ſound and pure Opinions. As ſhee guideth our 
Appetite, and that of other Creatures, onely toſuch 
Meares as are fit tonouriſh them; ſo ſhee doth nor 
ancline our Vnderſtanding to any thing elſe, but to 
comprehend the Truch,and to conſent and yeeld-vn- 
9 1t,as to his true Obie, and Foede ; which being 
repreſented to it, accommodates it felfe preſently, 
cuenas an Image is fitted to the Mould it was firſt 
caſt vpon, Burt foras muchas thoſe men deſpiſe for 
the moſt parr Popular Indgements,and thinkeTruth 


dwelleth not amongſt the Vulgar,and beleeue rather 


eat Nature hath buricd it very deepe in the ground, 
where 


where it muſt de found with the Diuine Rod of Phi. 
loſophy, and draw it out with the labour of a great 
and painefull Meditation ; let vs pur backe whole 
Nations, and bring forth onely ſuch as haue got the 
glory in all Ages to be the wiſeſt and moſt learned : 
Pythagoras Solon, Socrates, Plato, Ariſtotle, and ſuch a 
number of others, that to name them all, one had 
neede to haue as much time, as it is ſince they lived; 
haue not onely left vs a teſtimonic of their Belecte 
in the memoric of men, but euen deliuered it in wri- 
ting, Yea, they haue fer this Maxime of the Im- 
mortalitie of the Soule, as the Center of Philoſo- 
phie , where met and ended all other Rules, and 
whatſocucr elſe could bee introduced honeſt and 
wholeſome for the conſeruation of Ciuill Life; and 
ſpecially for that part they haue ſo much laboured 
about, which they call the Tranquillitic of the 
*  Soulc, 

If there were any doubt in that matter , yet the 
teſtimonic of ſuch men, ſo well agreeing in it,ſhould 
haue cleared it, and ought to reduce vnto this Opt- 
nion thoſe that eſteeme them ſo much; which oug 
to ſuffer themſelues to bee ouercome by the aut 
ritic of thoſe great Naturalliſts, ſceing that euen 
doing o, they better their condition, But induſtri- 
ous to their owne Euill, to make voyde the autho- 
ritie of thoſe great men, they ſay, they regacd no- 
thing but Reaſon, which they will ſeparate f:om 
che perſons , to the end they may weigh them all 
pure , and that Truth be nor in this Queſtion bal- 
lanced, or ſupprefled by the weight of the Name 
or Fame of any one, Therefore they would binde 
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this Diſcourſe to. Schoole-Rules 5, and-defire wee 
ſkonld prooue by demonſtration, what wee would 
have them to beleeue. They would willingly bee 
led, cuen by the Sences, vnto the knowledge of that 
w hich is propounded them ; or, at lealt ; gather 
our Concluſions, for that which wee will perſwade 
them. out of the Maximes that are colle@ted from 
the Sences : Too vniuſt and partiall in that,and little 
conſidering the nature of the matter that is hand- 
led, There muſt bee diſcomſing, and difcufling, to 
now the things, whoſc formes are drowned in the 
matter. Wee muſt v{e the Sences then; and by the 
meanes of what wee touch, and ſce, aſcend as by: 
degrees, vnto the intelligence of that which is 
further from vs. But for one to thinke to vnder- 
ſtand the naturz of our..Soule in this faſhion ; 1t 
is as much, as not to bee willing to: know it : for 
becing fimple, as ſhee is , ſhee muſt come in all na« 
ked into our Vriderſtanding , beeing to fill all the 
place, whatſoeuer ſhee ſhould bring along with 
her, ſhould hinder her : Euen the fecling of 
things ſenſible ; whoſe ſence is very ſharpe , is 
done fo ſuddenly, that wee cannot tell how it is 
mace, 

Likewiſe, of things intelligible, thoſe that are al- 
rogether pure, ſeize vpon our Vnderftanding fo 
ſpeedily , that you can fay onely they are,but you 
are not able to tell how £ For they doe not ſecke 
for borrowed. Teſtimonies , to make themſclues 
knowne ; they open, and manifeft themſclues bet- 


ter, then any thing elſe that. would commend 
them, | 
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;Therefore, the true way how to know the nature 
of our Soule, is, to rayſe her vp aboue the Body, 
and draw her backe vnto her ſelfe; to the end,thar 
by her owne refle@ion, ſhee may know her ſelfe by 
her felfe, Neuerthelefle , if there bee any fo OP1- 
nionate, that they will not ſee her, but | 252 
inthe Fleſh; and iudge of her Greatneſſe by the 
ſhadow of her effeQts, as they doe of the Moone 
by the ſhadow of the Earth : yet through this 
dull and heauie Maſle, wherewithall ſhee is wrap- 
ped, ſhee caſteth ſparkes, nay flames , fo lively of 
her Immoralitie, that thoſe which behold her,muſt 
needes conteſſe, eyther they ſee her, or elſe they are 
blinde. 

They perceiue, that this Beame of Diuine Na- 
ture, wrapped in this lictle Cloud of Fleſh, caſteth 
its Light from oneend of the World to the other. 
After it hath meaſured that which is limitted, ic 
reacheth to the Infinite , comprehends the formes 
of all things, and transformeth ir ſelfe into them; 
receiueth Contraries, Fire and Vater, Heat and 
Cold , without alteration or corruption, How 
then ean they ſuppoſe any matter in her, that 
hath ſuch Actions, ſeeing that all matters is limit- 
ted and bounded by certaine Dimenſions ; recet- 
ucth nothing bigger then ir ſelfe , is capable bur 
of one onely ſubſtantiall forme,and cannotcontaine 
at one time contrary things ? If it benot material), 
how can it bee mortall ? Sceing that Death, by 
their owne ſaying , is nothing elſe bur'the ſepara- 
tion of the matter from the forme. And if, like 


vnto others, they define ir the end of motion; 
| V 2 where 
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where ſhall they finde it in the Soule ? For wee 
ſce, that Will, which is-her principall part, bec- 
ing free, as they acknowledge tt themiclues , and 
hauing conſequently in it felfe the Principle of 
its Motion , who can take it away from her ? 
Seeing that nothing giucth an end vnto it felte 
voluntarily, that which is mooucd after tts ownc 
will, ſhall-euer mooue ; and conſequently , ſhall 
hauc no cnd of Laſting, but onely of Deſire, 
and Intention , which is limitted onely by In- 
fnitie, 

And as for Yaderſtanding , which is the other 
chiefeſt part, or rather Vertue of the Soule ; Doe 
not wee ſee it goe out of it ſelfe, embrace all things, 
and then come into it ſelfe againe z and by this con- 
tinuall reflection, as by a Circular Motion, teſtifie 
that it hath no end? Vhich it doth make appeare 
yet as plainely , by the nature 6t-the Obie it 
chuſeth its ordinary exerciſe, and in.a manner for its 
foode and nouriſhment, ror it feedeth and enter- 
taineth itsſclfe onely wit! the knowledge of vniuer- 
fall things , of Ideacs ar.d ſpecies , which Phyloſo- 
phers deemevnchangeable and ummortall, | 

The {ences which are corporal! inſtruments min- 
gled amongſt corruptible matter , ſtand indeed vp- 
on particular things , and conſtder cuery obiect ac- 
cording to the weake and momentarie qualities 
of it : but vnderſtanding which contemplaterh 
the true Nature and Eflence of things, compre- 
headeth that which is generall and cqually dit- 
tulcd in. all the particulars and indiuiduals, 

as 
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as a firme, pexmanent, and immutable Being. 

itis need that all things which arc nn 
perate andeflect, be proportioned vnto their obie&t 
In vaine ſhould a workeman laboyr on a matter har« 
der then his toole; in vaine ſhould you make things 


mortall and corruptibie,, to. digeft and vaderſtand 


things that /are icorruptible and immoriall. And 
what 2 that inſariate deſire of learning, which is natu- 
rall ro our vnderttanding , dothit not teftifie the 
ſame ? VWho hath ever ſeene, knowne, or learned fo 
much , in whom Science hath not kindled againe, 
and encreafed the defire of knowledge, in ſtead of 
quenching and appeaſing it? If I had, faith an Anci- 
ent, a foote in the graue. yet I would learne ſtill. 
What meancth that ? It is , that the appetite of our 
ſtomacke may be filled , becauſe Nature hath pro. 
portionedir to a limited thing, that is the neceſlaric 
meate for nouriſhment : but that of our ſoule ſhew- 
cth it ſelfe-vnſatiable in this world, becauſe ſhe hath 
proportioned it vnto the eternall Truth;which(being 
hindered by the body ) ſhee cannot enioy freely in 
this life, hauing nothing elſe giuen her to gather it 
but the Darardes veſlell, that cannot receine much 
at once; and yet ts pierced inthe bottome,. withe that 
wretched hole of | BIKE. which run- 
neth out moſt part of thatſhe receiuerh, 

So thata mans whole life , if you conſider exadtly 
the ations of thoſe which gonerne themlſclues by 
truc Reaſon, is nothingelſe, butaſtriuing andcon- 
tentionof the Soule: which labourethras much as ſhe 
can,to repaire that weake mortalitic of thebody, by 
the participation ofcternall things, vato whoſe frui- 
00G PESTIIS 4 V ; tion 


tion (he drawettyhimasmuch as ſhe'ean;She would 


willingly ecernize his lite , being ner' able to per. | 


forme it by Nature ; ſhee imployeth/Arre and Indu- 
ſtry therein, and procureth him by Glory andFame, 
a continuation of life in the memorie of-men. And 
therefore weeſee her viually bent, and'turned vpon 
rime to come, preuenting with thoughts the time 
that ſhall bearer the death of the body , as wee doe 
here the next day to that we liue in; and prouiding 
her ſelic of Praiſe and glory, as of conuenient ſtore 
for a happie and glorious lite, vnto which ſhe aſpi- 
reth, Ir is too cafe to iudge, that if our Soule did 
not foreſce certainly her future being, ſhee would 
not trouble her felfe with any deſignes, that ai- 
med further then this corporall life ; and would 
not howſocuer to. obtaine them , venture ſo free- 
ly this temporall life, after which ſhe could expe 
nothing. | 

Certainly , thoſe which loſt their liues in ſuch oc- 
cafions (and there hath becne infinite in all ages 
which haue in a manner ſacrificed themſclues vpon 
the Altar of Glory ) did in ſo deſpifing deach, giue 
an excellent teſtimony of the immoertalitie of the 
Soule. Neither can any one imagine, they have 
{o ſhortned their life , ro encreaſe their honour , 
without they were ſure to enioy it after their 
death : nor that they haue fo cheerctully forſa- 
ken the pleaſures of this world *, without they 
had ſome good token of the recompence they 
expected in the other. VVhen the Soule comes 
to raiſe her ſelfe vpon the wings of a generous de- 
fire, and ſhe paſſeth from this darkeand cloudie re- 
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gionthat eompaſlerh the Earth, ynto that higher, 
purer, and. cleerer, that approcheth vnto heauen; 
ſhee doth. obſeruc in her ſelte many faire markes of 
her being, and fireakes of her great Workeman; 
which created her according to his Image; and hath 
imprinted therein the figure of his Diuine Eſſence. 
Which I doe ſay onely , inregard I learned itfrom 
the Oracle of Truth; but fay it after them which 
learned it onely out of the booke'of Nature her ſelte. 
For Plats, and many before him, and many others, 
diſcourſing of the creation of the World, and of 
his parts, haue ſayd deed , that other creatures 
were created by the lefler gods ; thatis, in my opi- 
nion, the Angels, as by ſccond cauſes ; which 
being ſomething remote already from the firſt be- 
ing, could not perfectly communicate it vnto them. 
Becauſe this communication. is but a loane of their 
Vertue, ſeparated and dif-vaited from the: firſt 
Maſle,and conſequently ſomewhat imperfe&. Bur 
as tor the Soule of man, they confefſe, God alone 
ercatcd her : and therefore depending without a 
meane from the perte& Being , ſhe is partaker of his 
perfection, and is free from corruption in her ſub- 
ſtance, and conſequently from death, And certain- 
ly it was very -- wry and conuenient for that 
great Architect, that after hee had built this faire 
peece of worke of the world, worthy to. beare the 
the name of Beauticz ſceing hee withdrew himſelfe 
from the fight of his creatures , hee ſhould leaue be- 
hind him bis Image.as a living Statue,to conſerue & 
exact fro thoſe that ſaw her, the honour & reverence 
due vnto.that ſoueraigne Archite and Lord of the» 
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od workeman, ſhon!d haue ſome relation vnto afll 
the parts of the ſubicCt it imitarerh, Wherein could 
ſhe imitate the Eternitic of God , butin the immor- 
calitie of her Soule? Seeing ſhe cannot be altogether 
like; that is, to haue had no beginning: how can ſhee 
reſemble him,bur only in hauing no end,that isbein 
immortall? For fithence God made the World with 
ewo ſeuerall parts, the one Intelligible, the other, 
Senſible; the one Corruprible,the other Incorrupti- 
blezthere needed a middle peece to knit and gather 
them rogether, which ſhould be partaking of the na- 
ture of them both. Man by an excellent art hath been 
made the middle peece ; and therefore the perfecti- 
ons of both parts Intelligible and Senſible concurre 
in him. He hath by the meanes of the bedy the excel- 
lenteſt qualities that are in things Senfible and Cor- 
ruptible; and by the meanes of the Soule , the excel- 
lenteft conditions that are in the Incorruptible and 
Intelligible. And though by this mixture,that which 
is Celeſtiall in him is deprefled, and cuen as kneaded 
with carth , and weighed downe , nay ſunke by the 
burthen of the fleſh; neuertheleſſe, he ſhewerh by a 
continuall ſtriuing,and endeauour of his nature, the 
place of his begirming , his inclination , and the end 
of his defire ; which is bent certainely cuermore to- 
wards diuine Effence, and to poffefſe euen from this 
preſent life the happineſſe we obſerne in God. Afr 
redly,he ſhould nener defire this diuine Being , and 
ſhould nor aſpire to it, if he did not Rnbrehend it; 
and ſhould neuer comprehend it, if that wherewith- 
all he apprehended it were mortall and periſhable. 


For 
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© For what proportion ould there be from-Immor- 
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ralitic to Mortalicic> Now let vs fee a little how 
much mans Vnderſtanding comprehends of it, how 
much of it his Will defireth ; and then any one 


whatſocuer hee bee muſt needes confeſle they are 


immortal], 

Let vs conſider alittle, I fay , from this low and 
chicke darkenefle of the World with our Owles- 
eyes the light of diuine Nature, Let vs conſider the 
perfetions wherewirhall ſhee is endowed, and by 
the which as by hergarments we know her and ob- 
ſerue her. Shall notwee ſce preſently , they are all 
things which man runneth after naturally, and work- 
eth continually to get them , and hath no pleaſure 
butin the poſleſſon and fruition thereof? God is 
the ſoueraigne _— What deſfireth man? what 
doth he labourtor , but for that which is good>.If 
cucr his affeftions be miſled, and apply themſelues 
to cuill, they giue vnto it the name good: and proteſt 
they ſeeke it not, butin regard they deeme it to bee 
good. Take away from a thing the name of good, hee 
will make no reckoning of it;{o well hee knowes him- 
ſelfe to be borne for that is good, So.that whatſocuer 
will intice him , muſt kaue it either reall or in appa- 
rance. | 
God is. the ſoucraigne wiſedome, VVho is the 
man thatdeſireth not to be held wiſe , that ſhunneth 
not the reputation of a foole? who gouerneth not 
himſelfe with as much prudence as hee can? Who 


ſecketh not for order and diſpoſition in all things, 
X chat 


__ 


| : 


not recciued but vnder the name of Truth. And 
there is not one {ſo ill conditioned in the world, 
that is nor gricued to erre, to bee ignorant, to bee 
deceived; and contrariwiſc,that feelerh nor pleaſure 
and contentment by knowledge and learning. And 
wruly we may ſay, that truth is the form of our vnder- * 
ſtanding, for he doth nexther vnderſtand,nor know, 
bur as long as ſheis in him, 

God isall, and all is in God. Man deftreth to bee 
euery where; if he cannot carric his bodyyhe carrieth 
his minde to it. As farre as hee can, embraceth all, 
and filleth himſeIfe with the formes and Ideaes of 
allthings. God is the anthour of all, and delighteth 
in doing all. Man hath-no greater pleaſure in this 
World, then to bring foorth many things; and there 
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that reioycethnot in Himſelf when he can find ir?that " 
praiſethnot, eftcemeth, and admireth nor thoſe F, 
which are plentitully endowed with this wife | _ 
dome , asapproching neereſt ro the excellent end = 
tor the which man 15 borne? God'is the ſoue- 
raigne power : What doth man deſire more then | R 
authoritie and command ? Eucry one aſpireth na- ' 
turally vnto it, and thoſe which can doe it well, E- 
are honoured amongſt men as a kinde of Demi- 
cods , ſent hither for the conferuation and dire- = 
ction of the inferiour world. God is the ſouc- | 
raigne Truth : Whar is the vnderſtanding of man f | 
bent to, but to Truth > What doth hee delight 
in? what doth hee yeeld vato? but to the know- | 
ledge of that which 1s indeed, euen that which is | 
| 
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is uothing delighterh him ſo.much, as thatwhich is 
produced by him , bee ir children, workes, or.inuen- 
tions, God is cuer,, and man fcarerh nothing fo 
muchas to end ; and defireth nothing ſo carneftly 
as to perpetuate his being, Hee feeketh to doe it by 
te conſeruation of his lite; being not able to Per- 
forme it that way, heeendeauoureth to compalt& it 
by the continuation of his poſteritie ; and iudging 
that to bee too weake, hee tryeth to doe it by the 
purchafing of a great and glorious fame. God doth 
gouerne all things tuſtly , Man loueth, honoureth, 
and ſecketh for Juſtice , as the fole and furebond of 
like and ciuill foctetie, Ir is wonderfull, how the 
loue of it is naturall ro man; euen thoſe which be- 
ing corrupted , will not recciue it for themſclues, 
honour it in athers, God in his gouernment conti- 
nueth (till in the ſelfe-ſame deſigne; and whatſoe- 
uer man vndertaketh , hee defireth to bring to paſſe; 
hee will not ſuffer himfelfe ro bee ouercome by 
any difficultic or labour, Ir is ſtrange to ſeewhat 
men endure to execute their enterpriſes. 

God liueth a plentifull , opulent , and. plea- 
ſant life; Wealthand pleaſure are the ordinary 
wiſhes of man. God doth contemplate, and 
admire himſelfe : Man confidereth himfelte,won- 
dereth at his. owne -cxcellencie , valieth+ him- 
ſclte aboue all other. creatures, and all his ſtu- 
dic aymeth to 4rimme and honour himlclte, and 
make that appeare which is excellent inhim.Briefc- 


ly you can, imagize nothing jn' thor great and 
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foucraigne-Creator., whereof you do norpercciue 
man -.to bee. ſtrangely load and' all mori- 
ons. bent: ro get it; and vnite and conforme him- 
ſelke as much as hee can, to:that eldeft and in- 
comprehenſible Diuine Eflence. Which cauſed 


the. Auncient- Zereaſter to crie out in amazc- 
ment, 


O mortal! man thy boldneſſe is extreame. 


As becing\not able to comprehend that in 
this low and mortall World , amongſt Filth and 
Durt; - there could bee found fo firong a na- 
ture, that ſhould rayſe her felfe  aboue the Hea- 
uens, and by the knowledge of fo many things, 
and imitation of diuine actions, ſhould almoſt 
Deifie her ſelte in this life, Bur hee ſhould haue 
learned of an ancienter then hee, that that which 


is ſo wonderfull in-man ,- is not a thing that comes - 


from Earth or this low or corruptible place, It 
is a Dinine Eflence cuen as banifhed and exi- 
led for a time-from Heauen, her true place of 
aboade , which wandereth and erreth here in our 
body, endeauoureth her ſelfe continually to reach to 
her owneand trye dwelling,and enter into celcſtiall 
and. happy Habitation,- vnto the which the nec- 
rer ſhee comes, ſo much the more diuine. doth 

ſhe appeare. * 
Why ſhould you thinke, I pray you, that = 
ne 


our Minde hath. more Strenerh and Vert Fl 
poſeth of all things more wiſely , and rus 
fore-ſeeth more cercainely Time to come . Rb 
tellerh, and prophecyeth it; bur oncly for that hee 
beginner) to approach vato his Off-fpring 
ioyne himſelte againe with that immortall Boe. 
ing, and participate of Eternall Life ? Doe nor 
you obſcrus , that Stones falling from high 
the neerer they come vnto the Earth, the greater 
ſpecde they make downe ? Fire contrariwiſe that 
aſcendeth vp towards Heauen, the higher it is, 
the more. it haſteneth to flye ;- becauſe 'cucrie 
thing naturally , the neerer it fecleth it ſelfe vnto 
its reſt, and that which it defireth, the more it 
ftrivecth ro come at it, Euen fo our Soule,being 
juft vpon the point to enter againe into her owne 
Sphere, and reioyne her ſelte vnto that Supreme 
Diuine Nature , ſheweth her ſelfe- more vigo- 
rous and actiue, and- doubleth her Vertue; Now, 
who ſhall make any doubt, but that is immor- 
tall, which is ſo Dwine , and rendeth perpetually 
vnto the Originall of Diuine becing ? Thereforc 
the Inmocetis of the Soule ſhincth in all her 
Actions. + 

But though nothing elſe ſhould- beare teftime- 
nie vnto it , Diuine Prouidence would fhew it 
plainely : wy 9 Ar is Prouidence ( where- 
of I belecuc, that thoſe _ haue Byes,chough 
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he larer dayes:of our Life, in thar'agdaidng? 
wreftling berweene ' the Soute anul the pri | 


they had neyther Vie, nor Vnderſtanding, cannot 
_ ) there muſt needes be Iuſtice in the World; 
if there be Iuſtice, the Good muſt be rewarded, 
and. the Vicked puniſhed. They are not euer ſo 
in this Life : where wee ſee often, Good men liue 
in Pouerrie, and dic in Trouble; and contrariwiſe, 
the Wicked line in pleaſure, and die at quier. 
Soules muſt needes then liue after the Body, to 
recciue the Reward or Puniſhment for their good 
or bad Aﬀtions, The Wicked deſire to ſmother 
by reaſoning, the feeling which Man hath of the 
Immorralitie of his Soule ; but they cannot im- 
deede. It is a Beame of Light,which Nature hath 
kindled in our heart, that is in ſtead of a Guide 
vnto Yertuc, co dire& her amidſt this Mortal! Dark- 
nefle ; and of a Furie-like Torch vnto VWicked- 
nefle, to anticipate her deſerued Torments. Wee 
. Chriſtians are truely in this ſpecially farre happier 
then the Heathen ; That God hath not contented 
himſelfe with that which wee could learne of che 
Immortalicie of onr Soules, by the common Booke 
ot Nature, and by the helpe of our weake Rea- 
ſon : but would himſelfe” confirme the Teftimonic 
of it vnto vs byhis owne VVord, and kindle into 
a Cleare and full Light, the firft Sparke of this 
Naturall Hope, O Diuine Goodnefle ! which 
preſented Truth vnto others, as veyled and couc- 
red; but' brought it downe from Heauen, all na- 
ked for vs, and /powred it-imto our Mindes by the 


mecanes of thy holy Word, Bleſſed and admitablc 
Word, 
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Word, which affoordeth -vs in a moment alt the 


beſt and faireſt of/ that, which m fo many yeeres 
Labours could not be gathered in the Mindes of 
the molt Learned Philoſophers. Perfect Science 
which leaneth no manner of Doubt after "he 
Precepts ! Excellent Diſcipline, whoſe Rules arc 
all Princyples, which perſwade themſelues. Wee 
learne from her, That our Soulesare created,and 
produced by thy hands , and infuſed into our Bo- 
dycs, to conduct and gouerne them : That wee are 
placed heere, as in a Magnificent Temple, to-con- 
tcmplate herein thy Omanipotencie., Worſhip, 
thy infinite Goodnefle, hearken to thy ſacred will 
and obey it : That this Life is but the Appren- 
ticeſhip of our Soules, which afterthe Time,and- 


Labours that are preſcribed vnto them, ſhall be. 
relieued from their Watching , ſer. ar Libertie,. 


and reſtored to Etcrnall Reſt ; which will affoord 
them whercwithall to fatisfie that defire of Dinine 
being,whereof they haue caſt forth the firſt Sparkes, 
through this heauie and cumberſome Fleſh; From 
her wee lcame furthermore, that after this Life, 
6ur Soules doe not. onely finde another more hap» 
pie , but-cuen our Bodyes rotting heere, as Seede 
in the Ground, ſhall ſpring into a new Fruic, and- 
ſhall be rayſcd'vnto an Eſtate of Gloric and Per- 
fetion. 
Therefore Diuinitie deſcending from Heanen, 
mingled her ſelfe againe with Fleſh , to mould. 


and kneade againe our Humamitie , _— 
- 


and defaced by  Sinne z ioyned her fſelfe to vs, 
that ſkee - might draw vs to her 3 humbled her 
ſelfe, ro exalt vs ; quickned her Humanitic at- 
ter death, to make vs line in the -hope of thae 
glorious: ReſurreQion , whereof ſhee was plea- 
ied ro: bee the Firſt Fruites ; and by the which 
wee ſhall bee brought into the / Inheritance of 
Glorie , receiving in: Body and -Soule the - in- 
comprehenſible -Splendour of  Erernall _ Light. 
But the -paſſage to- arriue thereunto , is Death : 
Deſirable ' Death , + ſeeing -it makes vs change 
Lines with ſo much profit. Death, not Death, 
ſceing. it is the bagianing of true Life ; and char 
wee are in this Body onely, as the.Chicken in the 
Shell, which muſt bee broken, ere it can be hat- 
ched; or like the Child in his Mothers Wombe, 
which muſt -bee left ere wee can fee the Day. 
Let vs ſuffer them to feare ic, who thinke , thac 
all periſheth with the 'Body ; or them,which ex- 
pe& after it, the puniſhment of their Wicked- 
neſſe. And ſecing wee haue ſo many Teſtimonies, 
and ſo certaine Tokens of our future Life , and be- 
ing ſure, that dying here in the feare of God, in the 
Faith of his beloued Sonne, and truft in his Good- 
neſle, wee ſhall liue againe aboue, and enter into 
Glorie with him, in the Throne of his Diuine Ma- 
ieſtie: Let vs paſſe chearefully, and lay downe the 
Burthen that hindereth and ſtayeth vs, as wee would 


doe prophane Garments at the cntrance of a holy 
Temple. 


As 
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- As for mee, my Friends, I feele 


\s for mee, my cele my ſelfe.al- 
| moſt in the Harbour ,*with a Das” cobfbir of 


my Afflictions, paſt'; ard' immediately , for” the 
Felicitic I expe&, TI have floated in the 
in great and dangerons Stormes : © hey toſſed tm 

Soule, but hey could not Ak : 

ouerthrow-it. I know very well, that the Con- 
dition of Humane Infirmitic hath pur mee backe, 
as ſhee doth all others , from the perfe&ion God 
requireth in vs : but howſocuer , it neucr made 
mee looſe the certaine and conſtant deſire to ad- 
uance his Honour, and Glory, norabate any thing 


of the good affeion a good Subie& owerh vnto = 


his Countrey. My Conſcience beareth mee this 
Witneſſe, and this VWitneſſe makes Death ſweete 
and pleaſant vnto mee. 'I could wiſh, euen ar the 
laſt Gaſpe, I might doe the Publicke ſome Ser- 
uice: but hauing no other means for it, I will re- 
turne vnto you, which are my beſt Friendes , and 
its too z and for the: laſt Office 'I can doe vnto 
this ſo holy Friendſhip , I will -coniure you, 
that ſince you remayne heere , to ſhut 'vp the 
end of a moſt Vretched Age ; you ſettle 
your Mindes, by brauc -and conſtant Reſoluti- 
ons , to withſtand vadauntedly the-Violence of 
the Tempeſt that chreateneth this State , and 
your particular - Fortunes :  *For all the Ages 
paſt , ſcene fewe Miſeries ,' and Calami- 
ties ,. but- that you-are: like to ſee in -your 


dayes. Y The 


e World,” 


and {mall are like. vnto 'mad men, be. to its 
ruine and defolationw; You ſhall bee amazed 
one of theſe dayes , when as you fhall ſee the 
Lawes ouerthrowne , the Gouernment altered, 


all put into confuſion : thoſe that ſhall have the 


Gouernement, beare the intent to looſe both 
themſelues., and their owne Countrey ; and 
good men ſhall not -hee ſuffered to open their 
_ and giue good and wholeſome -Coun- 
ſell, ; 
Remember hen you are men, and true hearted 
. ſubic&svnto this crowne, Let not your courage run 
av.ay tram you-with your goad Fortune. Stand faſt 
vpan.Right and Reaſon, and if the VVaues and Bil- 
lowes muſtcarry you away:-, let them ouerwhelme 
youwith the Rudder in your hand till. Behold the 
the time, that you muſt. preſent your breſt a. 
gainſt .Fortune for.the defence of the State, and 


coucr your-countries body with your owne. Cer- . 
rainely this ryine cannot:/bee auoyded without a. 


great and generous courage , of ſuch as ſhall op- 
pole themſelues againſt it, which all good men 
in my opinion are bound to doe. Neuertheleſſe, 
you muſt qualific-by Prudence what an obſlinate 
auſteritie would but exaſperate, and make -worle; 
and follow 'Defſtinie . : without 'forfaking Vertue. 
Doing well, yon ſhall 'ſhall runne into great ha- 
zards, and ſhall ſuffer many iniuries:: but whatcan 
there happen ſo ſtrange and horrible , thar the 

& ang JOITh om 


e inſide , the outſide of the kingdome great, Y., 
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hope” of ghe ſoucraigne good , | wherciti I (hall 
preuent you doth uor atwage? 

_ There is well-necre the ſame words that were 
vttered vnto vs by thae great and wiſe Perſo- 
nage. I rehearſed them vnto you againſt m 
Will , knowing: full - well thac the weakeneſſe 
of my Memoric, and harſhnefſe of my Tongue, 
would looſe. much of the weight of his Rea: 
ſons, and of the grace of his Diſcourſe. But 
if. you. had heard him himſelfe , with his ſweete 
and ' pleating faſhion , hee had kindled in your 
ſoules fo lively and ardent a defire of eternall 
felicitic, that there isno affliction in the world, 
the ſenſe whereof hee had not raken away from 


you, 


. "There Liaus cnded his ſpeech , and T1 bee- 
ing heartened and cheered vp , fayd; Certain- 
ly this was a fine Diſcourſe, ſecing thar 
you , who in all other rhings ge mee 
{uh farisfaction , ſeeried vnto mee in the re- 
citall 'of this tro goe beyond your felfe, 1 belecue 
the Idea and remembrance of that great perſo- 
nage, that is "yet freſh and preſent in your Me- 
thorie , for the honour and loue you bore vhto 
him , quickned your totigue , #nd *infpired into 
you ſome thing more then htimanc. Would to 
God this ſpecch might contintie as long as our 
miſeries; L am fure I ſhould haue my Ears ful! 
of fach- Diſcourſes, and my Mitide free from 


Sor- 


T7. 


; Soxrowes, I ſweare vnto-you, that:fince the time 
this Calamitie fell vpon vs, I found. nothing that 
made this Life more tolerable vato mee, then what 

I heard from you three theſe three. laſt dayes , but- 

ſpecially to day. 

It is reported ,, That. Prelomers was forced 
to forbid Egeſias the Cyrenian to diſcourſe any- 
more in publick of the Immortalitie of the Soule, 
becauſe the moſt part of thoſe which heard him, 
haſtened their death with their owne hands, That: 
makes mee belecue, hee was ill acquainted. with. 
the Subic& hee handled, For I belccue,: rhere is 
nothing. in, the World giveth vs more courage, 


ro*endure. patiently our Miſerics ,.then- the Rea-. 


ſons I learned cuen now from you ; which :in 
few werdes repreſented vnto vs, what is the cauſe 
and the end of.our Aﬀitions, and what recom- 
pence our Patience. findeth , when wee can per» 
ſeucr in ir-ynto the end, VVherefore.I could with, 
for the camfort of my poore. diſtreſſed: Coun- 
wey, contraric to that which was: done to Egeſias, 
you ſhould bee.conftrayned all three to continue 
in publicke ſuch. a Diſcourſe, But for as much 
as 4t is a thing I cannot hope for, I am reſol 
ued to preſerue carefully in my Memorie all 
that I learned from you about it ; and at my 
firſt leyſure ( if our fortunate. Studyes can -get 
any) ſet it downe in VVriting, to leaue it vnto 
Poſteritie , for to inſtruc in like occaſions thoſe 
that. ſhall come after.vs ;.and_ let. them- know, 


that 


4. 


| 
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